
 

GATHERING PRAYER: 

Begin this Sunday's worship with a time of silence. Our lives are far noisier than 
wind, fire, or earthquake. In a great paradox, God speaks to us in sheer silence. Use 
this chance to listen as you pray. 

Loving God, Wind, flood, fire, earthquake, and storm: each event reminds us of how 
little we are. Arguments at work, grumbling at home, disfunction in our systems of 
government: each event reminds us of how little we control and how much we fear. 
Help us, Lord, that we might listen for your voice in the least likely of places. And help 
us, Lord, that we might hear. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 “The first thing I ask is that people should not make use of my name, and not call 
themselves ‘Lutherans’, but Christians.  What is Luther?  The teaching is not 
mine.  Nor was I crucified for anyone.  St. Paul, in 1 Corinthians 3, would not 
tolerate anyone calling themselves Paul’s or Peter’s, but only Christians….dear 
friends, let us do away with party names, and be called Christians, for it is his 
teaching we have…I am no one’s master, nor do I wish to be.  I share with all the 
one common teaching of Christ, who alone is our master.” - Martin Luther (1522) 

 We are all recovering from something—and there is grace for that. (Whatever 
“that” is!) - Will Starkweather 
 

PRAISE SONG:    Hope House (music at end of bulletin) 
 
REFORMATION CALL TO WORSHIP: 

WORD ALONE 

Leader:  Your Word, O Lord is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 

All:  Your Word is a Lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

Leader:  Jesus said, “If you hold to my teachings, you are really my disciples.” 



All:  “Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” 

LUTHER ON SCRIPTURE:   

Leader:  Dedicated to the Bible as the source of the church’s teachings, 
Luther spoke often to the supremacy of the Scriptures in the 
Church’s life.  “The Christian church is God’s servant.  It listens to 
and does nothing but what it believes to be God’s command.” 

GOD’S GRACE ALONE 

Leader:  For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son. 

 All:  That whoever believes in Him shall have everlasting life. 

Leader:  For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith – and this is     
                           not from yourselves, 

 All:  It is the gift of God! 

  LUTHER ON GRACE: 

Leader:  For Luther, no Scriptural teaching mattered more than the 
theology of grace.  He said, “A good song may well be sung often.  
Grace consists of this: that God is merciful to us, shows grace for 
the sake of the Lord Christ, forgives all sins, and will not charge 
them to us for eternal death.  This is grace:  the forgiveness of sin 
for the sake of the Lord Christ, the covering of sins.” 

FAITH ALONE 

Leader:  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is 
by faith from first to last, just as it is written: 

All:  The righteous will live by faith. 

Leader:  Therefore, since we have all been justified through faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All:  Through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which 
we now stand. 

LUTHER ON FAITH: 

Leader:  Luther spoke for truth which comes only through faith – not 
through the good works we accomplish.  “It is the will and pleasure 
of God that whoever sees the Son and believes in Him has eternal 
life.” 

 
OUR CONFESSION PRAYER: 

Leader:  Creator God, we gather as your children in need of forgiveness. 

All:  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. 

Leader:  For the times we have failed to put you first in our hearts, 



All:  God forgive our lack of faith. 

Leader:  For the people we have failed to help because of our selfishness, 

All:  God forgive our lack of concern. 

Leader:  Most merciful God, forgive our sins, and hear the prayers of our hearts.   

A time of silence to ask God to forgive our sins.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 

Leader:  God has heard our prayers and forgives our sin.  We are no longer held captive 
by the chains of sin.  We are free to fly like an eagle, released from the bonds 
of death.  Jesus loves us!  This is all we need to know, for we do not belong to 
the family of God because of our great faith, or by our kind deeds.  It is 
because Jesus, who died on the cross and rose victorious over death, has 
made us heirs with Him of eternal life. 

 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:   May Love Rise Above (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE LESSON:        

Romans 3:19-28 

 

9-20 So where does that put us? Do we Jews get a better break than the others? Not 
really. Basically, all of us, whether insiders or outsiders, start out in identical 
conditions, which is to say that we all start out as sinners. Scripture leaves no doubt 
about it: 

There’s nobody living right, not even one, nobody who knows the score,  
nobody alert for God. 
They’ve all taken the wrong turn; they’ve all wandered down blind alleys. 
No one’s living right; I can’t find a single one. 
Their throats are gaping graves, their tongues slick as mudslides. 
Every word they speak is tinged with poison.  
They open their mouths and pollute the air. 
They race for the honor of sinner-of-the-year, litter the land with heartbreak and ruin, 
Don’t know the first thing about living with others. 
They never give God the time of day. 

This makes it clear, doesn’t it, that whatever is written in these Scriptures is not what 
God says about others but to us to whom these Scriptures were addressed in the first 
place! And it’s clear enough, isn’t it, that we’re sinners, every one of us, in the same 
sinking boat with everybody else? Our involvement with God’s revelation doesn’t put us 
right with God. What it does is force us to face our complicity in everyone else’s sin. 

21-24 But in our time something new has been added. What Moses and the prophets 
witnessed to all those years has happened. The God-setting-things-right that we read 
about has become Jesus-setting-things-right for us. And not only for us, but for 



everyone who believes in him. For there is no difference between us and them in this. 
Since we’ve compiled this long and sorry record as sinners (both us and them) and 
proved that we are utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God wills for us, God did 
it for us. Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with himself. A pure gift. 
He got us out of the mess we’re in and restored us to where he always wanted us to be. 
And he did it by means of Jesus Christ. 

25-26 God sacrificed Jesus on the altar of the world to clear that world of sin. Having 
faith in him sets us in the clear. God decided on this course of action in full view of the 
public—to set the world in the clear with himself through the sacrifice of Jesus, finally 
taking care of the sins he had so patiently endured. This is not only clear, but it’s now—
this is current history! God sets things right. He also makes it possible for us to live in 
his rightness. 

27-28 So where does that leave our proud Jewish insider claims and counterclaims? 
Canceled? Yes, canceled. What we’ve learned is this: God does not respond to 
what we do; we respond to what God does. We’ve finally figured it out. Our lives get in 
step with God and all others by letting him set the pace, not by proudly or anxiously 
trying to run the parade. 
 
THE GOSPEL:     

John 8:31-36 
31-32 Then Jesus turned to the Jews who had claimed to believe in him. “If you stick with 
this, living out what I tell you, you are my disciples for sure. Then you will experience 
for yourselves the truth, and the truth will free you.” 

33 Surprised, they said, “But we’re descendants of Abraham. We’ve never been slaves to 
anyone. How can you say, ‘The truth will free you’?” 

34-38 Jesus said, “I tell you most solemnly that anyone who chooses a life of sin is 
trapped in a dead-end life and is, in fact, a slave. A slave is a transient, who can’t come 
and go at will. The Son, though, has an established position, the run of the house. So if 
the Son sets you free, you are free through and through. I know you are Abraham’s 
descendants. But I also know that you are trying to kill me because my message hasn’t 
yet penetrated your thick skulls. I’m talking about things I have seen while keeping 
company with the Father, and you just go on doing what you have heard from your 
father.” 
 
MESSAGE:     “Re-Formed By/Through Love” 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     Amazing Grace,  verses 1-4 (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE PRAYERS   
 
 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: God has transformed us from children of the night to sons and daughters of the 
light.  We are loved by one God; we are redeemed by one Savior; we are 
empowered by one Spirit.  As the people of God, let us love the unloved and 
unwanted, redeem the battered and tattered, and empower the weak and 
powerless, that God may be glorified in this world, now and the world without 
end.  

People: Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:  All the People Said Amen (music at end of bulletin)    
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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