
 

 

 
Pastoral Welcome  
 

Thought for the Day:    
 

We have freedom to the degree that the master whom we obey grants it to us in 
return for our obedience. We do well to choose a master in terms of how much 
freedom we get for how much obedience. 

 

To obey the law of the land leaves us our constitutional freedom, but not the freedom 
to follow our own consciences wherever they lead. 
 

To obey the dictates of our own consciences leaves us freedom from the sense of moral 
guilt, but not the freedom to gratify our own strongest appetites. 
 

To obey our strongest appetites for drink, sex, power, revenge, or whatever leaves us 
the freedom of an animal to take what we want when we want it, but not the freedom 
of a human being to be human. 
 

The old prayer speaks of God "in whose service is perfect freedom." The paradox is 
not as opaque as it sounds. It means that to obey Love itself, which above all else 
wishes us well, leaves us the freedom to be the best and gladdest that we have it in us 
to become. The only freedom Love denies us is the freedom to destroy ourselves 
ultimately. 

 ~ Frederick Buechner originally published in Wishful Thinking and later in Beyond Words 
 

Call to Worship: 
 

Leader: Thank you, God, for setting us free through the gift of your Son. 

People: We praise you for the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Leader: Thank you, God, for the freedom we enjoy. 

People: We praise you that no matter what, we can be freed and forgiven 
by Christ. 

Leader: Thank you, God, for this time of worship.  

People: Come and set our hearts on fire as we praise you for our ultimate 
freedom, won not through war but on a cross where our Savior died, only 
to rise again. 



 

 
Song:     O God of Every Nation – v. 1, 2 & 4 (music at end of bulletin) 
 
Our Confession: 
 

We confess to you, God of all nations, that we and our country have not 
lived up to your ideals for your reign. We have not cared for all people. We 
have not shared the resources of food, wisdom, health care and education 
with equity. We have not cared for the outsider and the stranger in our 
midst. We have allowed bullying, domestic abuse, racism, classism, 
sexism, heterosexism and all the other forms of division, prejudice and 
inequity to go on unabated. We have encouraged competition rather than 
cooperation, power over love, revenge over mercy. We have desired to be 
seen as the example of freedom and justice, and yet too often we have 
fostered oppression and injustice. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience in your ways — freedom that is open and generous, cooperative 
and reconciling, freedom that leads to your reign, O God of all the nations. 
We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ.  
 
Words of Assurance:     God hears our cries and covers our sins with mercy. Go to 
live the freedom that brings in God’s reign. 
 
Song:     Peace (music at end of bulletin) 
 
The Lessons:     Zechariah 9:9-12 
 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
   Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
   triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
   on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
   and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle-bow shall be cut off, 
   and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
   and from the River to the ends of the earth.  
 
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
   I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.  
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
   today I declare that I will restore to you double.  



 

Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-
places and calling to one another,  
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.”  
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’  

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’  
 
Message:     Are We Truly Free?         
                           
Message Response:     Justice Means – v. 1, 4, 6 & 8 (music at end of bulletin) 
                                                         
The Prayers of the Church 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
The Sending Out: 
 

Let freedom ring from our hearts and our lives! We have been saved. We have been 
forgiven. We have been set free to enjoy this life God has given us. May God help us use 
our freedom to help set others free. Thanks be to God.  
All: Amen 
 
The Sending Song:     This is My Song (music at end of bulletin)           
 
The Dismissal: 
 

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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