
 

 
 
Pastoral Welcome and Announcements 
 
Thoughts for the Day:   

 By his own will Christ was dependent on Mary during Advent: he was 
absolutely helpless; he could go nowhere but where she chose to take him; he 
could not speak; her breathing was his breath; his heart beat in the beating of 
her heart.... In the season of Advent - waking, working, eating, sleeping, being - 
each breath is a breathing of Christ into the world. - Caryll Houselander  
 

 To predispose our mind to welcome the Lord who, as we say in the Creed, one 
day will come to judge the living and the dead, we must learn to recognize him 
as present in the events of daily life. Therefore, Advent is, so to speak, an intense 
training that directs us decisively toward him who already came, who will 
come, and who comes continuously. - Pope John Paul II  

 
Meditation Music for Advent:     If In Your Heart 
 
Call to Worship: 

One: Clear away the unnecessary. 
All: Put aside the unimportant. 
One: Lay down the unrealistic. 
All: Keep your ears open for angel songs. 
One: Cut the lists in half. 
All: Practice saying "no thanks." 
One: Look for the moments of stillness. 
All: Keep your eyes looking for a star, 

your hands ready to give, 
your time open for an unexpected visit, 
your gifts ready to share with everyone.  

 
Song:     All Through the Night (music at end of bulletin) 
 



 

 

Our Confession: 

How long, O God, 'til we see your face? How long 'til refugees can go home 
in peace? How long 'til drive-bys, accidental shootings and gang violence 
leave our neighborhoods? How long must people be discriminated against 
because of the color of their skin, their accent, their age, their sexual 
orientation, their handicap, their gender, their appearance? 

O God, we long for your coming, yet fear the changes you may require. 
Remind us, God, that sweet baby Jesus grew up and called us to new lives 
of compassion and justice. Shout in the midst of packages and parties that 
you come to free us from sin and make us new. Make us ready for 
Christmas. Walk with us this Advent. Amen. 
 
Song:     A Little Light (music at end of bulletin) 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Candle - The Candle of New Life  
  
Lesson:                                   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words 
of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of 
evil.  

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.  
 
Song:     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah, verse 3  
                                               (music at end of bulletin) 
 
Gospel:                                                    Luke 3:1-20 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’  



 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.’  

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, 
‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to 
them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.’  

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. But 
Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s 
wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, added to them all by 
shutting up John in prison.  
 

Message:     “Are You Ready For Christmas?”  
                           
Message Response:     Bring In Your New World (music at end of bulletin)          
                                                         
The Prayers 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
The Sending Out: 

Leader: The Spirit of God is upon you and is sending you to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted and to proclaim liberty to the captives. 
In all that you say and do, prepare the way of the Lord!  Amen. 
 



 

The Sending Song:     All Earth is Hopeful (music at end of bulletin)  
 
The Dismissal: 

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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