
 

MEDITATION PRAYERS BEFORE WORSHIP 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit sets free the church in 
every age.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in 
your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies 
of the gospel, and bestow on the church freedom to live as your children, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 Faith is a living, daring confidence in God's grace, so sure and certain that a 
man could stake his life on it a thousand times.                                      - Martin Luther 

 If he have faith, the believer cannot be restrained. He betrays himself. He breaks 
out. He confesses and teaches this gospel to the people at the risk of life itself.  
                                                                                                                            - Martin Luther  

 I cannot choose but adhere to the word of God, which has possession of my 
conscience; nor can I possibly, nor will I even make any recantation, since it is 
neither safe nor honest to act contrary to conscience! Here I stand; I cannot do 
otherwise, so help me God! Amen.                                                            ― Martin Luther  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP:   

One: We are called by God, 
All:  Drawn to the water, 
One: Sprinkled with love, 
All:  Claimed forever. 
One: We are loved by God, 
All:  Never forgotten, 
One: Treated as honored and precious, 
All:  Receiving divine blessing. 
One: We are sent by God, 
All:  To befriend the world, 



One: We are free from all that would bind us, 
All:  And bound to all in the love of Christ, 
One: We were once sinful and lost,  
All:  But now we are the children of God. 
One: We affirm our new identity as God’s children, 
All:  by living our lives as messengers of God’s love and compassion. 
One: A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. 
All:  A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject of all, subject to 

all. 
 

PRAISE SONG:      Build Up (music at end of bulletin) 
 
OUR CONFESSION: 

All: Loving Jesus, saving Lord, you freely choose to love us from the cradle 
to the grave. There is no place or time or situation in which we are cut 
off from your care. 

        Remind us of that love whenever we doubt our own worth, forget our 
blessing in baptism or find ourselves slaves to fear or anger or 
selfishness. Turn our world upside down occasionally and surprise us 
with grace and joy. Reform us as your people and as your Church each 
and every day. Restore our souls and lead us to new life. Call us, gather 
us, enlighten us, and sanctify us for your purpose so that we may be 
who you intend us to be. And help us to look into each other’s eyes and 
see there siblings in Christ who we are free to love. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:   For All  (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE LESSONS:                    Galatians 5: 6, 13-15, 18 

The Apostle Paul is writing to believers in an area of Asia Minor called Galatia, today part of 
Turkey, and says the Jewish identification with God through circumcision or obedience to the law is 
no longer valid.  Now they have freedom not for self-indulgence, but to care for others as the Spirit 
guides them. 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the 
only thing that counts is faith working through love… 
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as 
an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For 
the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another… 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law.  
 

 



THE GOSPEL:                                  John 8:31-36 

Jesus is addressing some followers from a Jewish background.  He says that truth is in His person 
and the kind of truth represented by Him will bring a new sense of freedom for them and all 
humans. Their previous Abrahamic heritage doesn’t count. 

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.’ They answered him, ‘We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves 
to anyone. What do you mean by saying, “You will be made free”?’ 

Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there for ever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 
 
MESSAGE:     “Freedom: From, To, and For”                       - Pastor David Schoob                                  
     
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     You Set Us Free (music at end of bulletin) 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Pardoned by God's abounding grace, empowered by God's constant love and protected 
by God's peace, we are set free to serve God and others, always humbly aware of our 
own shortcomings, but always encouraged by the faithful and loving presence of God in 
Christ Jesus, to whom be glory and power, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:    May Love Rise Above (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 



 
 
 

 

Build Up. Words and Music by Larry Olson and Hans Peterson. © 1996 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted with 
permission under OneLicense #A-714192. All rights reserved 

For All. Words and Music by Larry Olson and Karol Baer, Copyright 2018 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted with 
permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 
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