
 

Pastoral Welcome and Announcements 
 
Thoughts for the Day:     

 The toughest task is to live with unexpected, unwanted answers. -William Willimon 

 Life is never fair, and perhaps it is a good thing for most of us that it is not.  
                                                                                                                             - Oscar Wilde 

 Life becomes so unfair when you don’t get what others do. But don’t worry, God 
has decided something better for you. - Vj Nadar 

 
Call to Worship: 

One: Clowns and fools, 

All:  Wild ones who stretch the rules,  
         God chooses them all. 

One: Thinkers and dreamers, 

All:  Plotters and schemers, 
         God gives gifts to all. 

One: Quiet ones, rowdy ones and those full of words and talk, 

All:  Limping or skipping,  
         Those who shuffle when they walk,  
         They all have a place with God. 

One: Dancers and singers, 

All:  Poets and bell ringers,  
         Come and worship. 

One: Poor ones and lonely ones, 

All:  Hoping-for-a-better-day ones. 
         You will not be sent away. 

Everyone: All God's people, come,  
                     Whoever you, however you got here, come.  
 



 

 
Song:     In God’s Eyes (music at end of bulletin) 
 
Our Confession: 

Gracious God, overwhelming and surprising in mercy, we are overly 
concerned with fairness, especially when our interests are in the equation. 
We watch to see if others are better liked, playing by the rules, getting the 
proper consequences. We often approach faith as a series of achievements 
and results. 
 
O God of grace, lessen our anxious striving, our critical gaze. Surprise us 
again with your free gifts of love and forgiveness. So fill us with your mercy 
that we can rejoice when you work in those whom we consider 
undeserving. Your love shows no bounds, and your grace is amazing - and 
includes even us. We thank you. Amen. 
 
Song:     There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy (music at end of bulletin) 
 
The Lessons: 

Jonah 3:10-4:11 (The Message) 
10 God saw what they had done, that they had turned away from their evil lives. He did 
change his mind about them. What he said he would do to them he didn’t do. 

4 1-2 Jonah was furious. He lost his temper. He yelled at GOD, “GOD! I knew it—when I 
was back home, I knew this was going to happen! That’s why I ran off to Tarshish! I 
knew you were sheer grace and mercy, not easily angered, rich in love, and ready at the 
drop of a hat to turn your plans of punishment into a program of forgiveness! 
3 “So, GOD, if you won’t kill them, kill me! I’m better off dead!” 
4 GOD said, “What do you have to be angry about?” 
5 But Jonah just left. He went out of the city to the east and sat down in a sulk. He put 
together a makeshift shelter of leafy branches and sat there in the shade to see what 
would happen to the city. 
6 GOD arranged for a broad-leafed tree to spring up. It grew over Jonah to cool him off 
and get him out of his angry sulk. Jonah was pleased and enjoyed the shade. Life was 
looking up. 
7-8 But then God sent a worm. By dawn of the next day, the worm had bored into the 
shade tree and it withered away. The sun came up and God sent a hot, blistering wind 
from the east. The sun beat down on Jonah’s head and he started to faint. He prayed to 
die: “I’m better off dead!” 
9 Then God said to Jonah, “What right do you have to get angry about this shade tree?” 

Jonah said, “Plenty of right. It’s made me angry enough to die!” 



 

10-11 GOD said, “What’s this? How is it that you can change your feelings from pleasure to 
anger overnight about a mere shade tree that you did nothing to get? (You neither 
planted nor watered it. It grew up one night and died the next night.) So, why can’t I 
likewise change what I feel about Nineveh from anger to pleasure, this big city of more 
than 120,000 childlike people who don’t yet know right from wrong, to say nothing of 
all the innocent animals?” 

Matthew 20:1-16 

 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, 
he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon 
and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found 
others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 
They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the 
vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 
When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal 
to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to 
one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual 
daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last. 
 
Message:       “It’s Not Fair” 
                           
Message Response:     Leaning In (verses 1-3) (music at end of bulletin)             
                                                         
The Prayers 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
 

 



 

The Sending Out: 

Leader: Let us go forth as workers together with God proclaiming the Good News, 
performing deeds of mercy and kindness and giving evidence of Christ's love in all that 
we do. And may the grace of God be with us all.  
Amen. 
 
The Sending Song:     The Same Love        
 
The Dismissal: 

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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