
 
MEDITATION PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: 

God of revelation, open us to your word today. You spoke words of love and revelation 
on the mountaintop; may you speak in this space, too. Move in us, that we too may be 
witnesses to your word and experience you anew. Just as Peter was moved to action 
when he saw your glory, so may we be nudged to help build your reign of love. In 
Christ, your revealed Son, we pray. Amen.  
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a night 
already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that." - Dr. Martin Luther King  

 What is important is that one is capable of love. It is perhaps the only glimpse 
we are permitted of eternity. - Helen Hayes 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: Come to the mount and see the power of God. 
People:    We see Jesus in the beauty and power of holiness. 
Leader: He invites you not just to see but to be transformed, as well. 
People:    We are not worthy to approach the holiness of God. 
Leader: None are worthy but Jesus invites us. 
People:    We come to be transformed into the glory God desires for us. 
 
PRAISE SONG:  Not By Might (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE CONFESSION: 

Holy God, we confess that we often approach the world as if it is dark and 
depressing. We fail to observe signs of your radiance in the ordinary 
moments of our daily lives. We do not allow our eyes and ears and hearts 
to be transfigured by the glory and grace of your presence. Forgive us, God, 
and penetrate our darkness and sin with your bright and holy love. Amen.  
 
 
 



Words of Assurance: 

Leader:   The light of Christ illumines the darkest places in our lives. Hope is alive in 
Jesus the Christ. Pardon and peace are yours. 

People: Glory be to God on high! Amen. 
 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:       I Come to the Cross (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE LESSON:                      2 Corinthians 4:3-6 (The Message) 

Writing a second letter to the young and challenged group of believers in Corinth, Greece, the 
Apostle Paul strongly states what he believes is happening among them and how they may find a 
new focus. 

If our Message is obscure to anyone, it’s not because we’re holding back in any way. No, 
it’s because these other people are looking or going the wrong way and refuse to give it 
serious attention. All they have eyes for is the fashionable god of darkness. They think 
he can give them what they want, and that they won’t have to bother believing a Truth 
they can’t see. They’re stone-blind to the dayspring brightness of the Message that 
shines with Christ, who gives us the best picture of God we’ll ever get. 
 Remember, our Message is not about ourselves; we’re proclaiming Jesus Christ, the 
Master. All we are is messengers, errand runners from Jesus for you. It started when 
God said, “Light up the darkness!” and our lives filled up with light as we saw and 
understood God in the face of Christ, all bright and beautiful. 
 
THE GOSPEL:                                    Mark 9:2-9 

This story is called the Transfiguration of Jesus where His appearance is changed and the disciples 
with Him want to make the experience last longer.  The New Testament books of Matthew and Luke 
also have this story before Jesus begins His final journey to Jerusalem where ultimately He dies and 
is resurrected.  This transfiguration story is often read on the Sunday before the start of Lent, a 
season when Christians often consider the events in Jesus life related to His last days in Jerusalem.  

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared 
to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them 
anymore, but only Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 
MESSAGE:      “Why Do We Keep Climbing the Mountain?”   
                                                                                                                - Pastor David Schoob 
                                                                   

THE MESSAGE RESPONSE:     The Power of Your Love (music at end of bulletin) 



 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  

 
THE SENDING OUT:  
 
One: Leave this place with your hearts and minds transfigured to see and hear and 

know God’s divine radiance in the ordinary moments of your lives. Reflect God’s 
glory in all that you do. Go with the grace of Christ. Amen.   

 
THE SENDING SONG:     When It’s All Been Said and Done  
                                                                             (music at end of bulletin) 
                                                              

THE DISMISSAL: 

Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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