
 

GATHERING PRAYER: 

Begin this Sunday's worship with a time of silence. Our lives are far noisier than 
wind, fire, or earthquake. In a great paradox, God speaks to us in sheer silence. Use 
this chance to listen as you pray. 
 
Wellspring of eternal life, we come to you this day having drunk deeply the waters of 
anxiety and despair. Bring to us your living water. Quench our thirsting souls, for we 
offer this prayer in Your Name. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

❖ “Most people have come to prefer certain of life’s experiences and deny and reject 
others, unaware of the value of the hidden things that may come wrapped in plain 
and even ugly paper. In avoiding all pain and seeking comfort at all costs, we may 
be left without intimacy or compassion; in rejecting change and risk we often 
cheat ourselves of the quest; in denying our suffering we may never know our 
strength or our greatness.” -  Rachel Naomi Remen  

❖ “The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes but in 
having new eyes.” -  Marcel Proust  

 
PRAISE SONG:     “Hope House” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: God, you seek us out: 
All: In the dead of night 

Leader: And on this bright morning; 

All: In the depths of despair 

Leader: And in the valleys of worry. 

All: When we are hiding, 

Leader: Or just plain lost. Loving God, you draw near, 

All: As close as our breathing, 



Leader: And you whisper in our ear. 

All: “Your turn, come find me.” 
 
OUR CONFESSION: 

All: Surprising and persistent God, you never give up looking for us. 
Wherever we hide you seek us. Wherever we run you follow us. You 
call us to be free. We cannot escape from your yearning for us. So help 
us look for you so that we might find the sweetness of life, a reason for 
living, an ever-flowing fountain of joy.  And help us seek out those who 
also need to be set free by your love.  We pray in the name of the one 
who comes to find the lost and the hidden- Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Words of Assurance: 
The waters of mercy and healing are poured over you. God is loving and faithful to 
those who come to God. Come, seek the loving presence and be healed. AMEN. 

THE CONFESSION RESPONSE: “Break These Chains”  
                                                                       (music at end of bulletin)  

THE READING:                                Acts 17:22-31 
22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 
the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The 
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. 26 From one ancestor[a] he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he 
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, 27 so that they would search for God[b] and perhaps fumble about for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move 
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his 
offspring.’ 

29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or 
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God 
has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017%3A22-31&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-27537a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017%3A22-31&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-27538b


THE GOSPEL:        John 14:15-21 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and 
God will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

MESSAGE:  “On Mother’s Day, Give the Gift that Keeps on Giving” 
                                -     Pastor Cristy Schoob    
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     “To Know God and to Make God Known” 
                                                                                    (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: Christ is risen… 

All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Leader: Great God of love and glory, you have found us, and we have found you. 
Continue to open our eyes to see you, may we never stop looking for you - now, 
today, this week or ever.  

All:     Amen! 
  
THE SENDING SONG:     “Children of God” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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