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20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

MEDITATION PRAYERS BEFORE WORSHIP

Generous and Caring God, we live as though the world owed us, and soon we forget
that all we have comes from you. Creator God, we gather to thank you for your many
blessings and to sing your praises. You have done wonderful things for us, and in
gratitude we would serve you faithfully. Amen.

PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY:

% God is. We are. In spite of our fumbles and because of God's grace, we are not
daunted by the troubles of this age, nor are we fearful of what is to come. We do
not bless God for our wealth, our health or for our feeble wisdom. We bless God
that God is, that we are and that his promise and love shall be with us when
time itself shall be no more. -Peter Gomes (American Preacher and Theologian)
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» Sometimes, you will go through awful trials in your life and then a miracle
happens--God heals you. Don’t be disheartened when the people you love don’t
see things like you do. There will be Pharisees in your life that will laugh it off,
deny that it happened, or will mock your experience based on righteousness
they think you don't possess. God won't deny you a spiritual experience because
you are not a spiritual leader. He loves everyone equal. The only people that
really matter in life are the people that can “see” your heart and rejoice with
you. - Shannon L. Alder (Author)

CALL TO WORSHIP:

Leader: Human generosity sometimes hinges on a budget.
People: God's generosity remembers no restriction.
Leader: Human compassion sometimes grows weary.
People: God's compassion lasts.

Leader: Human faithfulness sometimes sputters.

People: God's faithfulness is firm.

PRAISE SONG: Traveling Mercies (music at end of bulletin)



OUR CONFESSION:

Leader: God has called us to tend the earth as God's representatives. In dealing with
the poor and outcasts, Jesus showed us how God would go about doing that
work. Let us confess to God and before one another how far we have missed
the mark.

People: We confess to you, O God who shares your very self with creation,
that we are a selfish people. We have so much of the world's riches.

We are a people whose main health issues seem to be centered on
our over-indulgences. We consume to the point of sickness and yet
we crave more and more. We look at those who have so little and
instead of feeling a need to share our over abundance with them
we blame them for the lack. We decide they must not be in your
favor or they would have as much as we do. We have become
arrogant and proud instead of being ashamed of our wanton
appetites.

Forgive us our greed and gluttony. Purge our appetites with an
overabundance of care and concern for your children who suffer
with little while we have so much. Give us the courage to act as you
act, giving even ourselves so that others may live. Amen.

Leader: Hear the good news, Jesus Christ comes to reclaim us lost sinners. Jesus
invites you take up the cross and follow him in humble service to the poor, the
neglected and the outcast. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit that you may be
strengthen in your resolve and in your good works. Amen.

CONFESSION RESPONSE: Jubilee (music at end of bulletin)

THE LESSONS: Joel 2:23-32

Joel was a prophet or spokesperson for God to Israel, God’s chosen people who worshiped Him at the temple
on a hill, Zion, in Jerusalem. After experiencing the destruction of their crops by locusts, Joel brings them
this message of hope for the future, reversing all their previous negative experiences.

O children of Zion, be glad
and rejoice in the LORD your God;
for he has given the early rain for your vindication,
he has poured down for you abundant rain,
the early and the later rain, as before.
The threshing-floors shall be full of grain,
the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.

I will repay you for the years
that the swarming locust has eaten,

the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
my great army, which I sent against you.



You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the LORD your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put
to shame.
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,
and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other.
And my people shall never again
be put to shame.

Then afterwards
I will pour out my spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions.
Even on the male and female slaves,
in those days, I will pour out my spirit.

I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of
smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great
and terrible day of the LORD comes. Then everyone who calls on the name of

the LoRD shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who
escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom

the LORD calls.

Psalm 65

This Psalm gives thanks and praise to God for the bounty of the earth and also His awesome deeds
experienced by people.

Praise is due to you,
O God, in Zion;

and to you shall vows be performed,
O you who answer prayer!

To you all flesh shall come.

When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us,
you forgive our transgressions.

Happy are those whom you choose and bring near
to live in your courts.

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,
your holy temple.

By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance,
O God of our salvation;

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the farthest seas.

By your strength you established the mountains;
you are girded with might.



You silence the roaring of the seas,

the roaring of their waves,

the tumult of the peoples.
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs;
you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy.

You visit the earth and water it,
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide the people with grain,
for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with richness.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.

THE GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14

This is a parable or story of Jesus about two people praying to God in the temple, the righteous Jewish religious leader, a
Pharisee, and the scorned one by many people, a collector of taxes.

Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and regarded others with contempt: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax-collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying
thus, “God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or
even like this tax-collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” But the
tax-collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his
breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I tell you, this man went down to
his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled,
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.’

MESSAGE: “God is Good All the Time?” - Pastor David Schoob
MESSAGE RESPONSE: God is Good (music at end of bulletin)

THE PRAYERS



THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread and
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING OUT:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

Be forever blessed,

Forever loved,

Forever cradled in God's arms,
Forever called by name.

Go, knowing God's grace,
Sharing God's peace,

Living God's justice,

Bearing God's blessing to all.

THE SENDING SONG: Borning Cry (music at end of bulletin)

THE DISMISSAL:

Leader:  Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Skeptic. Cynic. Certain. Believer Confident Fearful Doubter Seeker Questioner
Latino. Black. Asian. White. Indigenous. Immigrant. Any combination of ethnic or
- racial identities. Female. Male. Straight Gay Bisexual Transgender Questioning.

Rich. Poor Middle-class. Barely making it. Able bodied. Specially abled. Disabled.

Young. Old. In-between. Married. Single. Divorced. Awaiting trial. Served time.

On probation. Tired. Worn. Hopeful. Employed. Unemployed. Workaholic. Slacker

Anxious. Depressed. Confused. Centered. Inked. Pierced. Both. Life long follower

of Jesus. Regular attender. Occasional attender. Curious onlooker. Don't quite fit the box.

Need a prayer right now. Trinity is a faith community where we believe

in God's love, grace and mercy—illustrated most clearly through Jesus

Christ. We believe we are all children of God, created in God's image

and equal in God's sight. We believe God loves us just as we are and

way too much to let us stay this way. We are called to live in God's light

I and be transformed, not through judgment but through unconditional love.

- We believe God's love is all-inclusive and is stronger than the pressure

to be perfect regardless of whatever labels we carry. Saint. Sinner Democrat.

Republican. Independent. Libertarian. Green. Socialist. Apolitical Addicted. Recovering.

We don't care what religion or denomination you are. We are all Human. We are all Flawed.

We are all Beloved. —You are welcome here.




Traveling Mercies
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Jubilee
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God is Good
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Opening Refrain: (song leader)
Refrain: (congregation and CTP singers)

Verse 1: (CTP singers)
If you’re walkin’ through the valley, and there are shadows all around;
Do not fear; He will guide you. He will keep you safe and sound.

He has promised to never leave you, nor forsake you; and His Word is true.

Refrain: (congregation and CTP singers)

g~y

Verse 2: (CTP singers)
We were sinners so unworthy, still for us He chose to die,

Filled us with His Holy Spirit, now we can stand and testify

That His love is everlasting and His mercies they will never end.

Refrain: (congregation and CTP singers)

Verse 3: (CTP singers)
Though | may not understand all the plans you have for me;
My life is in Your hands, and through the eyes of faith, | can clearly see.

Refrain: (congregation and CTP singers)



Borning Cry
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Traveling Mercies. Words and Music by Bryan Sirchio and Marcus Bovre. © Crosswind Music. Used
by Permission.

Jubilee. Words and Music by Hans Peterson. © 1997 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted with permission
under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.

God is Good All the Time. Words and Music by Don Moen and Paul Overstreet © 1995 Integrity's
Hosanna! Music. Reprinted with permission under CCLI License #230769. All rights reserved.

Borning Cry. Words and Music by John C. Ylvisaker. © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker. Reprinted with
permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.



