
 
MEDITATION PRAYERS BEFORE WORSHIP: 

Loving God, help us to trust your love enough to let go. Open our hands and hearts so 
we may let go of distractions and obstacles and follow you to the springs of life, eternal 
joy. Help us to look to the past with gratitude, but grab hold of the future you offer.  
Make this time a holy moment when we sense your spirit and get caught up in your 
grace. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 Faith is the daring of the soul to go farther than it can see. -William Newton Clarke 

 He who binds to himself a joy 
Does the winged life destroy; 
But he who kisses 
The joy as it flies 
Lives in eternity's sunrise. 

                                                  -William Blake 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:   

One: This is the day our God is making. 
All:  Let us rejoice. 
One: This is the time when God is present. 
All:  Let us be open. 
One: This is the moment when forgiveness flows and life is renewed. 
All:  We to what has what has been and embrace new life. 
 
PRAISE SONG:     Take Up Your Cross (music at end of bulletin) 
 
OUR CONFESSION: 

All: Loving God, you who hold us so gently, teach us the art of letting go of 
anything that keeps us from your embrace. We grab and clutch things 
that are familiar and safe. We are afraid to risk death even with the 



promise of new life. Our relationships become stagnant and are empty 
of life.  

        Loving God, lead us to a deeper sense of gratitude, a growing sense of 
trust in your ability to provide new life. Show us the blessings of giving 
with joy, loving without conditions, opening our hands to receive new 
life. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:     Changed for Good (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE GOSPEL:                        Matthew 16:21-26 

 In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, this incident becomes the turning point in their stories about Jesus' 
life when Jesus predicts His coming suffering, death, and resurrection which His disciple Peter 
immediately rejects..  Here Jesus goes on to say the life of a disciple or follower of Him and His 
teachings is to be cross-shaped, having a vertical and horizontal dimension of love to God and love 
for others. 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and 
said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return 
for their life? 

MESSAGE:     “The Church is Where the Cross is Center Stage”   
- Pastor David Schoob                                  

     

MESSAGE RESPONSE:     You Set Us Free (music at end of bulletin) 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: Dismiss us, Lord, with confidence. 
               Ground us in hope. 
               Strengthen our faith. 



               Remind us of those things worth dying for, 
               That we might live in truth. 
All:      Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:    On the Edge of Tomorrow (verses 3 and 4) 
                                                                                   (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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