
 

 
 
Pastoral Welcome and Announcements 
 
Thoughts for the Day:   

 “Preparation is as necessary as praying.”  ― Lailah Gifty Akita 
 

 “All things are ready, if our mind be so.” ― William Shakespeare, Henry V    
 

 Awe is what opens our finite minds to the infinite intelligence of God. Awe is 
what connects our limited hearts to the limitless love of the Lord. Awe is what 
helps us to see God's glory in the sea and the land and the moon and the sun.                                            
                                                                                                                                                -Homiletics 

Advent Music for Meditation:      If In Your Heart 
 
Call to Worship: 

One: I call upon you, people of God, to remember the importance of preparation. 
Many: It is hard to wait for Christmas – our culture does not! 
One: I call upon you, people of God, to know the wisdom of anticipation. 
Many: We want Christmas now! 
One: I call upon you, people of God, to walk in the ways of God’s time and space. 
Many: We pledge not to be overtaken by the culture’s expectations! 
One: Give thanks and worship, people of God! 
Many: We will prepare our minds and hearts and lives for the coming One! 
 
Song:     Drawing Nearer (music at end of bulletin) 
 
Our Confession: 

God, we are so impatient. We cannot wait another day for the joy of 
Christmas, so we gallop ahead into the Christmas season without listening 
for your quiet call to wait, and wait again. Forgive our inability to move in 
your time frame rather than our own. Forgive our tendency to focus on 
what feels good rather than on what you would have us be and do. Forgive 
our lack of desire to be more faithful because we think we are quite good 
enough. Forgive us. Amen.  



 

 
Words of Assurance: 

God calls us to walk in God’s way and forgives us when we choose not to do so. We are 
forgiven, that is good news indeed. 
 
Song:    Jesus Entered Egypt (music at end of bulletin) 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Candle 
             
Candle-Lighting Song:     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah, verse 1             
                                                                                      (music at end of bulletin) 
The Lessons:                           

1 Peter 1:13-16 

Therefore prepare your minds for action;* discipline yourselves; set all your hope on 
the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. Like obedient children, 
do not be conformed to the desires that you formerly had in ignorance. Instead, as he 
who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; for it is written, ‘You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.’ 
 

Luke 3:2b-6 

The word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
 

Matthew 25:31-46 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will 
say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say 



 

to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will 
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 
did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.’ 
 
Message:     “What is on your mind as you wait for Jesus?” 
                           
Message Response:     Bring in Your New World  (music at end of bulletin)            
                                                         
The Prayers 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
The Sending Out: 

Leader: We have heard about the Lord’s ways. We know the habits that lead to life. As 
we go forth from this place in the holiday atmosphere, may we faithfully walk in God’s 
ways, journeying the path paved for each one of us. Let us focus our thoughts on the 
love, grace and actions that lead to life. Thanks be to God.   
Amen. 
 
The Sending Song:     Come Now, O Prince of Peace  (music at end of bulletin)              
 
The Dismissal: 

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave invites you to listen to the song “Thankful,” sung by Josh Groban. 
To view the YouTube video, click on the link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TEqgU4LpnA 
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