
 
 
GATHERING PRAYER: 

Loving God, 
call us together as your people; 
transform us with your love. 
Transform our hearts, 
that we may love generously. 
Transform our eyes, 
that we may see your grace. 
Transform our hands, 
that we may serve others. 
Transform our spirits, 
that we may be the body of Christ, 
gathered to worship 
and sent out to serve. Amen. 

PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 A human being is a part of the whole called by us universe, a part limited in time 
and space. He experiences himself, his thoughts and feeling as something 
separated from the rest, a kind of optical delusion of his consciousness. This 
delusion is a kind of prison for us, restricting us to our personal desires and to 
affection for a few persons nearest to us. Our task must be to free ourselves from 
this prison by widening our circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures 
and the whole of nature in its beauty. - Albert Einstein 

 We are living in an historic moment. We are each called to take part in a great 
transformation. Our survival as a species is threatened by global warming, 
economic meltdown, and an ever-increasing gap between rich and poor. Yet these 
threats offer an opportunity to awaken as an interconnected and beloved 
community. – Desmond Tutu 

 
PRAISE SONG:     Make Me an Instrument (music at end of bulletin)         

 



CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: In a time of bitterness and pain, 
All: God raised up Moses and changed the lives of a people. 
One: From the shadow of death, 
All: God raised up Jesus and changed the lives of all people. 
One: In every time, and in every place, 
All: God raises up witnesses, people whose lives are changed forever. 

      
OUR CONFESSION PRAYER: 

Merciful God, we confess how easy it is for us to begin to adopt the attitudes and 
actions of the world around us; to let our lives be shaped by contemporary culture 
rather than by Your call. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear and forgive. 

We confess how often we think of our own interests first - more concerned with our 
own status and well-being than with the well-being of others. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear and forgive. 

We confess that we have not always treated one another as valued members of Your 
Body, the Church; that we have allowed intolerance and resentment to tear us apart. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear and forgive. 

We confess that we do not always acknowledge You as Lord, trusting in our own 
abilities and following our own goals rather than submitting ourselves to Your will and 
Your call. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear and forgive. 

Through the power of Your Holy Spirit, transform us. Change us from the inside out, 
so that our words and our lives would bring honor and glory to You, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing/Assurance of Pardon: 

One: It's too easy to think like the world, that money will give us happiness or that 
power will earn us grace. But Paul reminds us that if we think like Christ, and live like 
servants, we will find true freedom. 

All: Not only our minds, but our hearts and spirits will be transformed into 
the likeness of Christ, enabling us to be faithful disciples. Thanks be to 
God. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:     We Are One Body (music at end of bulletin)         
 
THE LESSONS:      

Exodus 1:16-20 
 15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and 
Puah, 16 “When you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the delivery 



stool, if you see that the baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.” 17 The 
midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to 
do; they let the boys live. 18 Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked 
them, “Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys live?” 
19 The midwives answered Pharaoh, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; 
they are vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.” 
20 So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more 
numerous. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own. 
 

Romans 12:1-8 (The Message) 

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—
your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God 
as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for God. 
Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 
Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily 
recognize what God wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture 
around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best 
out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. 

I’m speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and especially 
as I have responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as every one of you does, in 
pure grace, it’s important that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who are 
bringing this goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. The only accurate way to 
understand ourselves is by what God is and by what God does for us, not by what we 
are and what we do for God. 

In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its meaning 
from the body as a whole, not the other way around. The body we’re talking about is 
Christ’s body of chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of 
his body. But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much, would 
we? So since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and 
marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be what we were 
made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves with each other, or 
trying to be something we aren’t. 

If you preach, just preach God’s Message, nothing else; if you help, just help, don’t take 
over; if you teach, stick to your teaching; if you give encouraging guidance, be careful 
that you don’t get bossy; if you’re put in charge, don’t manipulate; if you’re called to 
give aid to people in distress, keep your eyes open and be quick to respond; if you work 
with the disadvantaged, don’t let yourself get irritated with them or depressed by them. 
Keep a smile on your face.  
 

Matthew 16:13-18 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 



Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said 
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah,[a] the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in 
heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter,[b] and on this rock[c] I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  
 
MESSAGE:     “Who Are You?” 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     Go Light Your World 
 
THE PRAYERS:   

We praise you, O God, for you have created us in your own image. You have gifted us 
with your own Spirit. You have taught us how to live in harmony with you and with all 
others. 

We give you thanks for your gracious love that accepts us as we are. We thank you for 
the wonderful diversity in our world and in the human race. We thank you for the 
stories of scripture that remind us we are all your creators, we are all your children. 

We pray for those who are harmed by the hatred and rejection of others. We pray for 
those whose lives are so filled with hate that they feel the need to lash out at others. We 
pray for the redemption of all your children, including ourselves, that we may live in 
your peaceable kingdom.  

(Other intercessions are offered.) 

All these things we ask in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray 
together, saying: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
THE SENDING OUT:      Exodus 1–2, Psalm 127 

Resist the powers that use people. 
Hear the cries of the weak. 
Dare to work for justice. 
Know that God—Source, Word, and Spirit— is your help, will keep you safe and will 
bring you new life. 
You are blessed by God and sent to serve. Amen. 



THE SENDING SONG: With Kindness (music at end of bulletin)         
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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