
 
MEDITATION PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: 

O God who created all things and called them good: Grant us the grace to understand 
that you are a God of love and of joy. Help us to serve you with joyous hearts filled with 
your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and 
"Hallelujah!" is our song.                                                                        - Pope John Paul II 

 Praise is the means by which God reveals God’s self to God’s people.     - C.S. Lewis 

 Awe is what opens our finite minds to the infinite intelligence of God. Awe is 
what connects our limited hearts to the limitless love of the Lord. Awe is what 
helps us to see God's glory in the sea and the land and the moon and the sun.   
                                                                                           - Homiletics (A Preaching Magazine) 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader:   Easter people, rejoice! 
People: For God is good and faithful! 
Leader:   Easter people, rejoice! 
People: For God brings love and hope! 
Leader:   Easter people, rejoice! 
People: For all things work together for God! Thanks be to God! 
 
PRAISE SONG:     Let the People of God (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE CONFESSION: 

Creating and sustaining God, who protects us in the earliest dawn and 
through the darkness of night, we confess we are people who often choose 
to live in conflict rather than use your healing power to resolve our 
problems. Please grant us forgiveness and give us strength to rise above 
our desolation and ugliness. In you lies the power and redemption needed 



for a life of glorious delight in your love. Our hope rests in you and you 
alone, O God, and we pray in your gracious name. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:     The God of Second Chances (verses 1, 4, 6) 
                                                                       (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE LESSONS:  

Psalm 146 

This is sometimes called a teaching Psalm about the God we worship.  It begins and ends with words 
of praise for this God’s care of the universe and its inhabitants, greater than any human ruler.  
Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
   I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

Do not put your trust in princes, 
   in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
   on that very day their plans perish. 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
   whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
who made heaven and earth, 
   the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith for ever; 
   who executes justice for the oppressed; 
   who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
   the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
   the LORD loves the righteous. 
The LORD watches over the strangers; 
   The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow, 
   but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

The LORD will reign for ever, 
   your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 
 
Philippians 4:4-13 

Here the Apostle Paul is writing to the believers in Philippi, a Greek city on the coast of the Aegean 
sea.  They are some of his concluding words to them suggesting possible behavior and thinking 
practices plus his own living example. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 



peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will 
be with you. 

I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; 
indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it. Not that I am 
referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know 
what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all 
circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of 
having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through the one who strengthens 
me. 
 
THE GOSPEL:                                Luke 24:13-35 

This is Luke’s record of one of Jesus’ several post-resurrection appearances. It involves two of His 
disciples walking to Emmaus on the day of His resurrection. He joins them and they engage in 
mutual conversation.  They invite Him to join them for the evening and they become aware He is 
alive.  It ends with them returning to tell the other disciples Jesus appeared to them and also 
learning Simon had the same experience. 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 
with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What 
are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking 
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 
these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, 
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and 
when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed 
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went 
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he 
said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost 
evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was 
at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then 



their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he 
has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
MESSAGE:     “Don’t Worry, Be Happy?”                              - Pastor David Schoob              
                                                                   
THE MESSAGE RESPONSE:     Always We Begin Again  
                                                               (music at end of bulletin) 
 
 THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT: 

Leader: Go in hope and praise God. Go, knowing that God is waiting to surprise you 
with great joy in ways you would never imagine, and remember that through 
you God will surprise many with hope and joy. Amen. 

 
 THE SENDING SONG:     May the God of Hope Go with Us  
                                                             (music at end of bulletin) 
                                                              
THE DISMISSAL: 

Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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