
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 The Teacher sat around a blazing fire with a small number of students late at 
night. Their meandering conversation was broken by periods of silence when 
they all gazed at the stars and the moon. Following one of these periods when 
no one spoke the Teacher asked a question. “How can we know when the night 
has ended and the day has begun?”  

Eagerly one young man answered. “You know the night is over and the day has 
begun when you can look off in the distance and determine which animal is 
your dog and which animal is the sheep. Is that the right answer, Teacher?”  

“It is a good answer,” the Teacher said slowly, “but it is not the answer I would 
give,” he said. After several minutes of discussion a second student ventured a 
guess on behalf of the whole group. “You know the night is over and the day has 
begun when light falls on the leaves and you can tell whether it is a palm tree or 
a fig tree.”  

Once again the Teacher shook his head. “That was a fine answer, but it is not the 
answer I seek,” he said gently. Immediately the students began to argue with 
one another. Finally one of them begged the Teacher, “Answer your own 
question, Teacher, for we cannot think of another response.”  

The Teacher looked intently at the eager young faces before he began to speak. 
“When you look into the eyes of a human being and see a brother or sister you 
know that it is morning. If you cannot see a sister or brother you will know that 
it will always be night.”    

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: A word spoken, 
All:  A voice heard, 
One: A dream revealed, 
All:  A mission received. 
One: God calls 
All:  Again and again. 



One: God beckons us 
All:  To follow, 
One: To love, 
All:  To serve, 
One: To give. 
All:  Again and again 
One: God invites us 
All:  To embrace the lonely, 
One: To feed the hungry, 
All:  To tell the Good News of Jesus, 
One: Light of the world, help us see all these people you love. 
 
PRAISE SONG:     Something Beautiful for God (music at end of bulletin) 
 
OUR CONFESSION: 

God of Light and Life, we are all born blind. We look upon the world with 
eyes of fear and prejudice, deceiving ourselves into believing that we can 
see. Help us to recognize our blindness and to ask for your healing touch. 
Restore our vision, that we may see the world with the compassionate eyes 
of Christ. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION SONG:     Break Our Hearts Again (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE READING:                                John 9:1-41 
1-2 Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked, 
“Rabbi, who sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born blind?” 
3-5 Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question. You’re looking for someone to blame. 
There is no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do. We need to be 
energetically at work for the One who sent me here, working while the sun shines. 
When night falls, the workday is over. For as long as I am in the world, there is plenty 
of light. I am the world’s Light.” 
6-7 He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay paste with the saliva, rubbed the 
paste on the blind man’s eyes, and said, “Go, wash at the Pool of Siloam” (Siloam 
means “Sent”). The man went and washed—and saw. 
8 Soon the town was buzzing. His relatives and those who year after year had seen him 
as a blind man begging were saying, “Why, isn’t this the man we knew, who sat here 
and begged?” 
9 Others said, “It’s him all right!” 

But others objected, “It’s not the same man at all. It just looks like him.” 

He said, “It’s me, the very one.” 
10 They said, “How did your eyes get opened?” 



11 “A man named Jesus made a paste and rubbed it on my eyes and told me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ I did what he said. When I washed, I saw.” 
12 “So where is he?” 

“I don’t know.” 
13-15 They marched the man to the Pharisees. This day when Jesus made the paste and 
healed his blindness was the Sabbath. The Pharisees grilled him again on how he had 
come to see. He said, “He put a clay paste on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see.” 
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “Obviously, this man can’t be from God. He doesn’t keep 
the Sabbath.” 
Others countered, “How can a bad man do miraculous, God-revealing things like this?” 
There was a split in their ranks. 
17 They came back at the blind man, “You’re the expert. He opened your eyes. What do 
you say about him?” 

He said, “He is a prophet.” 
18-19 The Jews didn’t believe it, didn’t believe the man was blind to begin with. So they 
called the parents of the man now bright-eyed with sight. They asked them, “Is this 
your son, the one you say was born blind? So how is it that he now sees?” 
20-23 His parents said, “We know he is our son, and we know he was born blind. But we 
don’t know how he came to see—haven’t a clue about who opened his eyes. Why don’t 
you ask him? He’s a grown man and can speak for himself.” (His parents were talking 
like this because they were intimidated by the Jewish leaders, who had already decided 
that anyone who took a stand that this was the Messiah would be kicked out of the 
meeting place. That’s why his parents said, “Ask him. He’s a grown man.”) 
24 They called the man back a second time—the man who had been blind—and told 
him, “Give credit to God. We know this man is an impostor.” 
25 He replied, “I know nothing about that one way or the other. But I know one thing 
for sure: I was blind . . . I now see.” 
26 They said, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
27 “I’ve told you over and over and you haven’t listened. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Are you so eager to become his disciples?” 
28-29 With that they jumped all over him. “You might be a disciple of that man, but 
we’re disciples of Moses. We know for sure that God spoke to Moses, but we have no 
idea where this man even comes from.” 
30-33 The man replied, “This is amazing! You claim to know nothing about him, but the 
fact is, he opened my eyes! It’s well known that God isn’t at the beck and call of sinners, 
but listens carefully to anyone who lives in reverence and does his will. That someone 
opened the eyes of a man born blind has never been heard of—ever. If this man didn’t 
come from God, he wouldn’t be able to do anything.” 
34 They said, “You’re nothing but dirt! How dare you take that tone with us!” Then they 
threw him out in the street. 



35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and went and found him. He asked him, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
36 The man said, “Point him out to me, sir, so that I can believe in him.” 
37 Jesus said, “You’re looking right at him. Don’t you recognize my voice?” 
38 “Master, I believe,” the man said, and worshiped him. 
39 Jesus then said, “I came into the world to bring everything into the clear light of day, 
making all the distinctions clear, so that those who have never seen will see, and those 
who have made a great pretense of seeing will be exposed as blind.” 
40 Some Pharisees overheard him and said, “Does that mean you’re calling us blind?” 
41 Jesus said, “If you were really blind, you would be blameless, but since you claim to 
see everything so well, you’re accountable for every fault and failure.” 
 
MESSAGE:     “Vision Check”                           Pastor Cristy Schoob 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     “In God’s Eyes”     (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE PRAYERS 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT: 

Leader: As we leave this worshp, may we walk with a new vision, new insight and 
renewed faith which will enable us to see more clearly God's presence at work in our 
lives together. May we see a sibling in the eyes of everyone we meet. Through Christ 
our Lord.  
People: Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:     “Boundless Love” (music at end of bulletin)   
 
THE DISMISSAL: 

L: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
P: Thanks be to God.  
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