
 
 
PREPARATION PRAYER: 

Great God of love, you are the alpha and omega.  By the love of Jesus you made the 
cross – an instrument of shameful, painful death – to be for us the means of life.  Help 
us to find such peace and security in Jesus’ cross that we trust your love at all times.  
Help us to find in you the hope and strength we need to live faithfully and fully as 
your children through all our beginnings and endings.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen.   
  
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 “Starting over begins when I develop a reawakened appreciation for what I 
already have, a renewed recognition of what I’ve recklessly forsaken, a 
rehabilitated understanding that I foolishly do both of those things, and a 
revitalized commitment to live the rest of my life never doing either of them 
again.”                                                                                            - Craig D. Lounsbrough 

 “Easter is joy, hope, love, and renewal. Easter is proof that we can begin again.”  
                                                                                                             - Richelle E. Goodrich 

 
PRAISE SONG:     Light the Fire (music at end of bulletin)  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:   

Leader:   Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
People: Renew our worn-out hopes. Restore our forgotten dreams. 
Leader:   Come, Prince of Peace, come. 
People: Refashion our commitment to a world where justice and peace 

embrace. 
Leader:   Come, Wonderful Counselor, come. 
People: Rekindle our joy for living and refuel our passion for truth. 
Leader:   Come, Giver of Life, come. 
People: Refresh our yearning for you. Replant us in your grace. 
Leader:   Come, Lord Jesus, come. 



OUR CONFESSION PRAYER: 

God of eternal hope, you place a light into every darkness and a star in 
every sky, and yet we seem to prefer to walk in the darkness of despair and 
worry.  We cover over the light of possibility with a flurry of worry.  We 
walk bent over with care and concern and miss the reach of the stars.  We 
fear the worst and distrust the best.  We forge ahead on our own, not 
noticing your outstretched hand.  We forget that there is never a moment 
that you are not with us.  We forget that to every situation your love and 
power brings a candle of hope, the light of peace and the radiance of joy. 

Shine your light on our path and walk with us through all our dark valleys.  
Shine in the dark caverns of our hearts.  Make us radiant with your love 
that others may see our good works and glorify our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 

Leader: Our sins are forgiven and we have a new start.  Today we are called to live as 
God’s people in the world.  Let us answer the call in joy.   

All:        Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION RESPONSE:     Changed for Good (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE LESSON            Ephesians 2:1-6 

It wasn’t so long ago that you were mired in that old stagnant life of sin. You let the 
world, which doesn’t know the first thing about living, tell you how to live. You filled 
your lungs with polluted unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience. We all did it, all of us 
doing what we felt like doing, when we felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat. It’s a 
wonder God didn’t lose his temper and do away with the whole lot of us. Instead, 
immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us. He took our sin-dead 
lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all this on his own, with no help from us! Then 
he picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in company with Jesus, our 
Messiah.  
 
THE GOSPEL:           John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was 
life,[a] and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
 
MESSAGE:     “Could we start again, please?” - Pastor Cristy Schoob 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     Ubuntu (music at end of bulletin) 
 



THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: The One who made you has made you new. Now you are sent out to offer the 
world the opportunity be made alive through the power of God's Spirit who 
dwells in you. Go out with, and to BE, the blessing of God Almighty.   

All:     Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:     All The People Said Amen (music at end of bulletin)  
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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