
 
 

MEDITATION PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: 

It is a joy to enter your presence, oh risen Lord. We come with gladness and sadness, 
with anticipation for the future and regret for the past, with assurance and doubt. 
Come, Lord. Come meet us right where we are and show us how you love us too much 
to ever leave us the same. Use this time of worship to inspire us, to teach us, to change 
us and to transform us. We cannot wait to see what you are going to do. Through Jesus. 
Amen.  
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 Doubt is not the opposite of faith; it is one element of faith.  
                                                                                                            - Paul Tillich (Theologian) 

 Whether your faith is that there is a God or that there is not a God, if you don't 
have any doubts, you are either kidding yourself or asleep. Doubts are the ants 
in the pants of faith. They keep it awake and moving.                   - Fredrick Buechner 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP:   

Leader: God invites us into the holy realm of salvation. 
People: We come, but we come with many questions. 
Leader: God welcomes us with all our fears and doubts. 
People: We admit that we do have many doubts and fears. 
Leader: God’s love conquers all, even when doubts remain. 
People: Trusting this promise, we come. 
 
PRAISE SONG:     He Has Been Raised (music at end of bulletin) 
 
OUR CONFESSION: 

Leader:   Let us confess to God and before one another our sins, and especially our 
unwillingness to confront our own questions and fears. 

People: We confess to you, O God, and before one another that we have 
sinned. We want to believe, but we find it hard. There are so many 
questions about the Bible and about life. We want you to reassure 



us that we are on the right track, but we are afraid of our own 
questions. Sometimes we fear what the answer might be; 
sometimes we fear because we know what the answer is; and 
sometimes we fear because we think there may not be an answer. 
Come into our presence once again and still our fears. Fill us with 
the courage that comes from knowing you as the God who is love. 
Amen. 

Leader:   God is indeed love and is greater than our fears. Receive God’s peace, as God 
receives us with all our questions and fears. 

 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:   Break These Chains (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE READING:                                  Acts 5:27-32 

Acts is the biblical book on life in the early church after Jesus' death, resurrection, and the coming of 
the Holy Spirit.  This incident takes place when believers were being arrested and persecuted.  Here 
Peter, and some of the others, were brought before the Jewish Council and reminded what they were 
commanded not to do.  Peter witnesses to what God has done for them and that he and others must 
obey God rather than men. 

When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest 
questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here 
you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this 
man’s blood on us.’ But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather 
than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had 
killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and 
Savior, so that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who 
obey him.’ 
 
THE GOSPEL:                          John 20:19-31 

Here the Gospel of John has the story of two post-resurrection appearances of Jesus to His 
disciples,  At the first one Thomas is absent and suggests that he does not believe their witness of 
Jesus being alive.  The second time Thomas is there and Jesus invites him to touch where He had 
been wounded resulting in an utterance by Thomas of belief. Some say what follows about the book 
being written for our belief may have been the original ending to this book. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 



them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
MESSAGE:     “Doubt and Faith Go Together Like…”          Pastor David Schoob 
     
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     Ask the Complicated Questions  
                                                            (music at end of bulletin) 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader:  God, by the power at work within us, is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine. Receive God’s love and strength, so that 
your gifts will be multiplied and used in the building of God’s reign of love. Go 
in his peace and power to glorify God in all that you do.   

All:      Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:     Let This Be A Place, Lord (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  



 
 

 

He Has Been Raised. Words and Music by Larry Olson and James Desai  © 1997 Dakota Road 
Music. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 

Break These Chains. Words and Music by Larry Olson and Scott Jibben. © 2009 Dakota Road 
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