
 

GATHERING PRAYER: 

Begin this Sunday's worship with a time of silence. Our lives are far noisier than 
wind, fire, or earthquake. In a great paradox, God speaks to us in sheer silence. Use 
this chance to listen as you pray. 

Lord God, you lovingly spoke all creation into existence. You shaped each one of us 
within our mother’s womb. As we gather to worship you today, fill our hearts with 
wonder and our mouths with praise at the wildly wonderful world you have made. In 
the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

❖ To hope means to be ready at any moment for that which is not yet born.  
                                                                                                                                - Eric Fromm 

❖ Some things are true whether we believe them or not.                            - Mike Graves 

❖ Into our midst comes Advent, representing not the end but the beginning of the 
church year; not the tying-up of all our loose ends, but God's opening up of our 
future. Its focus is not on all we have to do, but on all God has done, is doing and 
will do in the marvelous gift of Christ.                                      - Jean Cramer-Heuerman 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: God gives a promise, 

All:  The extraordinary amidst the ordinary, 

One: But we doubt the promise, 

All:  God must overcome roadblocks and detours. 

One: To lead us to new life, 

All:  God must prod us at times, 

One: To lead us from failure and exile, 

All:  into a new day. 

One: Advent is a journey, 

All:  Made on a promise, 



One: A discovery of God's voice: 

All:  In unexpected places and spaces!  
 
PRAISE SONG:     “Bethlehem Highway” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
CONFESSION: 

Loving God, it is true that we do not see your new vision for life. We get 
stuck in old patterns, bad habits, limited hopes. We do not look deep 
enough to see you in the midst of difficulty, to find you inside our anxious 
longing. We do not recognize you in our longing for someone or something 
to take away the emptiness. We place our hopes on some present, some 
kind word, some new experience and miss the deepest love which is 
offered to us by the child in the manger. 

Persistent God, open us to seeing you in the paradoxes of life. Give us 
reason to smile, knowing you are working in ways we cannot imagine or 
expect. Set loose a new hope in us and in all. Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION RESPONSE: “Light Shines in the Darkness”    
                                                                                       (music at end of bulletin) 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE:   The Second Sunday of Advent 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY: 

Leader:   Advent is a time to watch 

People: We watch, with hope, for the dawning light. 

Leader:   Advent is a time to watch for hope in our despair. 

People: We watch, with hope, for the dawning light. 

Leader:   Advent is a time to watch for grace and forgiveness. 

People: We watch, with hope, for the dawning light. 

Leader:   Advent is a time to watch for peace in the midst of conflict. 

People: We watch, with hope, for the dawning light. 

Leader:   Advent is a time to watch for peace the end of darkness. 

People: We watch for Jesus, the Light of the World. 

CANDLE LIGHTING: 

Leader: This morning we light 2 candles. The first candle reminds us that Advent is a 
time of waiting. The second candle reminds us that Advent is also a time of 
watching. We watch with expectant eyes, trusting that God is active, present, 
and constantly at work. As we light the second candle, we ask for faith to 
watch for God’s presence and open our eyes to see all that God is doing. 

 
 



CANDLE LIGHTING PRAYER: 

Leader:   God in heaven, as we learn to watch for signs of your presence, open our eyes 
that we might see the ways you are at work around us, within us, and through 
us.  

People: Amen. 

CANDLE LIGHTING SONG:     “Jesus, the Light of the World”  
                                                                       (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE GOSPEL:            Luke 1:5-20; Luke 1:34-45; Luke 1:57-60 

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters of 
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous before God, living 
blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they 
had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 
8 Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, 9 he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of 
the Lord to offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly 
of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was 
terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 
you will name him John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong 
drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of 
the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will 
go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 18 Zechariah 
said to the angel, “How can I know that this will happen? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is getting on in years.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence 
of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But 
now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you 
will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” 
34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”[c] 35 The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[d] will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
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with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be[e] a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced 
with her. 

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name 
him Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.”  

MESSAGE:     “Elizabeth?  Who?  Why?”  - Pastor Cristy 

 
MESSAGE RESPONSE:     “Advent Begins in the Darkness of Night” 
                                                                                       (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: Send us forth into these weeks before Christmas seeking your signs, Lord. Send 
us forth to find the peace, hope, grace, and joy of your presence buried beneath 
the tinsel, the gifts, the cards, the partying, the carols, and the bills. Send us 
forth as your people to experience your birth into our lives that can bring order, 
purpose, and joy in all we do. Amen. 

All:     Amen! 
 
THE SENDING SONG: “All Through the Night” (music at end of bulletin) 
  
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader: Go into God’s world in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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