
 
 

MEDITATION PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: 

God of love, we are grateful for the love you have shown us in Christ and through other 
persons, for patience with our failings, for kindness in our weak moments, for praise 
when we have done our best, for forgiveness without counting the times, for those who 
go with us when the going gets rough, for those who trust us again after we have abused 
their trust. For all gifts of love, we thank you, and especially that your love for us is 
stronger than death. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 Intense love does not measure, it just gives. - Mother Teresa 

 If you judge people, you have no time to love them. - Mother Teresa 

 The beginning of love is to let those we love be perfectly themselves, and not to 
twist them to fit our own image. Otherwise we love only the reflection of 
ourselves we find in them. - Thomas Merton 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader:   We gather to hear of God’s unconditional love; 
People: We are each different and unique, yet we are all loved by God. 
Leader:   We gather to affirm that we are called to love one another with no strings 

attached; 
People: We learn by Jesus’ example to love all people everywhere. 
Leader:   We gather to affirm that each of us has gifts to offer; 
People: We are called to see that each person is blessed with gifts for God’s 

service. 
All:         Help us Lord to do what we cannot do alone. 
 
PRAISE SONG:     God We Gather as Your People (verses 1, 3, 4)  
                                                                (music at end of bulletin) 
 



THE CONFESSION: 

To love one another is the most difficult thing you have asked us to do, O 
Lord. It is difficult to love those who are close to us, it is difficult to love 
those who are opposed to us, it is difficult for us to love the one who needs 
something from us, and it is difficult to love those we don't even know. 

And yet we hear the challenge, and we certainly see the example that you 
have given to us. Even as we follow you we fail you, and yet you love us. 
Even when we deliberately act contrary to your will, you love us. And we 
are always needy, and you love us. 

Forgive us our hard hearts. Cultivate in us a willingness to love as we have 
been loved. Amen 
 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:     In God’s Eyes (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE LESSONS:                       1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

These are some of the beginning words of this letter, which the Apostle Paul wrote to the believers in 
the Greek city of Corinth.  He suggests that those who hold to knowledge as the primary source of 
life, common in Greek philosophy, or to a rule ridden life, popular among those from a Jewish 
background, encounter instead a stumbling block with a God, Jesus, who dies on a cross, one of the 
most despised ways to die.  To some this is foolishness; but he tells them, this is the way of God. 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what 
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 
reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He 
is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’ 

 

 
 



1 Corinthians 13 

Later in the same letter, the Apostle Paul pens these words about love, which prompts some to call 
this, “The Love Chapter”, often read at weddings.  It is not a description of romantic or erotic love, 
but instead of how love of another, agape love, can be expressed.  He also states faith, hope, and love 
are often experienced, but the greatest is love which enhances every person's life. 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my 
body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we 
prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an 
end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 
know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 
THE GOSPEL:                                  Mark 9:33-41 

As Mark tells the story of Jesus’ life, this takes place at Capernaum, a city on the northern coast of 
the Sea of Galilee.  His disciples had argued about who among them was greatest.  Jesus suggests 
greatness comes in caring for or loving another person, including children, and that these deeds are 
greater than actions exhibiting great power. 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What 
were you arguing about on the way?’ But they were silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another about who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, 
and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ Then 
he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 
them, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 

John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; 
for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterwards to speak 
evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a 
cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the 
reward. 
 
MESSAGE:     “No Strings Attached”                                       - Pastor David Schoob              
                                                                   
THE MESSAGE RESPONSE:     I Believe in That Love (music at end of bulletin) 



 
 THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT: 

Leader: With the promise of life before us, and the grace of God beside us, and the love 
of God within us, send us now, O Lord, out into the world to live lives of love-
no strings attached. Amen. 

 
 THE SENDING SONG:     We are a Rainbow (verses 2, 3, 4)  
                                                                      (music at end of bulletin) 
                                                              
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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