
 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: 

The Teacher sat around a blazing fire with a small number of students late at 
night. Their meandering conversation was broken by periods of silence when 
they all gazed at the stars and the moon. Following one of these periods when 
no one spoke the Teacher asked a question. “How can we know when the night 
has ended and the day has begun?”  

 Eagerly one young man answered. “You know the night is over and the day 
has begun when you can look off in the distance and determine which animal is 
your dog and which animal is the sheep. Is that the right answer, Teacher?”  

“It is a good answer,” the Teacher said slowly, “but it is not the answer I would 
give,” he said. After several minutes of discussion a second student ventured a 
guess on behalf of the whole group. “You know the night is over and the day 
has begun when light falls on the leaves and you can tell whether it is a palm 
tree or a fig tree.”  

Once again the Teacher shook his head. “That was a fine answer, but it is not 
the answer I seek,” he said gently. Immediately the students began to argue 
with one another. Finally one of them begged the Teacher, “Answer your own 
question, Teacher, for we cannot think of another response.”  

The Teacher looked intently at the eager young faces before he began to speak. 
“When you look into the eyes of a human being and see a brother or sister you 
know that it is morning. If you cannot see a sister or brother you will know 
that it will always be night.”    

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: A word spoken, 
All:  A voice heard, 
One: A dream revealed, 
All:  A mission received. 
One: God calls 
All:  Again and again. 



One: God beckons us 
All:  To follow, 
One: To love, 
All:  To serve, 
One: To give. 
All:  Again and again 
One: God invites us 
All:  To embrace the lonely, 
One: To feed the hungry, 
All:  To tell the Good News of Jesus, 
One: Light of the world, help us see all these people you love. 
 
PRAISE SONG:     God, We Gather as Your People - vs. 1, 2, chorus, 3, 4, chorus 
                                                                (music at end of bulletin) 
      
OUR CONFESSION: 
 
All: God of Light and Life, we are all born blind. We look upon the world 

with eyes of fear and prejudice, deceiving ourselves into believing 
that we can see. Help us to recognize our blindness and to ask for 
your healing touch. Restore our vision, that we may see the world 
with the compassionate eyes of Christ. Amen. 

Leader: The light of Jesus’ love sets us free from our blindness and our prisons and 
guides us into new possibilities; let us then live in the light as God’s children, 
following our Lord in joy and hope. 

 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:     Build a Longer Table - vs. 1, 2, 3 
                                                                  (music at end of bulletin) 
   
THE GOSPEL:       Luke 4:16-30 

Jesus came to Nazareth where he had been raised. As he always did on the Sabbath, he 
went to the meeting place. When he stood up to read, he was handed the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it was written, 

God’s Spirit is on me; 
    he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor, 
Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and 
    recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set the burdened and battered free, 
    to announce, “This is God’s time to shine!” 

He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the 
place was on him, intent. Then he started in, “You’ve just heard Scripture make history. 
It came true just now in this place.” 



All who were there, watching and listening, were surprised at how well he spoke. But 
they also said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son, the one we’ve known since he was just a kid?” 
He answered, “I suppose you’re going to quote the proverb, ‘Doctor, go heal yourself. 
Do here in your hometown what we heard you did in Capernaum.’ Well, let me tell you 
something: No prophet is ever welcomed in his hometown. Isn’t it a fact that there were 
many widows in Israel at the time of Elijah during that three and a half years of 
drought when famine devastated the land, but the only widow to whom Elijah was sent 
was in Sarepta in Sidon? And there were many lepers in Israel at the time of the 
prophet Elisha but the only one cleansed was Naaman the Syrian.” 

That set everyone in the meeting place seething with anger. They threw him out, 
banishing him from the village, then took him to a mountain cliff at the edge of the 
village to throw him to his doom, but he gave them the slip and was on his way.  
 
MESSAGE:                           Pastor Cristy Schoob 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE: For Everyone Born - vs. 1, 3, chorus, 4, 5, chorus  
                                                                             (music at end of bulletin) 
       
THE PRAYERS 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, the 
glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:  
 
Leader: As we leave this time of worship, may we, walk with a new vision, new insight 

and renewed faith which will enable us to see more clearly God's presence at 
work in our lives together. May we see a member of our family in the eyes of 
everyone we meet. through Christ our Lord.  

All:     Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:     Let the Walls Fall Down (music at end of bulletin)  
   
THE DISMISSAL: 

Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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