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23RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

MEDITATION PRAYERS BEFORE WORSHIP:

God of truth, we come longing for the peace that only you can provide. We seem so
often to be tossed to and fro, blown about by every wind except that of your own Holy
Spirit. Be pleased to dwell here this day, to receive our worship and our praise. Linger
long, and speak the truth to us in love, that we may come to the unity of faith and to the
knowledge of the full stature of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY:

% The strength of a country is the strength of its religious convictions.
- Calvin Coolidge

% The question is not “Is God leading?” but rather “Are we following?” - Unknown
% A man who lets himself be worshiped mocks God. - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

CALL TO WORSHIP:

Leader: Who came to earth to show us God’s way?

All:  Jesus, the Christ.

Leader: Who reconciled us to God, forgiving all our past?

All:  Jesus, the Christ.

Leader: Who is the hope of the world?

All:  Jesus, the Christ.

Leader: Who can rule our lives better than anyone?

All: Jesus, the Christ.

Leader: Let us reclaim Jesus as head of our lives.

All: Jesus, you are the Christ. Come and reign in our lives this day.

PRAISE SONG: Herel Am, Lord (music at end of bulletin)



OUR CONFESSION:

All: Powerful and merciful God, we confess to you the ways we have
misused and misunderstood power. We have placed power in the
hands of people who have abused it. We have been apathetic when
the victims of power have demanded the justice they deserve. We
have cowered before those who hold power, rather than stand up to
them in the authority you give us. In your mercy forgive us, O God,
and teach us to seek power for the good of all, with attention to the
powerless and downtrodden. Heal us of the insecurity that leads us
to seek the security of worldly power instead of the vulnerable
power of Christ our true King. Enable us to live and act in trust of
you, even when we do not know what the future holds, because we
know that you hold the power of eternity. Amen.

Leader: Hear the Good News: Christ our ruler opened the doors of paradise to the
repentant thief. When we confess and repent, Christ will open the doors to
God’s grace and mercy for us. God forgives our sins. Praise to God.

CONFESSION RESPONSE: When It’s All Been Said and Done

(music at end of bulletin)

THE GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19 (The Message)

As Luke tells the story of Jesus’ life, these words of Jesus counter what some thought of the
permanence of the Temple and the religious style of life with it. Instead Jesus suggests
impermanence was coming. Life would change and it would be painful and difficult, but the Spirit of
Jesus would still be present to sustain them and persevere through the troubling time.

56 One day people were standing around talking about the Temple, remarking how
beautiful it was, the splendor of its stonework and memorial gifts. Jesus said, “All this
you’re admiring so much—the time is coming when every stone in that building will
end up in a heap of rubble.”

7 They asked him, “Teacher, when is this going to happen? What clue will we get that
it’s about to take place?”

8-9 He said, “Watch out for the doomsday deceivers. Many leaders are going to show up
with forged identities claiming, ‘I’'m the One,’ or, ‘The end is near.” Don’t fall for any of
that. When you hear of wars and uprisings, keep your head and don’t panic. This is
routine history and no sign of the end.”

10-11 He went on, “Nation will fight nation and ruler fight ruler, over and over. Huge
earthquakes will occur in various places. There will be famines. You’ll think at times
that the very sky is falling.

12-15 “But before any of this happens, they’ll arrest you, hunt you down, and drag you to
court and jail. It will go from bad to worse, dog-eat-dog, everyone at your throat
because you carry my name. You’ll end up on the witness stand, called to testify. Make
up your mind right now not to worry about it. I'll give you the words and wisdom that
will reduce all your accusers to stammers and stutters.



16-19 “You’ll even be turned in by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. Some of you
will be killed. There’s no telling who will hate you because of me. Even so, every detail
of your body and soul—even the hairs of your head!—is in my care; nothing of you will
be lost. Staying with it—that’s what is required. Stay with it to the end. You won’t be
sorry; you’ll be saved.

MESSAGE: “Whose Leadership Will We Serve?” - Pastor David Schoob

MESSAGE RESPONSE: Teach Me to Stop and Listen

(music at end of bulletin)
THE PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread and
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING OUT:

Enter into the world that is obsessed with power to reveal the power of the Cross. Take
with you the blessing of our King, who offered paradise to one crushed by political
power. Go in the power of love and the power of joy. Amen.

THE SENDING SONG: Listen Now for the Gospel (music at end of bulletin)

THE DISMISSAL:

Leader:  Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



C Skeptic. Cynic. Certain. Believer Confident. Fearful. Doubter Seeker Questioner.
4 Latino. Black. Asian. White. Indigenous. Immigrant. Any combination of ethnic or
- racial identities. Female. Male. Straight Gay Bisexual Transgender Questioning.
Rich. Poor Middle-class. Barely making it. Able bodied. Specially abled. Disabled.
Young. Old. In-between. Married. Single. Divorced. Awaiting trial Served time.
On probation. Tired. Worn. Hopeful. Employed. Unemployed. Workaholic. Slacker.
Anxious. Depressed. Confused. Centered. Inked. Pierced. Both. Life long follower
of Jesus. Regular attender. Occasional attender. Curious onlooker. Don't quite fit the box.
Need a prayer right now. Trinity is a faith community where we believe
in God's love, grace and mercy—illustrated most clearly through Jesus
Christ. We believe we are all children of God, created in God'’s image
and equal in God's sight. We believe God loves us just as we are and
-~ way too much to let us stay this way. We are called to live in God’s light
.~ and be transformed, not through judgment but through unconditional love.
~ We believe God’s love is all-inclusive and is stronger than the pressure
| to be perfect regardless of whatever labels we carry. Saint Sinner Democrat
Republican. Independent. Libertarian. Green. Socialist. Apolitical. Addicted. Recovering.
‘We don't care what religion or denomination you are. We are all Human. We are all Flawed.
We are all Beloved. —You are welcome here.

GREGATION: WELCOME 5 TATEMENT

Here I Am, Lord (I, the Lord of Sea and Sky). Words and music by Daniel Schutte. ©1981 OCP Publications.
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.

When It’s All Been Said and Done. Words and music by Jim Cowan. © 1999 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music.
Reprinted with permission under CCLI license #230769. All rights reserved.

Teach Me To Stop and Listen. Words and Music by Ken Medema. © 2020 Ken Medema Music. Used by
Licensed Permission from Convergence Music Project.

Listen Now For the Gospel. Text: Zimbabwean traditional; tr. John L. Bell. Music: Zimbabwean traditional. Tr.
© 2002 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under One License
#A-714192. All rights reserved.



Here | Am, Lord
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1.'l, the Lord of sea and sky, | have heard my peo- ple «cry.
2."l, the Lord of snow and rain, | have borne my peo- ple's pain.
3."l, the Lord of wind and flame, I wil tend the poor and lame.
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Al who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
| have wept for  love  of them. They turn a - way.
I will  set a feast for them. My hand wil save.
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l, who made the stars of night, | will make their dark- ness bright.
| will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin- est bread | will  pro - vide till their hearts be sat- is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall | send?" Here |
| will speak my word to them. Whom shall | send?"
A I will give my Ilfe to them. Whom shall | send?"
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am, Lord. Is it l, Lord? | have heard you
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call - ing in the night. I will go, Lord, if you
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lead me. [ will hold your  peo - ple in my heart.



When It's All Been Said and Done
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A 4] il al - ways sing Your praise, here on
) N
? fa’r —
d o \:a_ Mgt N
just one thing that mat - ters; Did | do my best to live
treas - ures wil ~mean no - thing; On - ly what I've done for love"
look be- yond our weak - ness; and find pur - est gold in mi
eath and ev - er af - ter; For You've shown me Heav - en's my
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all been said and done, You're my life when Ilife is gone.



Teach Me To Stop and Listen
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4 Teach me to stop and lis -ten. Teach me to cen- ter down.
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A Teach me the use of si - lence. Teach mewhere peace is found.
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A Teach me to hear You call- ing. Teach me to search Your Word.
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Teachme to hear in si - lence things | have nev - er heard.
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Teach me to be col -lect - ed. Teach me to Dbe in tune.
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\ Teach me to be dir -ect - ed. Sk lencewill end so soon!
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Then wheniit's time for mov - ing grant it that | may bring
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to ev-'ryday and mo -ment peace from a si - lent spring.
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Teach me to be col- lect ed. Teach me to be in tune.
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Teach me to be dir - ect - ed. Si - lence will end so  soon!
4] ,
—- f ?
—+O . €
) o & .
Then when it's time for mov- ing, grant it that | may  bring_
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to ev-'ry day and mo - ment peace from a si- lent  spring.




Listen Now for the Gospel
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Lis - ten now for the gos - pell Al - le - lu - ial t is
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e God's word that chang- es us! Al - le - lu - ial
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© 1.Come, Ho - ly Spir- it, melt and break our hearts of stone,

2Come, Ho - ly Spir- it, root in us God's liv - ing word,
\ 3.Come, Ho - ly Spir- it, bind the bro -ken, find the lost,
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© un - til we give our lives to God, and God a - lone.

that we may show the faith -ful -ness of  Christ our Lord.
con - firm in us the fire and love of Pen-te - cost.



