APRIL 11, 2021

Christ is Risen, Christ is Risen Indeed—Alleluia! w

GATHERING PRAYER:

Begin this Sunday's worship with a time of silence. Our lives are far noisier than
wind, fire, or earthquake. In a great paradox, God speaks to us in sheer silence. Use
this chance to listen as you pray.

Wellspring of eternal life, we come to you this day having drunk deeply the waters of
anxiety and despair. Bring to us your living water. Quench our thirsting souls, for we
offer this prayer in Your Name. AMEN.

PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY:

< Give to us clear vision that we may know where to stand and what to stand for -
because unless we stand for something, we shall fall for anything. - Peter Marshall

< Everyone takes the limits of his own vision for the limits of the world.
- Arthur Schopenhauer

% It is only with the heart that one can see rightly, what is essential is invisible to
the eye. - Antoine Saint-Exupéry

< Itis a terrible thing to see and have no vision. - Helen Keller
PRAISE SONG: The Gathering Hymn (music at end of bulletin)

CALL TO WORSHIP:

One: The work of our hands,

All: Our labor of care.

One: Our open hand,

All: Our tender embrace,

One: Loving God, we serve you...

All: By loving the world,

One: Caring for all people,

All: Especially the poor, the young, the forgotten.
One: We serve God not by being “right”,

All: But by being loving.

One: By this they will know we are your disciples.
All: May our love glorify our Savior.



OUR CONFESSION:

All: Holy God, when Jesus knew he was about to be crucified, he left his
disciples with one command: Love one another as I have loved you.
How simple it seems, and yet how hard it is to do what he asked.
Instead of love, our hearts harbor self-righteousness, resentment, self-
sufficiency and envy. We wish to be better than others rather than one
with them. You know our hearts, and you know the many ways we
violate your command to love. Forgive us for how often and how far we
fall short. Teach us what love truly is so that by your grace, we may
show ourselves to be the disciples we want to be. Amen

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
The waters of mercy and healing are poured over you. God is loving and faithful to
those who come to God. Come, seek the loving presence and be healed. AMEN.

THE CONFESSION RESPONSE: And They All Came to Jesus

(music at end of bulletin)

THE LESSONS: Acts 4:32-35

23After they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief
priests and the elders had said to them. 2#When they heard it, they raised their voices
together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, the
sea, and everything in them, 25it is you who said by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor
David, your servant: ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples imagine vain

things? 2¢The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers have gathered together
against the Lord and against his Messiah.” 27For in this city, in fact, both Herod and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, gathered together against
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,>to do whatever your hand and your plan
had predestined to take place.2And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your
servants to speak your word with all boldness, 3°while you stretch out your hand to
heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant
Jesus.” 3'When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was
shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with
boldness.

John 20:19-31

1YWhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2'Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”22When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with



them when Jesus came.25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 2Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”3°Now
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 3'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

MESSAGE: “Loving is Believing”

MESSAGE RESPONSE: Ask the Complicated Questions

(music at end of bulletin)

THE PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, forever and

ever. Amen.

THE SENDING OUT:
Leader: Christis risen...
All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Leader: Now, as you leave this place, may the Lord help us: Follow Jesus' way, see and
celebrate God's presence everywhere, and love our neighbors as we love
ourselves. ...In the name of Christ.

All: Amen!
THE SENDING SONG: Cross of Christ (music at end of bulletin)

THE DISMISSAL:

Leader: Go in peace. Serve the Risen Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



OURéUe/ COME 1s WIDE OPEN ™=}

: Skeptic. Cynic. Certain. Believer Confident. Fearful. Doubter Seeker. Questioner.

- latino. Black. Asian. White. Indigenous. Immigrant. Any combination of ethnic or
- r1acial identities. Female. Male. Straight. Gay. Bisexual Transgender. Questioning.
- Rich Poor Middle-class. Barely making it Able bodied. Specially abled. Disabled.
Young. Old. In-between. Married. Single. Divorced. Awaiting trial Served time.
On probation. Tired. Worn. Hopeful. Employed. Unemployed. Workaholic. Slacker
Anxious. Depressed. Confused. Centered. Inked. Pierced. Both. Life long follower
of Jesus. Regular attender. Occasional attender. Curious onlooker. Don't quite fit the box.
Need a prayer right now. Trinity is a faith community where we believe
in God's love, grace and mercy—illustrated most clearly through Jesus
Christ. We believe we are all children of God, created in God's image
and equal in God's sight. We believe God loves us just as we are and
way too much to let us stay this way. We are called to live in God's light
and be transformed, not through judgment but through unconditional love.
- We believe God's love is all-inclusive and is stronger than the pressure
- to be perfect regardless of whatever labels we carry. Saint. Sinner Democrat.
Republican Independent. Libertarian. Green. Socialist. Apolitical Addicted. Recovering.
We don't care what religion or denomination you are. We are all Human. We are all Flawed.
We are all Beloved. —You are welcome here.
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The Gathering Hymn. Lyrics and tune arr.: Ken Medema. Tune: Nettleton, public domain. © 2020
Ken Medema Music. Used by licensed permission from Convergence Music Project. All rights
reserved.

And They All Came to Jesus. Words and Music: Ken Medema. © 2006. Ken Medema/Brier Patch
Music. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Ask the Complicated Questions. Words: David Bjorlin. Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835.
Words © 2018. Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-
714192. All rights reserved.

Cross of Christ. Words and Music: Larry Olson. © 2006. Dakota Road Music. Reprinted with
permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.



The Gathering Hymn
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And They All Came to Jesus
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A Ask the Complicated Questions
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