
 

 
 
Pastoral Welcome and Announcements 
 
Thoughts for the Day: 

 Mother is the name for God in the lips and hearts of little children.  
                                                                                         - William Makepeace Thackeray  

 I believe that nothing I deserve to be ashamed of will ever make me 
unacceptable to God.                                                                             -Lewis B. Smedes  

 Easter is the great proclamation and promise of God that nothing can overcome 
God's love, not even the murder of the Son of God.                            -Charles Ferrell  

 
Song: I Believe in that Love (music at end of bulletin)  
    
Prayer of the Day: 

Our heavenly mother, who loves us and makes us their own, draw us close to your heart 
and increase our capacity to overflow with your love. With childlike faith, we wait for 
you in expectation. Amen. 
 
Our Confession:                  

Leader:  The Lord sees how great is the wickedness on the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of our heart is evil all the time. The Lord is grieved 
and God’s heart is filled with a parent’s pain. 

People: Lord, we confess that we are a part of this world. 
Leader:   We grieve the Lord 
People: And break God’s heart. 
Leader:   We damage and destroy God's creation by our sinfulness. 
People: We hurt and disregard the lives of God’s precious children. 
Leader:   Where is our salvation? 
People: Where is our righteousness? 
Leader:   Where is our righteousness? 
People: In Jesus Christ is our salvation. 
Leader:   In Jesus Christ is our righteousness. 
People: Mother, forgive us for our sins, 



 

Leader:   Which cause unspeakable corruption and violence 
People: To your creation  
Leader:   And your people 
People: And our relationships. 
Leader:   Forgive us for the grief and pain that result from our sins. 
People: Forgive us and clothe us in Christ's righteousness. 
Leader:   Thanks be to God, 
People: Our God of infinite love. 
Leader:   It is done. 
People: Amen. 
 
Confession Response:    God of Second Chances, verses 1. 2 & 5 
                                                                 (music at end of bulletin) 
 
Readings:             Isaiah 49:14-16 

But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, 
   my Lord has forgotten me.’  
Can a woman forget her nursing-child, 
   or show no compassion for the child of her womb? 
Even these may forget, 
   yet I will not forget you.  
See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; 

 
                 Psalm 98 

O sing to the Lord a new song, 
   for he has done marvelous things. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
   have gained him victory.  
The Lord has made known his victory; 
   he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.  
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
   to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
   the victory of our God.  

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
   break forth into joyous song and sing praises.  
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 
   with the lyre and the sound of melody.  
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
   make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.  

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
   the world and those who live in it.  



 

Let the floods clap their hands; 
   let the hills sing together for joy  
at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming 
   to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
   and the peoples with equity.  

 
Gospel:                                                John 15:9-17 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but 
I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.  

Sermon:     “Hands That Love”     Pastor David Schoob 

Message Response:     There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy, verses  1, 3 & 4  
                                                                               (music at end of bulletin)                                       

The Prayers 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
The Sending Out: 

May your unfailing love rest upon us, O loving Mother, even as we put our hope in you. 
 
Song:      Go My Children, with My Blessing  (music at end of bulletin)           
 
The Dismissal: 

Leader: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
All:       Thanks be to God. 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

I Believe in That Love. Lyrics and music by Larry Olson. © 1993 Dakota Road Music. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 

The God of Second Chances. Lyrics and music by David Haas. Lyrics and music © 2005 GIA 
Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights 
reserved.  

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy. Words by Frederick W. Faber. Tune by Rowland H. 
Prichard. Public Domain. 

Go My Children, with My Blessing. Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda. Music: Welsh traditional, arr. 
Ralph Vaughan Williams. Text ©1983 Concordia Publishing House; arr. © Oxford University 
Press. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 



 
 


