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- 24TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
GATHERING PRAYER:

Begin this Sunday's worship with a time of silence. Our lives are far noisier than
wind, fire, or earthquake. In a great paradox, God speaks to us in sheer silence. Use
this chance to listen as you pray.

O God who is creating our world anew through us: Grant us the wisdom to see your day
coming and to prepare by doing Your work; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY:
% Look at everything as though you were seeing it for the first time or the last
time. Then your time on earth will be filled with glory. - Betty Smith

» “You never know when it will be the last time you'll see your father, or kiss your
wife, or play with your little brother, but there's always a last time. If you could

remember every last time, you'd never stop grieving.”
- Jonathan Tropper, This is Where I Leave You

% Value whatever you have. Never take any one for granted and enjoy every
moment you have.

Cherish the memories and always say what you need to say, even if it is scary at
the time.

Live every day like it’s your last and be sure to tell those you care about that you
love them.

CALL TO WORSHIP:

Leader: Iheard the voice of Jesus say, "Come to me and rest.
People: I replied, "Later, Lord. I'm too busy now."

Leader: Iheard the voice of Jesus say, "Behold, I freely give the living water; thirsty
one, stoop down and drink and live."

People: I replied, "Not now, Lord, I'm not thirsty."
Leader: Come and prepare for the Christ who is coming.
People: When will Christ appear?

Leader: No one knows. We just know we must be ready.



People: How do we get ready?
Leader: Love God and take care of each other.

People: Simple but difficult. With God's help we will love God and take care
of all God's people.

PRAISE SONG: “Do Justice” (music at end of bulletin)
CONFESSION:

Leader: Let us confess to God and before one another our sins, and especially our
failure to prepare for God’s coming reign.

People: We confess to you, O God, and before one another that we have
sinned. We make all kinds of preparations for all kinds of events.
Already the stores are calling us to prepare to spend lots of money
on Christmas presents and decorations. We are urged to prepare
for school, to prepare for work, to prepare for retirement. We try
to heed all these calls, but we fail to hear you calling us to prepare
for the reign you are bringing to our world. We prepare for the
things that are passing away and fail to prepare for the eternal.
Forgive us and open our ears and hearts that we might hear and
heed your call to prepare for you. Amen.

Leader: God is working and preparing the world for God’s reign. God welcomes us as
we return from our folly and prepare by being the children of God, the
disciples of Jesus.

THE CONFESSION RESPONSE: “Lord Help Me Keep My Life in Balance”
(music at end of bulletin)

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women!(z! took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom.[! 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were

wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise
took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became
drowsy and slept. ¢ But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.” 7 Then all those young womenl<! got up and trimmed their
lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.” 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” 1 And while they went to buy it,
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet, and the door was shut. 1t Later the other young women!(d! came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.” 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’” 13 Keep
awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.le!

MESSAGE: “Preparing for what???” - Pastor Cristy



MESSAGE RESPONSE: “God Are You Tired?” (music at end of bulletin)
THE PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
Jrom the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING OUT:

Leader: God grant you wisdom to live each day as if it were your last,
letting go of that which is unnecessary and taking hold of all that has been
promised. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

THE SENDING SONG: “God Says It’s Time” (music at end of bulletin)
THE DISMISSAL:

Leader:  Go in peace and serve the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Skeptic. Cynic. Certain. Believer Confident Fearful Doubter Seeker Questioner

= latino. Black. Asian. White. Indigenous. Immigrant. Any combination of ethnic or

 racial identities. Female. Male. Straight. Gay. Bisexual Transgender. Questioning:

Rich. Poor. Middle-class. Barely making it. Able bodied. Specially abled. Disabled.
Young. Old. In-between. Married. Single. Divorced. Awaiting trial. Served time.
On probation. Tired. Worn. Hopeful. Employed. Unemployed. Workaholic. Slacker.
Anxious. Depressed. Confused. Centered. Inked. Pierced. Both. Life long follower
of Jesus. Regular attender. Occasional attender. Curious onlooker Don't quite fit the box.
Need a prayer right now. Trinity is a faith community where we believe
in God's love, grace and mercy—illustrated most clearly through Jesus
Christ. We believe we are all children of God, created in God's image
and equal in God's sight. We believe God loves us just as we are and
way too much to let us stay this way. We are called to live in God's light
and be transformed, not through judgment but through unconditional love.
We believe God's love is all-inclusive and is stronger than the pressure
to be perfect regardless of whatever labels we carry. Saint. Sinner Democrat.
Republican. Independent. Libertarian. Green. Socialist Apolitical. Addicted. Recovering.
We don't care what religion or denomination you are. We are all Human. We are all Flawed.
We are all Beloved. —You are welcome here.
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Do Justice. Words and Music by Larry Olson and Julie Hennies Clark. © 1991 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted
with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.

Lord, Help Me Keep My Life in Balance. Words and Music by David Angerman. ©1997 GlorySound, a division of
Shawnee Press. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.

God Are You Tired. Words and Music: Larry Olson. © 2007 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted with permission
under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.

God Says It’s Time. Lyrics and music by Bryan Sirchio. © Crosswind Music. Reprinted with permission. All rights
reserved.
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Lord, Help Me Keep My Life in Balance
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You, Lord, are my hope, my strength for  the day.
God Are You Tired
N —— E
i o |
g — -
1.0h God, are you tired of our emp- ty days, our
2.0h God, are you tired of our bombs and  guns, the
3.0h God, are you tired of our end- less greed, our
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cal - loused hearts, our bro- ken ways? How long tillwe wake up and
rea- sons wegive to  kill some-one? How long tillwe stand up and
mind less chase of lux-u - ry? How long tillwe cry out that
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heed your call? How long till we see that we don't know it all? May we
stop this race? How long till we see you in ev- er - y face?
some- thing's wrong? How long till our praise - is more than a song?
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lose our -selves for you. May we lose our - selves for you. For the
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least and the lost, may we take up our cross and hum-bly fol - low you.



God Says It's Time
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jus - tice and com - pas - sion. It's time for us to take ac - tion as we
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God says it's time, yeah God is still speak -ing, and God says it's
Fine q E
39:&:4@_4 SIS —r e e e e e
D) . o i : .
time. It's time to  put first things first, to set all dis-trac-tions a -
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side. It's time to get down to work, the work of the bo - d of
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Christ There's heal- ing and lov- ing and reach-ing  out that
love. There's jus - tice, for -give- ness and wel - com - ing that
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God wants to do, in and  through the lives that we live and the
God want to do, in and  through the choi -ces we make and the
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love we ive. So let's roll our sleeves up now be - cause it's
risks we ake. So let's live that mes - sage  now be - cause it's



