
 

 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:     

 The greater perfection a soul aspires after, the more dependent it is upon divine 
grace. - Brother Lawrence 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: There is something deeper than trouble. 
All: It is mercy. 
One: God's amazing grace; 
All: Carrying, lifting, holding us in success and failure. 
One: There is something more powerful than despair. 
All: It is mercy. 
One: God's amazing love; 
All: Seeing us through dark nights, waves of sadness, mountains of grief 

and overpowering guilt. 
One: There is something longer lasting than pain. 
All: It is mercy. 
One: God's healing touch; 
All: Bringing us hope, leading us to joy, teaching us to rise again to new 

life. 
 
SONG:     Alive & Breathing 
 
OUR CONFESSION: 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 
It is in our confession where we realize our desire for God and our hope for God’s 
mercy. It is in admitting the truth of our lives that we take the first step toward 
wholeness and healing. So let us make our confession, first in silent prayer. 

SILENT CONFESSION 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
All: God of all the saints, God of all the sinners, hear our prayer. 

We would be saintlike – holy, good, patient, loving. But we end up 
feeling more like sinners – full of failures of morality, selfish, and 
mean. Perhaps You see us simply as human – as beloved, and flawed, 
and trying, and failing, and succeeding. 

        In all of this, forgive the wrong that we have done, and bless the good 
we have accomplished. Keep on loving us, and helping us, and molding 
us more and more into the image of Christ, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS: 
Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are 
included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve. 
Alleluia! Amen. 
 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:     No Matter What 
 
LESSON:                                               Judges 4:1-7 

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the 
Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the 
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the 
Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and 
had oppressed the Israelites cruelly for twenty years.  

At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to 
sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of 
Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgement. She sent and summoned 
Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, ‘The Lord, the God of 
Israel, commands you, “Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from 
the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of 
Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I 
will give him into your hand.” ’  
 
GOSPEL:                                            Matthew 25:14-30 

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents 
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received 
the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After 
a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the 
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
“Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His 



 

master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you 
handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to 
him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then 
the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew 
that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 
did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here 
you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the 
one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will 
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”       

SERMON:     “Here You Are – What Will You Do?” 

MESSAGE RESPONSE:     If You But Trust in God to Guide You  
                                                         (music at end of bulletin)                                                   

THE PRAYERS  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT: 

Leader: Pardoned by God's abounding grace, empowered by God's constant love and 
protected by God's peace, let us go forth to serve God and others, always 
humbly aware of our own shortcomings, but always encouraged by the faithful 
and loving presence of God in Jesus Christ, to whom be glory and power, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
SONG:     Go Without Knowing 
 
THE DISMISSAL: 

Leader: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God 
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