
 

NEW YEAR’S WORSHIP: PREPARING FOR 2023 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 “I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. Because if you are making 
mistakes, then you are making new things, trying new things, learning, living, 
pushing yourself, changing yourself, changing your world. You're doing things 
you've never done before, and more importantly, you're Doing Something.  

 

So that's my wish for you, and all of us, and my wish for myself. Make New 
Mistakes. Make glorious, amazing mistakes. Make mistakes nobody's ever made 
before. Don't freeze, don't stop, don't worry that it isn't good enough, or it isn't 
perfect, whatever it is: art, or love, or work or family or life.  

 

Whatever it is you're scared of doing, Do it. Make your mistakes, next year and 
forever.”                                                                                                  - Neil Gaiman, Author 

 “There are better things ahead than any we leave behind.”          - C.S. Lewis, Author 
 

THE LIGHT OF A NEW YEAR 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader:   We have come from everywhere to prepare for a New Year. 
People: We have come seeking rest and renewal as we enter the New Year. 
Leader:   We have come with burdens, and questions, and failures from the year past. 
People: We have come seeking a new start. 
Leader:   We have come seeking peace in a world of strife and conflict. 
People: We hope for something new in the time ahead. 
Leader:   Mostly we have come to ask You Lord to travel with us into this New Year. 
People: May we enter this New Year in faith. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING SONG:     One Brick at a Time – vs. 1, 4, 5 & 6  
                                                    (music at end of bulletin) 
 



OUR CONFESSION: 

All: Divine Companion, from the beginning of life to its ending, we rest in 
your loving embrace, though we do not always recognize your 
presence. Our eyes are blind, and our calendars are too full to notice 
your presence. We narrowly define how you work in our lives and 
often miss your surprises. Sometimes we cling to the way it used to be. 
Other times we fling ourselves at anything new and lose the gifts of 
past tradition. 

        Remind us, loving God, that you are more than our past experiences 
and future hopes. You are always working for good and often in 
surprising, unexpected ways. Keep our eyes open to see. In the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:     At the Door of the Year – vs. 1 and 3  
                                                                        (music at end of bulletin) 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:             Matthew 13:52 

As Matthew tells the story of Jesus life, a section of parables, or stories, about the kingdom of 
heaven was just completed, now Jesus addresses His disciples, comparing them to scribes or 
writers, who use their present and past experiences in their writings.  

 And Jesus said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom 
of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new 
and what is old.’  
 
MEDITATION 
 
HYMN:     Wise Men Come Journeying – v. 1 (music at end of bulletin) 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:               John 13:12-17 
As John tells the story of Jesus life, this takes place in a Jerusalem house where Jesus shares what becomes 
His last meal with His disciples before His death.  He begins by doing the action of a host’s servant, washing 
the feet of the guests, whose feet were filled with dust and grime from walking. 

After Jesus had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 
he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 
servants* are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 
who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 
MEDITATION 
 
HYMN:     Wise Men Come Journeying – v. 2 (music at end of bulletin) 
 



SCRIPTURE READING:                Mark 3:1-5  
This takes place in a Jewish worship place, a synagogue, on their day of worship, the sabbath.  Jesus 
encounters a man with a crippled or withered hand and heals him.  By so doing He shows His compassion 
and concern for humanity despite what Jewish teaching may suggest be done on the sabbath. 

Again Jesus entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered 
hand. They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they 
might accuse him. And he said to the man who had the withered hand, ‘Come 
forward.’ Then he said to them, ‘Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to 
save life or to kill?’ But they were silent. He looked around at them with anger; he was 
grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He 
stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 
 
MEDITATION 
 
HYMN:     Wise Men Come Journeying – v. 3 (music at end of bulletin) 
 
SCRIPTURE READING:           Mark 10:23-30 
Jesus has just told a rich man to sell what he has and join Him.  He follows that with this exchange involving 
His disciples who were following Him.  Jesus suggests it is not their action but what God does which saves a 
person. 

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were perplexed at these 
words. But Jesus said to them again, ‘Children, how hard it is* to enter the kingdom of 
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is 
rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ They were greatly astounded and said to one 
another,* ‘Then who can be saved?’ Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is 
impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.’ 

Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, 
‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news,* who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 
children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 
 
MEDITATION 
 
HYMN:     Wise Men Come Journeying – v. 4 (music at end of bulletin) 
 
P: In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets. 
C: But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
 

 



LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT : 

Leader: Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths untraveled, through challenges unknown.  Give us faith to go 
out into this New Year with courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

All: Amen! 
 
THE SENDING SONG:     Bring in Your New World – vs. 1, 3 & 4  
                                                                  (music at end of bulletin) 
 

THE DISMISSAL: 

Leader:   Go into the New Year in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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