
 

MEDITATION PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: 

Gracious God, out of the darkness you send a light; out of a lifeless stump you call forth 
a new shoot; out of the discord of our lives you proclaim a vision of new life for us and 
the world. 

May your Spirit rest upon us that the hope which you inspire will be lived out in our 
lives. We pray this in the name of the One whose birth we prepare to celebrate, Jesus, 
the light and life of the world. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 We are all meant to be mothers of God, for God is always needing to be born.  
                                                                                     - Meister Eckhart (Medieval Theologian) 

 The coming of the Lord is the coming of the new, not the renewal of the old. Our 
Advent is the celebration of this hope.   
                             -Thomas Merton (American Trappist monk, writer, theologian, mystic poet,  
                                                                                  social activist and scholar of comparative religion) 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP:   

One: Shout for joy! 
All: The Savior is coming. 
One: Sing with gladness! 
All: Our darkness shall be turned to light. 
One: Let every heart prepare a space. 
All: Let every home make ready. 
One: Let all the hungry be filled. 
All: Let all the homeless be sheltered. 
One: For a new day is dawning. 
All: The world is being made new. 
One: The Savior is coming. 
All: Sing with joy!  
 



PRAISE SONG:     No Obvious Angels (music at end of bulletin) 
 
OUR CONFESSION: 

All: How long, O God, 'til we see your face? How long 'til refugees can go 
home in peace? How long 'til drive-bys, accidental shootings and gang 
violence leave our neighborhoods? How long must people be 
discriminated against because of the color of their skin, their accent, 
their age, their sexual orientation, their handicap, their gender, their 
appearance? 

         O God, we long for your coming, yet fear the changes you may require. 

         Remind us, God, that sweet baby Jesus grew up and called us to new 
lives of compassion and justice. Shout in the midst of packages and 
parties that you come to free us from sin and make us new. Make us 
ready for Christmas. 

         Walk with us this Advent. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:    How Long (music at end of bulletin) 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:   Messiah (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE GOSPEL:                            Luke 3:1-18 

Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, is often considered the forerunner of Jesus through the message he 
brought.  In the usual Lukan style of providing many details, Luke here shares both the time of 
John’s strong message and the words for his hearers to show in their living. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 
begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the 



root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.’ 

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, 
‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to 
them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 
with your wages.’ 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather 
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  
   
MESSAGE IN WORD AND SONG:  
 
“Be Born Among Us, the Ones Willing to Risk a New Way of Living” 

My Heart, Your Bethlehem 

Prepare the Way 

Let This Be the Time 

The Work of Christmas 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: In our Lord's new kingdom, the wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid, and a little child shall lead them. With hearts hungry for 
this new vision of life, let us put faith in the child of Bethlehem and follow him 
into the new. 

ALL:    Amen. 



 
THE SENDING SONG:     Sing We the Song of Emmanuel  
                                                              (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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