
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 I can resist everything except temptation.                                                   - Oscar Wilde 

 “The greatest temptations are not those that solicit our consent to obvious sin, 
but those that offer us great evils masking as the greatest goods.  
                                                                                      - Thomas Merton, No Man Is an Island 

 
LENTEN CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: O Christ, as you head to Jerusalem, you lead us from the culture of selfishness 
into the kingdom of service; from our focus on fulfillment into acts of radical 
obedience; from a desire for esteem and honor into a life of self-denial. 

All:  Save us, Lord Jesus. 
One: O Christ, Bearer of Mercy, you set down your glory to pick up the pieces of our 

broken lives and restore us as God's children. 

All:  Save us, Brother Jesus. 
One: O Christ, Fullness of Grace, you emptied yourself so we might be filled with the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Save us, Bread of the World. 

One: O Christ, Breaker of Crafty Death, you are our hope in every moment, you are the 
promise of God's presence, you are the One who calls us to worship. 

All:  Save us, Word of God. 
One: Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, 

All:  have mercy on us. 

One: Lamb of God, who takes away all sin, 

All:  fill us with your hope. 

One: Jesus Christ, Gift of Grace, 

All:  grant us your peace. 
 
PRAISE SONG:     I Come to the Cross (music at end of bulletin) 



      
OUR CONFESSION: 

Call To Reconciliation 

One: Like children, God sets boundaries for us that will lead us into goodness. Like 
children, we are stubborn enough to try to live our own way. We become easy prey 
for the evil one. But Jesus, who trusted and believed in God, helps us to find the 
will and strength to resist, and to experience the mercy of God. Together, let us 
confess our sins, that God would fill us with grace and hope. 

 
Unison Prayer Of Confession 

 

All: We confess, Eden's God, that Lent can make us very uncomfortable. 
We live in a culture that invites us to worship success, and you call us 
to sacrifice. We desire power, and you invite us to penitence and 
denial. We dwell in a "feel-good" society, and you ask us to become 
aware of the sufferings of all your children, of the brokenness of our 
siblings. 

The God of Second Chances, v. 1 (music at end of bulletin) 

         By your mercy, restore us, God of Hope. As we walk toward Jerusalem 
with Jesus, may we walk toward your truth. As we hear the hard 
words of sacrifice, may we hear the Spirit helping us to say, "No," to 
all that would distract us from discipleship. As we witness the 
suffering of our Lord, may we speak Christ's good news to all who are 
without hope and life in our world. 

The God of Second Chances, v. 4 (music at end of bulletin) 

  
THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 

One: Left on our own, we would let our sins and our rebellion control our lives, but we 
have been given the gift of Jesus Christ. 

All: This is good news: The gift is freely given. The gift brings us grace. The 
gift brings us forgiveness. The gift brings us new life and peace with 
God and with one another. Thanks be to God for such a gift. Amen. 

The God of Second Chances, v. 6 (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE GOSPEL:     Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 

‘One does not live by bread alone,  
   but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 



5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 
written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
    and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will 
fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is 
written, 

‘Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 
MESSAGE:     “Cross Purposes”     Pastor Cristy Schoob   
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     When We Are Tested (music at end of bulletin) 
       
THE PRAYERS: 

P: As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the needs of the church,           
the human family, and all of creation. 

  (Petitions end: “God of mercy”; “Hear our prayer.”) 

P. All these things and whatever you see that we need, grant us, O God, for the sake of 
Christ, who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:  

Leader: May the hand of God hold you in your weakness, 
               May the arms of God comfort you in your failures, 
               May the power of God lift you up and set your free, 
               And may you live as children set free by God’s love. 
All:     Amen. 
 



THE SENDING SONG:    Hallelujah, We’re Not Alone (music at end of bulletin) 
  
THE DISMISSAL:  
Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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