
 
NEW YEAR’S WORSHIP: PREPARING FOR 2021 

 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 God gives us all a free trip around the sun each year. Enjoy the ride. 
 
 “I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. Because if you are making 

mistakes, then you are making new things, trying new things, learning, living, 
pushing yourself, changing yourself, changing your world. You're doing things 
you've never done before, and more importantly, you're Doing Something.  

 

So that's my wish for you, and all of us, and my wish for myself. Make New 
Mistakes. Make glorious, amazing mistakes. Make mistakes nobody's ever made 
before. Don't freeze, don't stop, don't worry that it isn't good enough, or it isn't 
perfect, whatever it is: art, or love, or work or family or life.  

 

Whatever it is you're scared of doing, Do it. Make your mistakes, next year and 
forever.” - Neil Gaiman, Author 

 
 “There are better things ahead than any we leave behind.” - C.S. Lewis, Author 

 
THE LIGHT OF A NEW YEAR 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: We have come from everywhere to prepare for a New Year. 
People: We have come seeking rest and renewal as we enter the New Year. 

Leader: We have come with burdens, and questions, and failures from the year past. 

People: We have come seeking a new start. 

Leader: We have come seeking peace in a world of strife and conflict. 

People: We hope for something new in the time ahead. 

Leader: Mostly we have come to ask You Lord to travel with us into this New Year. 

People: May we enter this New Year in faith. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 



OPENING SONG:      Those Who Dream        
                                                    
OUR CONFESSION: 

All: Divine Companion, from the beginning of life to its ending, we rest in 
your loving embrace, though we do not always recognize your 
presence. Our eyes are blind, and our calendars are too full to notice 
your presence. We narrowly define how you work in our lives and 
often miss your surprises. 

Sometimes we cling to the way it used to be. Other times we fling 
ourselves at anything new and lose the gifts of past tradition. 

Remind us, loving God, that you are more than our past experiences 
and future hopes. You are always working for good and often in 
surprising, unexpected ways. Keep our eyes open to see. In the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 

 
(Silence to reflect on what we need to let go of and what we need to embrace as we 
enter a new year.)  
 
HYMN:      O God of Mercy, God of Light (verse 1) (music at end of bulletin) 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:       2 Corinthians 5:16-17 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new! 
 
MEDITATION 
 
HYMN:      O God of Mercy, God of Light (verse 2) (music at end of bulletin) 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:   Ephesians 2:14-22 (The Message) 
14-15 The Messiah has made things up between us so that we’re now together on this, 
both non-Jewish outsiders and Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we used to keep 
each other at a distance. He repealed the law code that had become so clogged with fine 
print and footnotes that it hindered more than it helped. Then he started over. Instead 
of continuing with two groups of people separated by centuries of animosity and 
suspicion, he created a new kind of human being, a fresh start for everybody. 
16-18 Christ brought us together through his death on the cross. The Cross got us to 
embrace, and that was the end of the hostility. Christ came and preached peace to you 
outsiders and peace to us insiders. He treated us as equals, and so made us equals. 
Through him we both share the same Spirit and have equal access to the Father. 
19-22 That’s plain enough, isn’t it? You’re no longer wandering exiles. This kingdom of 
faith is now your home country. You’re no longer strangers or outsiders. You belong 



here, with as much right to the name Christian as anyone. God is building a home. He’s 
using us all—irrespective of how we got here—in what he is building. He used the 
apostles and prophets for the foundation. Now he’s using you, fitting you in brick by 
brick, stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone that holds all the parts 
together. We see it taking shape day after day—a holy temple built by God, all of us 
built into it, a temple in which God is quite at home. 
 
MEDITATION 
 
HYMN:      O God of Mercy, God of Light (verse 4) (music at end of bulletin) 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:         Matthew 25:31-40 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will 
say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”     
 
MEDITATION 
 
HYMN:      O God of Mercy, God of Light (verse 5) (music at end of bulletin) 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:          Hebrews 12:1-2 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race 
that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.         
 
MEDITATION 
 
HYMN:      O God of Mercy, God of Light (verse 6) (music at end of bulletin) 
 
P: In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the     

prophets. 



C: But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 
  
THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
THE SENDING OUT : 

Leader: Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths untraveled, through challenges unknown.  Give us faith to go 
out into this New Year with courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

All:       Amen! 
 
THE SENDING SONG:     Canticle of the Turning (music at end of bulletin) 
   
THE DISMISSAL: 

Leader:      Go into the New Year in peace and serve the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God.  
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