
 

MEDITATION PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: 

Holy God, Prompt us to reach out in love to our siblings on earth. Help us especially to 
remember, that as we gather about the cross that reveals your love for everyone, we are 
all God's children and that Christ died to bring healing for every soul on earth. In his 
name, we pray. Amen. 

PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 Empathy is your pain in my heart.  
- Halford Luccock, American Methodist minister, professor of homiletics-Yale Divinity School 

 We do not have to escape our pains; we can mobilize them into a common search 
for life.                                                                              - Henri Nouwen (Pastor and Healer) 

 To believe in God is not just to love life, but to work so that there is life.  
                                               - Jon Sobrino ( Jesuit Catholic priest and Liberation Theologian) 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: All you searching for something that lasts, 
All:  All you hungry for meaning, 
One: All you thirsting for knowledge, 
All:  All you seeking a blessing, 
One: Come to the cross. 
All:  Here, find forgiveness and healing, 
One: Here, find a community of care, 
All:  Here, find truth that is solid, 
One: come as sinners made new as saints. 
All:  We come to the cross.  
 
PRAISE SONG:     “God Will See Us Through” (music at end of bulletin) 

 



THE CONFESSION: 

All:  Call us forth, O God, to tend the places of beauty long forgotten, to 
plant gardens in the deserts of hurt, to pick flowers of hope when 
others see only despair. 

         Take us deep this Lent and let us discover some boldness for action, 
some rest for our weariness, some healing for our wounds.  

         Let forgiveness flow like a gentle river, and let our tables overflow 
with bounty and friendship. Let memories linger like fragrant roses 
and our hearts be connected to the well-spring of your love and grace. 

         God of all life, deepen our walk with you during these days of Lent. 
And use us as instruments of your healing in the world.  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:       “Healer” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE READING:                               Mark 9: 14-29 

As Mark tells the story of Jesus’ life, this healing takes place after Jesus comes down from the 
mountain with Peter, James, and John following His transfiguration.  When they meet the other 
disciples who were arguing with the scribes, Jesus is met by a father and son and shows to them His 
compassion for humanity. 
When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and some 
scribes arguing with them. When the whole crowd saw him, they were immediately 
overcome with awe, and they ran forward to greet him. He asked them, ‘What are you 
arguing about with them?’ Someone from the crowd answered him, ‘Teacher, I brought 
you my son; he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak; and whenever it seizes 
him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I 
asked your disciples to cast it out, but they could not do so.’ He answered them, ‘You 
faithless generation, how much longer must I be among you? How much longer must I 
put up with you? Bring him to me.’ And they brought the boy to him. When the spirit 
saw him, immediately it threw the boy into convulsions, and he fell on the ground and 
rolled about, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the father, ‘How long has this been 
happening to him?’ And he said, ‘From childhood. It has often cast him into the fire 
and into the water, to destroy him; but if you are able to do anything, have pity on us 
and help us.’ Jesus said to him, ‘If you are able!—All things can be done for the one who 
believes.’ Immediately the father of the child cried out, ‘I believe; help my 
unbelief!’ When Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, ‘You spirit that keeps this boy from speaking and hearing, I 
command you, come out of him, and never enter him again!’ After crying out and 
convulsing him terribly, the spirit came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most 
of them said, ‘He is dead.’ But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he 
was able to stand. When he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, 
‘Why could we not cast it out?’ He said to them, ‘This kind can come out only through 
prayer.’ 
 



MESSAGE:     “I’m a … Not a Healer!”                                    - Pastor David Schoob                                                                                                                                       
                                
THE MESSAGE RESPONSE:     “Beauty for Brokenness (vs. 1-3)”  
                                                                           (music at end of bulletin) 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are Yours, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT: 

Leader: Let us go forth as workers together with God proclaiming the Good News, 
performing deeds of mercy and kindness and giving evidence of Christ's love in 
all that we do. And may the grace of God be with us all. Amen. 

 
THE SENDING SONG:     “Leaning In” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL: 

Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
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