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4TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Pastoral Welcome and Announcements

Thoughts for the Day:

% Though our feelings come and go, God’s love for us does not. - C.S. Lewis

% If God had a flower for each moment He thought of you, the whole universe
would be a garden. - Matshona Dhliwayo

Call to Worship:

Leader: From the fullness of God’s love we are showered with blessings.
All: Whether we recognize these gifts or not.

Leader: God never stops sowing the seeds of new life.

All: May that life find a place in us.

Song: O God, Whose Word Well-Planted (music at end of bulletin)

Our Confession:

God of steadfast love, you delight in your creation. You spread your palette
of reds and golds, purples and greens for all to see. But we get caught up in
speeding through life, intent on accomplishing more, yet somehow
enjoying it less.

Open our eyes to the wonder all around. Spin us around to see and
appreciate.

Let the joy of life touch our hearts and laughter fill our souls. Slow us down
enough to marvel at the splendor around us and to let loose a prayer of
thanks. Stir us to be a community of joy, a people of praise, a center of
healing. Help your love grow in us so that your love might multiply and
spread through the world.

Amen.

Confession Response: Good Soil (mmusic at end of bulletin)



Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23 (The Message)

This is one of Jesus’ parables and sometimes called the Parable of the Sower or

Farmer. Jesus’uses this story to help His hearers understand how God’s kingdom, or reign
and rule, is at work with God giving and differing responses resulting. He also links it to
their Jewish heritage with the prophet Isaiah, suggesting similar responses existed from
some in his time.

-3 At about that same time Jesus left the house and sat on the beach. In no time at all a
crowd gathered along the shoreline, forcing him to get into a boat. Using the boat as a
pulpit, he addressed his congregation, telling stories.

3-8 “What do you make of this? A farmer planted seed. As he scattered the seed, some of
it fell on the road, and birds ate it. Some fell in the gravel; it sprouted quickly but didn’t
put down roots, so when the sun came up it withered just as quickly. Some fell in the
weeds; as it came up, it was strangled by the weeds. Some fell on good earth, and
produced a harvest beyond his wildest dreams.

9“Are you listening to this? Really listening?”
Why Tell Stories?
10 The disciples came up and asked, “Why do you tell stories?”

115 He replied, “You’ve been given insight into God’s kingdom. You know how it works.
Not everybody has this gift, this insight; it hasn’t been given to them. Whenever
someone has a ready heart for this, the insights and understandings flow freely. But if
there is no readiness, any trace of receptivity soon disappears. That’s why I tell stories:
to create readiness, to nudge the people toward a welcome awakening. In their present
state they can stare till doomsday and not see it, listen till they’re blue in the face and
not get it. I don’t want Isaiah’s forecast repeated all over again:

Your ears are open but you don’t hear a thing.
Your eyes are awake but you don’t see a thing.
The people are stupid!
They stick their fingers in their ears
so they won’t have to listen;
They screw their eyes shut
so they won’t have to look,
so they won’t have to deal with me face-to-face
and let me heal them.

16-17 “But you have God-blessed eyes—eyes that see! And God-blessed ears—ears that
hear! A lot of people, prophets and humble believers among them, would have given
anything to see what you are seeing, to hear what you are hearing, but never had the
chance.

The Meaning of the Harvest Story

18-19 “Study this story of the farmer planting seed. When anyone hears news of the
kingdom and doesn’t take it in, it just remains on the surface, and so the Evil One



comes along and plucks it right out of that person’s heart. This is the seed the farmer
scatters on the road.

20-21“The seed cast in the gravel—this is the person who hears and instantly responds
with enthusiasm. But there is no soil of character, and so when the emotions wear off
and some difficulty arrives, there is nothing to show for it.

22“The seed cast in the weeds is the person who hears the kingdom news, but weeds of
worry and illusions about getting more and wanting everything under the sun strangle
what was heard, and nothing comes of it.

23 “The seed cast on good earth is the person who hears and takes in the News, and then
produces a harvest beyond his wildest dreams.”

Sermon: “The Careful Gardener!?” Pastor David Schoob

Message Response: Almighty God, Your Word is Cast

(music at end of bulletin)

The Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Sending Out:

L: May the blessings of God warm you like the sun.
May the love of Christ wash over you like a gentle rain.
May the joy of the Spirit raise you to new heights like an eagle.
Go in peace.

A: Amen!

Song: May This Church Be Like a Tree (music at end of bulletin)

The Dismissal:

Leader: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God
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Skeptic. Cynic. Certain. Believer Confident. Fearful. Doubter Seeker. Questioner.
Latino. Black. Asian. White. Indigenous. Immigrant. Any combination of ethnic or

- racial identities. Female. Male. Straight. Gay Bisexual Transgender. Questioning.
Rich. Poor. Middle-class. Barely making it. Able bodied. Specially abled. Disabled.
Young. Old. In-between. Married. Single. Divorced. Awaiting trial Served time.
On probation. Tired. Worn. Hopeful. Employed. Unemployed. Workaholic. Slacker.
Anxious. Depressed. Confused. Centered. Inked. Pierced. Both. Life long follower
of Jesus. Regular attender. Occasional attender. Curious onlooker. Don't quite fit the box.
Need a prayer right now. Trinity is a faith community where we believe
in God's love, grace and mercy—illustrated most clearly through Jesus
Christ. We believe we are all children of God, created in God's image
and equal in God's sight. We believe God loves us just as we are and
way too much to let us stay this way. We are called to live in God's light
and be transformed, not through judgment but through unconditional love.
We believe God’s love is all-inclusive and is stronger than the pressure
to be perfect regardless of whatever labels we carry. Saint. Sinner Democrat.
Republican Independent. Libertarian. Green. Socialist. Apolitical Addicted. Recovering.
We don't care what religion or denomination you are. We are all Human. We are all Flawed.
We are all Beloved. —You are welcome here.

O God, Whose Word Well-Planted. Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr.; Music:
Stephen P. Folkemer. Text and Music © 1990 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with
permission under One License #-714192. All rights reserved.

Good Soil (Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil). Words and Music by Handt
Hanson. © 1985 Changing Church / Prince of Peace, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Publishers. Reprinted with permission under One License #-714192. All rights
reserved.

Almighty God, Your Word is Cast. Words: John Cawood. Music: J. Day, Psalter.
Public Domain.

May This Church Be Like a Tree. Spanish text and music: Pablo D. Sosa.; tr.
Andrew Donaldson. Spanish text and music © 2011 GIA Publications, inc. English text
© 2013 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under One License #-714192.
All rights reserved.
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Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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May This Church Be Like a Tree
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