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1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

MEDITATION PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP:

O Lord we pray that you would wake us up to your loving presence. Reveal to us the
depth of your love in all the places of life. Prepare our hearts and minds to receive the
coming of your son among us. Amen.

SONG OF GATHERING: IfInYour Heart
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY:
% WAKE UP!

< Into our midst comes Advent, representing not the end but the beginning of the
church year; not the tying-up of all our loose ends, but God’s opening up of our
future. Its focus in not on all we have to do, but on all God has done, is doing
and will do in the marvelous gift of Christ. - Jean Cramer-Heuerman

% God speaks to us, I would say, much more often than we realize... God’s message
is not written out in starlight; rather it is written out for each of us in the
humdrum, helter-skelter events of each day. It is a message that in the long run
just might make all the difference. - Frederick Buechner

CALL TO WORSHIP:

One: A voice crying in the wilderness, Wake up!
All: A word needing to be heard:

One: Wake up! Prepare the way.

All: Get ready all hearts,

One: Create a quiet place.

All: Listen. Listen deep.

One: A voice shouting in the desert: Wake up!
All: Feed the hungry, shelter the homeless.

One: God comes in unexpected places.



All: Christ is coming!
One: Christ is coming.
All: Wake up!

PRAISE SONG: All Earthis Hopeful (music atend of bulletin)

OUR CONFESSION:
All: Wake us, O God! Wake us from the busyness that already threatens to
obscure the simple splendor of your humble birth.

Wake us to the truth about ourselves, that we give in to the pressures
of culture to buy more than we need, to give mainly to those who give
to us, to spend more time shopping than praying.

We confess that we need Advent to refocus us, to turn our eyes to
those who encounter “no vacancy” signs, and to teach us to listen to
those whose pain knows no words. Wake us to a new Advent. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE:

The good news of Advent is that Jesus Christ has come into the world, has led the way
through death that we may have life, and is coming again to make all things new.

CONFESSION RESPONSE: How Long? (music at end of bulletin)
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: Messiah (music at end of bulletin)

THE READING: Luke 21:25-36 (The Message)

Here are some of Jesus’ teachings in the temple before the events leading to His death. Jesus speaks
of what will happen before the coming of the Son of Man, referring to himself. His advice to His
hearers is to be watchful for these signs, but to do so with hope because their redemption is coming.

5-26 “It will seem like all hell has broken loose—sun, moon, stars, earth, sea, in an
uproar and everyone all over the world in a panic, the wind knocked out of them by the
threat of doom, the powers-that-be quaking.

27-28 “And then—then!—they’ll see the Son of Man welcomed in grand style—a glorious
welcome! When all this starts to happen, up on your feet. Stand tall with your heads
high. Help is on the way!”

29-33 He told them a story. “Look at a fig tree. Any tree for that matter. When the leaves
begin to show, one look tells you that summer is right around the corner. The same
here—when you see these things happen, you know God’s kingdom is about here. Don’t
brush this off: I'm not just saying this for some future generation, but for this one,
too—these things will happen. Sky and earth will wear out; my words won’t wear out.

34-36 “But be on your guard. Don’t let the sharp edge of your expectation get dulled by
parties and drinking and shopping. Otherwise, that Day is going to take you by
complete surprise, spring on you suddenly like a trap, for it’s going to come on



everyone, everywhere, at once. So, whatever you do, don’t fall asleep at the wheel. Pray
constantly that you will have the strength and wits to make it through everything that’s
coming and end up on your feet before the Son of Man.”

THE GOSPEL: Mark 13:32-37

As the first season of the church year, Advent, has several focuses. One is endings and beginnings
which is suggested in this New Testament reading. This portion, of Mark’s story about Jesus’ life, is
sometimes called the “Little Apocalypse”. Here Jesus is speaking not just about the end of life, but of
all human history, and that they are to keep awake to experience what will then come.

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. Beware, keep alert;" for you do not know when the time will
come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the

watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find
you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’

MESSAGE: “Wake Up!” Pastor David Schoob

MESSAGE RESPONSE: Come to Be Our Hope, O Jesus

(music at end of bulletin)

THE PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread and
Jorgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING OUT:

Leader: Stay awake! Christ has come in the past, he will come again at the end of time-
-- and he is coming today. Stay awake and look in all the unexpected places.

All: Amen.

THE SENDING SONG: May the God of Hope Go With Us
(music at end of bulletin)

THE DISMISSAL:

Leader:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Skeptic. Cynic. Certain. Believer Confident. Fearful. Doubter. Seeker. Questioner.
~ latino. Black. Asian. White. Indigenous. Immigrant. Any combination of ethnic or
- racial identities. Female. Male. Straight. Gay. Bisexual Transgender. Questioning.
Rich. Poor Middle-class. Barely making it Able bodied Specially abled. Disabled.
Young. Old. In-between. Married. Single. Divorced. Awaiting trial. Served time.
On probation. Tired. Worn. Hopeful Employed. Unemployed. Workaholic. Slacker
Anxious. Depressed. Confused. Centered. Inked. Pierced. Both. Life long follower
of Jesus. Regular attender. Occasional attender. Curious onlooker. Don't quite fit the box.
Need a prayer right now. Trinity is a faith community where we believe
in God's love, grace and mercy—illustrated most clearly through Jesus
Christ. We believe we are all children of God, created in God'’s image
and equal in God's sight. We believe God loves us just as we are and
- way too much to let us stay this way. We are called to live in God’s light
~and be transformed, not through judgment but through unconditional love.
_We believe God’s love is all-inclusive and is stronger than the pressure
_to be perfect regardless of whatever labels we carry. Saint. Sinner Democrat.
Republican. Independent. Libertarian. Green. Socialist Apolitical Addicted. Recovering.
‘We don't care what religion or denomination you are. We are all Human. We are all Flawed.
We are all Beloved. —You are welcome here.

If In Your Heart. Lyrics and music by Ana Hernandez. ©2007 Ana Hernandez (BMI). Used with licensed
permission of Convergence Music Project. All rights reserved.

All Earth is Hopeful. Words: Alberto Taulé, tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall. Music Alberto Taulé. © Tune 1993,
tr. ©1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP Publications. Reprinted with permission under One License
#A-714192. All rights reserved.

How Long? Words and Music by Hans Peterson. © 1992 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted with permission under
One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.

Messiah. Words and Music by Larry Olson. © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted with permission under One
License #A-714192. All rights reserved.

Come to Be Our Hope, Jesus. Text: Jaci Maraschin, Portuguese and English; Spanish tr. Jorge Rodriguez.
Music: Marcilio de Oliveiro Filho. © 1987, 1989 World Council of Churches. Music © 1989 Marcilio de
Oliveiro Filho, admin. World Council of Churches. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192.
All rights reserved.

May the God of Hope Go With Us. Words: v. 1 Alvin Schutmaat, v. 2 Fred Kaan. Music: Argentinian Folk
Melody. Words (v. 2) © 1993, Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-
714192. All rights reserved.
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How Long?
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How long will you hide from me, Oh, Lord? How long?
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A How long till the wolf lies down with the lamb? How long?
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Come to Be Our Hope, O Jesus
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Messiah
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May the God of Hope Go With Us
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