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MARCH 16-17, 2024
5TH SUNDAY IN LENT

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.

GATHERING PRAYER:

Begin this Sunday's worship with a time of silence. Our lives are far noisier than
wind, fire, or earthquake. In a great paradox, God speaks to us in sheer silence. Use
this chance to listen as you pray.

God of all hopefulness, mold us, shape us, and empower us. Help us to imagine a
community of people from different walks of life and from different places in your
world that gathers together in the name of Christ. Open our eyes and prepare our
spirits to see that we really are connected in, with, and under all things in Christ, who
holds all things together. Amen.

PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY:

% The midrash tells the story of passengers on a boat. As the boat pulled away from
the dock to begin its voyage, one passenger opened his bag and took out a drill.
The other passengers became alarmed as he put the drill bit against the floor
under his seat and begin to make a hole in the bottom of the boat. The other
passengers, in fear and astonishment, pleaded with him, “Stop! What are you
doing?” The man was surprised by their objections. He calmly said, “What
business is it of yours? Why should you care? I'm only drilling under my own
seat. I have no intention of drilling under yours.” The other passengers frantically
told him, “The seat might only be yours, but the water will rise up to drown us
all!”

% First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Trade Unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me —

and there was no one left to speak for me.
- Martin Niemoller (1892-1984)



CALL TO WORSHIP:

One: A word spoken,

All: A voice heard,

One: A dream revealed,

All: A mission received.

One: God calls

All: Again and again.

One: God beckons us

All: To follow,

One: To love,

All: To serve,

One: To give.

All: Again and again

One: God invites us

All: To embrace the lonely,

One: To feed the hungry,

All: To tell the Good News of Jesus,
One: Light of the world, help us see all these people you love.

PRAISE SONG: “All My Relatives” (music at end of bulletin)

CONFESSION:

All: God of Light and Life, we are all born blind. We look upon the world
with eyes of fear and prejudice, deceiving ourselves into believing that
we can see. Help us to recognize our blindness and to ask for your
healing touch. Restore our vision, that we may see the world with the
compassionate eyes of Christ. Amen.

CONFESSION SONG: “Come, Lord Jesus” (music at end of bulletin)

THE GOSPEL READINGS: Mark 10:35-45

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them,
“What is it you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Appoint us to sit, one
at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink or be
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39 They replied, “We are able.”
Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism
with which I am baptized you will be baptized, 4° but to sit at my right hand or at my
left is not mine to appoint, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 So Jesus
called them and said to them, “You know that among the gentiles those whom they
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over
them. 43 But it is not so among you; instead, whoever wishes to become great among



you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of
all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give his life a
ransom for many.”

Mark 12:28-31

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus
had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the
most important?”

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one.[2] 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’[b! 31 The second is this: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’[c] There is no commandment greater than these.”

MESSAGE: “We’re ALL in this TOGETHER” - Pastor Cristy Schoob
MESSAGE RESPONSE: “Who Sweeps the Stables” (music at end of bulletin)
THE PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
Jrom the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING OUT:

Leader: We have been marked by the cross of Christ. We have heard the Word. We
have been fed by God’s meal of grace, and now we are being sent out.

Go into the world in God’s peace. Be of good courage.

Hold fast to that which is good. Return no one evil for evil.

Strengthen the faint-hearted. Support the weak.

Make common cause with the poor and the oppressed.

Help the afflicted, Honor all people.

Love your life and love the One who bestowed it upon you.

May God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer bless us now and forever.
All: Amen.

THE SENDING SONG: "All the People Said Amen” (music at end of bulletin)

THE DISMISSAL:

Leader:  Go into God’s world in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



0 1S WIDE OPEN

;’ . Skeptic. Cynic. Certain. Believer. Confident. Fearful. Doubter. Seeker. Questioner.

~ Latino. Black. Asian. White. Indigenous. Immigrant. Any combination of ethnic or

& racial identities, Female. Male. Straight. Gay. Bisexual. Transgender. Questioning.

* *  Rich Poor Middle-class. Barely making it. Able bodied. Specially abled. Disabled.

' Young. Old. In-between. Married. Single. Divorced. Awaiting trial. Served time.

On probation. Tired. Worn. Hopeful. Employed. Unemployed. Workaholic. Slacker.

Anxious. Depressed. Confused. Centered. Inked. Pierced. Both. Life long follower

of Jesus. Regular attender. Occasional attender. Curious onlooker. Dom't quite fit the box.

Need a prayer right now. Trinity is a faith community where we believe

_in God's love, grace and mercy—illustrated most clearly through Jesus

- Christ. We believe we are all children of God, created in God's image

- and equal in God's sight. We believe God loves us just as we are and

'_ ~ way too much to let us stay this way. We are called to live in God’s light
~ and be transformed, not through judgment but through unconditional love.

“We believe God's love is all-inclusive and is stronger than the pressure

to be perfect regardless of whatever labels we carry. Saint. Sinner. Democrat.

 Republican. Independent. Libertarian. Green. Socialist. Apolitical. Addicted. Recovering.

We don't care what religion or denomination you are. We are all Human. We are all Flawed.

We are all Beloved. —You are welcome here.

All My Relatives. Words and Music: Karol Baer and Larry Olson. © 1992 Dakota Road Music.
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.

Come, Lord Jesus. Words and Music: Diane Davis Andrew. © 1974,1975 Celebration Services
(International) Ltd. Reprinted with permission under CCLI license #230769. All rights reserved.

Who Sweeps the Stable? Music: Jane Manton Marshall. Words: Shirley Erena Murray. Music © 2009
New Zealand Hymnbook Trust. Words © 2004 Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted with permission under
One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.

All the People Said Amen. Words and music by Matt Maher, Trevor Morgan and Paul Moak. © 2013
Thankyou Music. Reprinted with permission under CCLI license #230769. All rights reserved.



All My Relatives
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Come, Lord Jesus
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Who Sweeps the Stable?
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All the People Said Amen
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