
 
PRAYER AS WE GATHER: 

We praise you, O God, for you come to us in the midst of our everyday lives. You 
surprise us with your presence in the midst of all the turmoil and craziness around us. 
Help us to look for you with hope and anticipation every day. Amen. 
 
Song of Advent Meditation and Gathering:      “If In Your Heart” 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 What we do see depends mainly on what we look for. ... In the same field the 
farmer will notice the crop, the geologists the fossils, botanists the flowers, artists 
the coloring, sportsmen the cover for the game. Though we may all look at the 
same things, it does not all follow that we should see them. -  John Lubbock 

 Never lose an opportunity of seeing anything beautiful, for beauty is God's 
handwriting. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 Worship is a way of seeing the world in the light of God. - Abraham Joshua Heschel 
 
PRAISE SONG:     “I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day” 
                                                   (music at end of bulletin) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader:    Let us bless our God who comes among us. 
People:  We praise God who comes to save all creation. 
Leader:    The signs of God’s coming are all around us, if we see. 
People:  We shall look for God’s presence this day. 
Leader:    God comes to heal us and through us to heal others. 
People:  We will open our lives so that we may heal and be healed. 
ALL: O God who comes among us to save us: Grant us the grace to 

watch for and see the signs of your coming and to participate in 
your saving works; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
  



OUR CONFESSION PRAYER: 

Leader:   Let us confess to God and before one another our sins and especially our 
failure to watch for and see Christ coming among us. 

People: We confess to you, O God, and before one another that we have 
sinned. We have focused our lives on the things of this world and 
we have missed the signs of your coming. Whether it is the earth 
itself or our sisters and brothers, we have been blind to your 
presence in their needs. Help us to see you in everyone and 
everything around us so that we may be carriers of your salvation 
for all creation. Amen. 

Leader:   God does come to save us; all of us. Open your eyes and open lives to God’s 
presence and be healed and amazed. 

                 (Silence is observed.) 
 
THE CONFESSION RESPONSE:     “No Obvious Angels”  
                                                                    (music at end of bulletin)  
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 
 
SONG:     “Messiah” (music at end of bulletin)       
  
MESSAGE IN WORD AND SONG:    

“WATCH” 

Would I Miss the Miracle 
Heaven Everywhere 
Christmas is Coming 

Stranger Standing at My Door 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:   
One: Watch and be people of joy. Let joy live in your heart and share the joy of Christ 

with all you meet. Share joy by seeing the good in each other. Share joy by 
remembering good times and hoping for good times to come. Share joy by 



praying for our world. In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share joy. 
As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share joy, peace, and hope with 
those you meet. 

           And the blessing of God Almighty, The Source of Our Being, The Light in Our 
Darkness, The Spirit of Wisdom in Our Seeking, rest upon you and remain within 
you, always. 

ALL: Amen.  
 
THE SENDING SONG:     “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”  
                                          (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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