
 

 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: 

 “When Christ entered our world, he didn’t come to brighten our Decembers but 
to transform our lives.” - Rich Miller 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

L: Silent night, holy night, 
 C: Behold the wonder, born in light. 

L: Born a child, yet a king, 
 C: A promise fulfilled, the angels sing. 

L: Sing of love, sing of life, 
C: The Prince of Peace shall end all strife. 
  
OPENING CAROL MEDLEY:        

“O Come All Ye Faithful” 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him Born the king of angels: 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

The highest, most holy Light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! 
Oh, Come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 



Hail the heav’n born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,  
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER: 

   L: Our holy God, we celebrate the gift of One who brings light to the dim places of our 
lives. May this miraculous Gift grow and shine within us, causing us to glow with 
his light. We anticipate your blessings this holy night; receive our joyful thanks for 
our Savior, in whose name we pray.  

  C:  Amen.  
 
CHRISTMAS CONFESSION: 

L: O God, whose wondrous love took the form of a little boy; 
C: We confess, honestly and sadly, how we have failed to understand the    

value of this gift.  
L: We fail to think about the fact that in this child you give us your son, your only son, 
C: We forget that we do not deserve such a precious gift. 
L: Help us this year to begin to understand the gift you are giving. 
C: Offered to us again and again, freely and gladly, in the form of a little 

boy. 
L: Let us cherish this gift always. 
C: And help us to share the gift freely with the world through our love.  

Amen. 
 
THE GOOD NEWS OF CHRISTMAS: 

P: Rejoice with great joy, for, behold, God is with us.  Jesus has come to set us free and 
to make us a holy people, sent to bring the message of hope and life to a troubled 
world.  We are loved, forgiven, and freed!  So again we say…rejoice! 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE            
 
SONG:     “Messiah” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE COMING KING:                     Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness-on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder.4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For all the boots of 
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for 



the fire. 6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom, He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore, The zeal of the LORD 
of hosts will do this. 
 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY:            Luke 2:1-7 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.  
 
READING RESPONSE:      “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth! 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear this coming; but, in the world of sin, 
where meek soul will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY:          Luke 2:8-20 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 



you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 
he favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE:                   Pastor David Schoob 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     “Somewhere in Your Silent Night” 
                      
CHRISTMAS PRAYER: 

P: Holy God, in a manger we see your love, and we will never be the same, never alone, 
never forgotten. We have your peace tonight, your joy forever, and your constant 
love. We have received your gift and now we offer ours- ourselves.   

C: Amen! 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
 
THE CEREMONY OF CANDLE LIGHTING 

The central candle, a symbol of Christ, has been burning within the Advent wreath 
since earlier in the service.  As the ceremony begins, the pastors light their candles 
from the Christ Candle.  
 



THE CHRISTMAS COLLECT: 

P: I am the Light of the World 
C: Let your light shine before all people. 

P: Glory to God in the highest heaven. 
C: And peace on earth to those with whom He is pleased. 
P: Let us pray. 
C: Almighty God, you made this night shine with the beauty of the true 

light. Grant that on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence, 
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only 
son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P:  Let us sing together:  
“Silent Night”   

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Alles schläft, einsam wacht 
nur das traute hoch heilige Paar.  Holder Knabe im lokkigen Haar, 

schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, schlaf in himmlisher Ruh. 

Silent night; holy night! All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,  

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night; holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar. Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia 

Christ, the Savior is born!  Christ, the Savior is born! 

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord at thy birth.Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 

THE BLESSING:  (All raise candles for the blessing.) 
 
THE PRAYER:  (All lower candles for the prayer.) 

 P: Strong and tender God, one candle can pierce the deepest darkness, one flickering 
light can kindle a new vision, one voice on fire can set our heart ablaze.  Passionate 
and gentle God, you are the source of light, and we are your many candles, each 
uniquely burning for you. Touch us. Light us. Warm us. Purify us. May a flame rise 
in us and burn bright in us this holy and fiery night. Let it be. In the name of Jesus 
the newborn king. 

 C: Amen! 
 



THE BENEDICTION: 

P: We celebrate Jesus’ birth. Because of this birth all life is touched by Holy love. Let us 
go into the world cherishing the gift of God’s love, made new with wonder in our 
hearts, with praise on our lips and with hope and joy in our souls. 

C: Alleluia!  Amen!   
 
THE SENDING SONG:                 

“Joy to the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
Let earth receive her king; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing,  

and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sin and sorrow grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,  

far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world, with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love 
and wonders of his love,  

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
      
 
 

 
Messiah. Words and Music by Larry Olson. © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted with 
permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 

Somewhere in Your Silent Night. Words and Music by Bernie Herms, Matthew West and 
Mark Hall. Arr. Joseph Martin. © 2017 Atlas Music Publishing on behalf of Itself, House of 
Story Music Publishing and Highly Combustible Music. This arrangement © 2018 Atlas Music 
Publishing on behalf of Itself, House of Story Music Publishing, and Highly Combustible 
Music. Used with permission under CCLI License #230769. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


