
 
MEDITATION PRAYERS BEFORE WORSHIP 

Holy God, we come fully recognizing that all people belong to you and belong here with 
us. Prompt us, O Lord, to reach out in love to all our siblings. Help us especially to 
remember, that as we gather about the cross that reveals your love for everyone, we are 
all God's children and that Christ died for every soul on earth. In his name, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: 

 “He drew a circle that shut me out 
 Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
 But love and I had the wit to win: 
 We drew a circle and took him in!”  
                                                       ― Edwin Markham  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP:   

One: Let justice roll down like water. 
All: Let mercy bloom like a flower. 
One: Let all God's people join hands 
All: And none be excluded. 
One: Let differences be like presents to open. 
All: Let strangers turn into our best friends. 
One: Raise your voice against injustice; 
All: Sing a new song of hope. 
One: Let God fill you with love; 
All: Let God chase away fear. 
One: Walk with Jesus the paths of peace 
All: A journey that needs us all. 
 
PRAISE SONG:     I Need Them All (music at end of bulletin) 
 
 



OUR CONFESSION: 

All: Loving God, with silent persistence you have loved every person and all 
of creation. You ache every time we exclude someone from your love.  
When there is not room for one of your children then you are left out 
as well. You see when we ignore the outstretched hand and turn a deaf 
ear to cries for help. 

        Merciful God, forgive us and let us take up the challenge to do justice, 
love kindness and walk humbly on the earth. Forgive us and let your 
Spirit fill us with courage. Forgive us and remind us of the ways you 
bless us. Never let us forget your all-embracing love! In Jesus' name. 
Amen. 

 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:     How Big is Your Table (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE GOSPEL:                          Matthew 9:10-38 
This section of Matthew’s story about the life of Jesus includes two emphasis of Jesus' life.  The first 
is frequent controversies with religious leaders, here Pharisees, of a Jewish system which is far from 
what God in Jesus desired.  Jesus counters the system with sayings pointing to God's greater 
purpose, namely, to show mercy.  The second emphasis is of healing and hope giving to those often 
overlooked and at the fringes of that society with three different people experiencing it. It ends with 
a summary of what Jesus came to reveal about the reign and rule of God. 
And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came and were 
sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ But when he 
heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to 
call not the righteous but sinners.’ 

Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, ‘Why do we and the Pharisees fast 
often, but your disciples do not fast?’ And Jesus said to them, ‘The wedding-guests 
cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come 
when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. No one sews a 
piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a 
worse tear is made. Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins 
burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into 
fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.’ 

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in 
and knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand 
on her, and she will live.’ And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then 
suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up 
behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, ‘If I only touch 
his cloak, I will be made well.’ Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, ‘Take heart, 
daughter; your faith has made you well.’ And instantly the woman was made 
well. When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute-players and the crowd 



making a commotion, he said, ‘Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.’ And they 
laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by 
the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread throughout that district. 

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying loudly, ‘Have mercy 
on us, Son of David!’ When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and 
Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe that I am able to do this?’ They said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord.’ Then he touched their eyes and said, ‘According to your faith let it be done to 
you.’ And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered them, ‘See that no one 
knows of this.’ But they went away and spread the news about him throughout that 
district. 

After they had gone away, a demoniac who was mute was brought to him. And when 
the demon had been cast out, the one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were 
amazed and said, ‘Never has anything like this been seen in Israel.’ But the Pharisees 
said, ‘By the ruler of the demons he casts out the demons.’ 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest.’ 
 
MESSAGE:     “The Church is a Place that is Bigger on the Inside”   

- Pastor David Schoob                                  
     
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     Build Us a Table (music at end of bulletin) 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  

 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: Give our knees a workout, O God. Humble us. Let gratitude for the gift of a 
holy meal and its powerful symbol penetrate our lives. Let us leave our sin and 
our hunger behind and remember that we are the people of your table, people 
ready to be sure that everyone is fed.  

All:      Amen. 
 



THE SENDING SONG:     Let the Walls Fall Down (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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