
 
GATHERING PRAYER: 

Begin this Sunday's worship with a time of silence. Our lives are far noisier than 
wind, fire, or earthquake. In a great paradox, God speaks to us in sheer silence. Use 
this chance to listen as you pray. 
 
O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the 
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following Jesus, we may walk faithfully through 
the wilderness places of this world, toward the life you alone can give.  

Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred 
that infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love. 
Strengthen us through our struggles and confusion, to work to accomplish your 
purposes on earth. Help us to be beacons of your love in every time and place. Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” - 
Isaiah 41:10 

 “The will of God will not take us where the grace of God cannot sustain us.” - Billy 
Graham 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: A word spoken, 
All: A voice heard, 
One: A dream revealed, 
All: A mission revealed. 
One: God calls 
All: Again and again. 
One: God beckons us 
All: To follow, 
One: To love, 
All: To serve, 
One: To give. 



All: Again and again 
One: God invites us 
All: To embrace the lonely, 
One: To feed the hungry, 
All: To tell the Good News of Jesus, 
One: Light of the world, help us see all these people you love. 
 
PRAISE SONG:     “Gather Us In, vs. 1-3” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
CONFESSION: 

All: God of Light and Life, we are all born blind. We look upon the world 
with eyes of fear and prejudice, deceiving ourselves into believing that we 
can see. Help us to recognize our blindness and to ask for your healing 
touch. Restore our vision, that we may see the world with the 
compassionate eyes of Christ. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:     “Mercy” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE READINGS:       Isaiah 41:10 

"Don't fear, because I am with you; don't be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you, I will surely help you; I will hold you, with my righteous strong hand." 

1 John 4:7-12 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.   

God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 
that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that God 
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 
THE GOSPEL:          John 1:14-18 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen Jesus’ glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ” From Jesus’ fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 

The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s 
heart, who has made God known. 
    
MESSAGE:     “How Do We Keep Journeying?”  - Pastor Cristy Schoob 
 



MESSAGE RESPONSE:     “Out in the Wilderness” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:   

Leader: Hear this command: Love one another. May God give you courage and strength 
to journey forward in faith. Let your compassion be infectious. Shine. 

All:     Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG: "Boundless Love" (music at end of bulletin) 
  
THE DISMISSAL:  

Leader:   Go into God’s world in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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