
 

 

 
Pastoral Welcome and Announcements 
 
Thoughts for the Day:    

 “Miracles are a retelling in small letters of the very same story which is written 
across the whole world in letters too large for some of us to see.” - C.S. Lewis 
 

 “When all the suns and nebulae have passed away, each one of you will still be 
alive.” - C.S. Lewis 

 
Call to Worship: 

One: Searching for our true home, 
All: We know we shall be led on the path. 
One: Longing for the warmth of the hearth, 
All: We know we shall find the fire of God's presence. 
One: Looking for a place to be ourselves, 
All: We know we shall find acceptance. 
One: Yearning to find someone who cares, 
All: We know we shall know God's love. 
One: Hoping for a joy stronger than gray, cold mornings and long, dark nights, 
All: We know we shall know the music of eternity and forever sing praise.  
One: We know … 
All:  … because the light of Christ shows us the end of the story. 
 
Song:     God Will See Us Through (music at end of bulletin)  
 
Our Confession: 

God of wonders and the God who promises us new life, we live life with 
blinders on and miss the glory you share with us. We keep our shoulders to 
the wheel, our eyes on the ball, our stomachs tucked in, our heads held 
high, and wonder why life feels like we are still losing, why work feels like a 
drag, and why the days go so quickly by without bringing a sense of 
fulfillment. 



 

God, you have revealed the end of the story and it always ends with life- 
new life. Give us a childlike sense of fascination and delight; like a child, let 
us rush to the end of the story, where we find kindness, justice, mercy, and 
love. Amen. 
 
Words of Comfort: 

Leader: God has promised us that at the end will we always find forgiveness and rest 
for our souls. Rejoice and enter the story of life in Christ. 

 
Confession Response:     Amazing Grace (music at end of bulletin) 
 
Reading:                                         Revelation 21:1-7 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;  
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying 
and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’  

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also 
he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will 
give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit 
these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.  
 
The Gospel:                                           Mark 9:2-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared 
to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them 
anymore, but only Jesus.  

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

The Message:     “Reading the End of the Story First” 

Message Response:     People of Hope (music at end of bulletin)                                                  

The Prayers 



 

 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

The Sending Out: 

Leader: You are children of God and sharers in the promise of the gospel. Go now into 
the world, full of hope, and reveal to all people the magnificent mystery of 
God's plan for creation. Amen. 

 
Sending Song:     May the God of Hope Go with Us (music at end of bulletin)          
 
The Dismissal: 

Leader: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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