
 

GATHERING MUSIC  

We begin this week's worship with a time to meditate on our theme expressed in the 
song “My God”. 
    
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY 

 We have to pray with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties. - Oswald Chambers  

 Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire? - Corrie Ten Boom 

 The function of prayer is not to influence God, but rather to change the nature of 
the one who prays. - Soren Kierkegaard 

 The value of persistent prayer is not that God will hear us but that we will finally 
hear God. - William McGill. 

 
PRAISE SONG:     “Hear My Prayer” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  (based on Psalm 121) 

Leader: I lift up my eyes to the hills -- from where will my help come? 
All:      My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Leader: The Lord is our keeper. 
All:        The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this 

time on and forevermore. Lord, we follow you not because it is 
easy, but because it requires thought and effort to discern our 
priorities in this world. We pray that our lives will be used by you 
to your glory and honor. Amen. 

 
OUR CONFESSION:  

Leader:   Let us confess to God and before one another our sins, and especially our lack 
of persistence and patience. 

People: We confess to you, O God, and before one another that we have 
sinned. We have failed to be your obedient people. We have 



become discouraged when things have not changed quickly enough 
for us. We have given up too easily when things have become 
difficult. Strengthen us and send us out once more to be your 
presence in this world. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 

Leader:   God loves us and our world. Receive God’s grace and forgiveness, and go to do 
the work that God has for us. 

People: Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION RESPONSE:     “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”     
                                                                                         (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE GOSPEL:             Luke 18:1-8 (The Message) 

Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently and 
never quit. He said, “There was once a judge in some city who never gave God a 
thought and cared nothing for people. A widow in that city kept after him: ‘My rights 
are being violated. Protect me!’ 
“He never gave her the time of day. But after this went on and on he said to himself, ‘I 
care nothing what God thinks, even less what people think. But because this widow 
won’t quit badgering me, I’d better do something and see that she gets justice—
otherwise I’m going to end up beaten black-and-blue by her pounding.’” 

Then the Master said, “Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying? So what 
makes you think God won’t step in and work justice for his chosen people, who 
continue to cry out for help? Won’t he stick up for them? I assure you, he will. He will 
not drag his feet. But how much of that kind of persistent faith will the Son of Man find 
on the earth when he returns?” 
 
MESSAGE:     “Persist – Don’t Desist”   Pastor Cristy Schoob 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     “Leaning In”  (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our 
daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory are Yours now and forever.  
Amen.  

 
  



THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: Dismiss us, Lord, with confidence. 
               Ground us in hope. 
               Strengthen our faith. 
               Remind us of those things worth dying for, 
               That we might live in truth.  
               Help us never give up, never surrender to the powers of the world. 
All:  Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:     “Light Shines in the Darkness”  
                                                          (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God!  
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