
 

GATHERING PRAYER: 

Begin this Sunday's worship with a time of silence. Our lives are far noisier than 
wind, fire, or earthquake. In a great paradox, God speaks to us in sheer silence. Use 
this chance to listen as you pray. 

Loving God, Wind, flood, fire, earthquake, and storm: each event reminds us of how 
little we are. Arguments at work, grumbling at home, disfunction in our systems of 
government: each event reminds us of how little we control and how much we fear. 
Help us, Lord, that we might listen for your voice in the least likely of places. And help 
us, Lord, that we might hear. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 In condemning and censuring others, we are thrusting ourselves into God's place, 
taking his scepter into our hands, and presuming to exercise one of His sole 
prerogatives. - J.R. Miller 

 When we look down on others with haughty judgment, we invoke the same 
compassionless treatment from God toward our infirmities. What a terrifying 
response from the living God! Belligerent people are told they can expect to be 
handled by God, not according to His tender compassion, but with severity 
matching their contempt of others. Such words should sober even the most 
hardened heart and result in a fresh realization that self-righteousness tops God’s 
list of man’s most despised iniquities (Prov. 6:16-19).  - Jerry Wragg 

 If anyone is still alive there is hope for change and growth.  God isn’t finished 
with any of us yet.  - Anonymous 

 We are all recovering from something—and there is grace for that. 
                                                                                                                - Will Starkweather 

 
PRAISE SONG:     Son of God, Eternal Savior, verses 1-3 
                                                  (music at end of bulletin) 
 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: Gather 'round, you elders of the people, 
All: you who are willing to be witnesses to God's activity in the world. 
One: Gather 'round, you protesters, 
All: crying out for the powerless, making your voices heard. 
One: Gather 'round, you fearful ones, 
All: living in the tension between frustration and hope. 
One: Gather 'round, you leaders of the people, 
All: anxious and exasperated and needing to be led yourselves. 
One: God is here. 
All: God is listening. 
One: God will provide. 
All: Let us worship God. 
 
OUR CONFESSION PRAYER: 

One: As we gather to praise God, we need to remember that we are people who often 
resist God's way for us. But God is eager to forgive us, and to strengthen us for 
discipleship. Let us confess our sins to God, saying, 

All: We admit how difficult it is for us to trust you, Living God. The 
temptations, the desires, the calls of the world flood into our lives, but 
we do not believe you can part them and lead us into faithfulness. Our 
bitterness toward those who have hurt us is like a feast we cannot 
leave, despite your invitation to the table of grace and healing. Our 
grudges fit comfortably into our hands, and if we let them go, we 
wonder if you will fill that emptiness with hope. 

Forgive us and have mercy on us. You are the God who brought our 
ancestors into freedom -- set us free from our pain. You are the God 
who is with us in every moment -- open our eyes to your presence. 
You are the God of our future. In life, in death, you are with us, in 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Silence is kept 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 

One:  God has claimed us and will not let us go. There is no one, there is no thing that 
can keep God from forgiving us, loving us, and healing us. 

All:  Loved, we can love the unlovable; 
graced, we can be a blessing to others; 
forgiven, we can forgive those who have hurt us. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 



CONFESSION RESPONSE:     Jesus Friend of Sinners  
 
THE LESSONS:      

Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome with open arms fellow believers who don’t see things the way you do. And 
don’t jump all over them every time they do or say something you don’t agree with—
even when it seems that they are strong on opinions but weak in the faith department. 
Remember, they have their own history to deal with. Treat them gently. 
2-4 For instance, a person who has been around for a while might well be convinced that 
he can eat anything on the table, while another, with a different background, might 
assume he should only be a vegetarian and eat accordingly. But since both are guests at 
Christ’s table, wouldn’t it be terribly rude if they fell to criticizing what the other ate or 
didn’t eat? God, after all, invited them both to the table. Do you have any business 
crossing people off the guest list or interfering with God’s welcome? If there are 
corrections to be made or manners to be learned, God can handle that without your 
help. 
5 Or, say, one person thinks that some days should be set aside as holy and another 
thinks that each day is pretty much like any other. There are good reasons either way. 
So, each person is free to follow the convictions of conscience. 
6-9 What’s important in all this is that if you keep a holy day, keep it for God’s sake; if 
you eat meat, eat it to the glory of God and thank God for prime rib; if you’re a 
vegetarian, eat vegetables to the glory of God and thank God for broccoli. None of us 
are permitted to insist on our own way in these matters. It’s God we are answerable 
to—all the way from life to death and everything in between—not each other. That’s 
why Jesus lived and died and then lived again: so that he could be our Master across 
the entire range of life and death, and free us from the petty tyrannies of each other. 
10-12 So where does that leave you when you criticize a brother? And where does that 
leave you when you condescend to a sister? I’d say it leaves you looking pretty silly—or 
worse. Eventually, we’re all going to end up kneeling side by side in the place of 
judgment, facing God. Your critical and condescending ways aren’t going to improve 
your position there one bit. Read it for yourself in Scripture: 

“As I live and breathe,” God says, 
    “every knee will bow before me; 
Every tongue will tell the honest truth 
    that I and only I am God.” 

So tend to your knitting. You’ve got your hands full just taking care of your own life 
before God. 

Acts 9:1-22 

9 1-2 All this time Saul was breathing down the necks of the Master’s disciples, out for 
the kill. He went to the Chief Priest and got arrest warrants to take to the meeting 



places in Damascus so that if he found anyone there belonging to the Way, whether 
men or women, he could arrest them and bring them to Jerusalem. 
3-4 He set off. When he got to the outskirts of Damascus, he was suddenly dazed by a 
blinding flash of light. As he fell to the ground, he heard a voice: “Saul, Saul, why are 
you out to get me?” 
5-6 He said, “Who are you, Master?” 

“I am Jesus, the One you’re hunting down. I want you to get up and enter the city. In 
the city you’ll be told what to do next.” 
7-9 His companions stood there dumbstruck—they could hear the sound, but couldn’t 
see anyone—while Saul, picking himself up off the ground, found himself stone-blind. 
They had to take him by the hand and lead him into Damascus. He continued blind for 
three days. He ate nothing, drank nothing. 
10 There was a disciple in Damascus by the name of Ananias. The Master spoke to him 
in a vision: “Ananias.” 

“Yes, Master?” he answered. 
11-12 “Get up and go over to Straight Avenue. Ask at the house of Judas for a man from 
Tarsus. His name is Saul. He’s there praying. He has just had a dream in which he saw 
a man named Ananias enter the house and lay hands on him so he could see again.” 
13-14 Ananias protested, “Master, you can’t be serious. Everybody’s talking about this 
man and the terrible things he’s been doing, his reign of terror against your people in 
Jerusalem! And now he’s shown up here with papers from the Chief Priest that give 
him license to do the same to us.” 
15-16 But the Master said, “Don’t argue. Go! I have picked him as my personal 
representative to non-Jews and kings and Jews. And now I’m about to show him what 
he’s in for—the hard suffering that goes with this job.” 
17-19 So Ananias went and found the house, placed his hands on blind Saul, and said, 
“Brother Saul, the Master sent me, the same Jesus you saw on your way here. He sent 
me so you could see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” No sooner were the words 
out of his mouth than something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes—he could see again! 
He got to his feet, was baptized, and sat down with them to a hearty meal. 
19-21 Saul spent a few days getting acquainted with the Damascus disciples, but then 
went right to work, wasting no time, preaching in the meeting places that this Jesus 
was the Son of God. They were caught off guard by this and, not at all sure they could 
trust him, they kept saying, “Isn’t this the man who wreaked havoc in Jerusalem among 
the believers? And didn’t he come here to do the same thing—arrest us and drag us off 
to jail in Jerusalem for sentencing by the high priests?” 
22 But their suspicions didn’t slow Saul down for even a minute. His momentum was up 
now and he plowed straight into the opposition, disarming the Damascus Jews and 
trying to show them that this Jesus was the Messiah. 
 



MESSAGE:     “To Whom Do You Answer?” 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     God of the Movements and Martyrs 
                                                                   (music at end of bulletin) 
 

THE PRAYERS   
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: We are sent forth from this place to be light, hope, and strength to others, that 
others may know that there is indeed a way through which the challenges of life can be 
met, and peace and strength and new life can abound. May we forget ourselves long 
enough and thoroughly enough to be this kind of witness to our neighbor. Always and 
ever in Jesus' name. Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:     In Mission Together (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

A young couple moved into a new neighborhood. The next morning while they were eating 
breakfast, the young woman saw her neighbor hanging the washing outside. 

"That laundry is not very clean; she doesn’t know how to wash correctly. Perhaps she needs 
better laundry soap." Her husband looked on, remaining 
silent. Every time her neighbor hung her washing out to 
dry, the young woman made the same comments. 

A month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice 
clean wash on the line and said to her husband,  
"Look, she’s finally learned how to wash correctly. I wonder who taught her this?" 

The husband replied, "I got up early this morning and cleaned our windows." 

And so it is with life… What we see when watching others depends on the clarity of the 
window through which we look. So don’t be too quick to judge others, especially if your 
perspective of life is clouded by anger, jealousy, negativity or unfulfilled desires. 

"Judging a person does not define who they are. It defines who you are."  
                                                                                                                                           — Jonathan Kestenbaum 
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