
 

MEDITATION PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: 

God, you connect all people through your love. In our diversity, unify us in your 
message of good news: God loves, God redeems, God lives! Break into our hearts 
today; create in us perfect love as we glorify your name! Amen. 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: 

 If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each 
other.                                                                                                                 - Mother Teresa 

 So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another.                                                                                                            - Colossians 2:6 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader:   Beloved, let us love one another, 
People: because love is from God. 
Leader:   Whoever does not love does not know God,  
People: for God is love. 
Leader:   God is love and those who abide in love abide in God, 
People: and God abides in them. 
                                                                                                                 -based on 1 John 4:7, 16b 
 
PRAISE SONG:     Together in Christ (music at end of bulletin) 

THE CONFESSION: 

All:        Christ Jesus, you taught your followers to form community and to 
share all that they had with those in need. In such a way, you 
provided for everyone. We have assurance that you walk with us 
during times of trouble, you provide all good things; yet we often 
horde what we have for fear that we will not have plenty. Our cups 
overflow in many ways, goodness and mercy have followed us; yet, 
we often horde our own mercy toward others. We try to thrive even 
though we are disconnected and alone. 



 
               Teach us to share in common those gifts you have given us - 

material, emotional and spiritual. Forgive us when we lose sight of 
the call to bring all people into the place of plenty and thanksgiving. 
May the Scriptures and our prayers transform our hearts every 
day, so that we keep the vision of all people connected in you. 

 
               We take time now to confess to you how disconnected we have 

become from you and one another: 
 

(silence) 
 

Leader: We are assured of your bountiful forgiveness, and we humbly thank you as you 
lead us on right paths. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION RESPONSE:       You Set Us Free (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE READING:                1 John 4:7-21 (The Message) 

Here is an affirmation about God’s love and that it is meant to be reflected to others within an early 
Christian community.  It emphasizes that to claim God as love and not share it with others is 
inconsistent. 

My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves is born of God and experiences a relationship with God. The 
person who refuses to love doesn’t know the first thing about God, because 
God is love—so you can’t know God if you don’t love. This is how God showed God’s 
love for us: God sent God’s only Son into the world so we might live through him. This 
is the kind of love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time loved God, but 
that God loved us and sent God’s Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the 
damage they’ve done to our relationship with God. 

My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each other. 
No one has seen God, ever. But if we love one another, God dwells deeply within us, 
and God’s love becomes complete in us—perfect love! 
 This is how we know we’re living steadily and deeply in God, and God in us: God’s 
given us life from God’s life, from God’s very own Spirit. Also, we’ve seen for ourselves 
and continue to state openly that the Father sent God’s Son as Savior of the world. 
Everyone who confesses that Jesus is God’s Son participates continuously in an 
intimate relationship with God. We know it so well, we’ve embraced it heart and soul, 
this love that comes from God. 
 God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and 
God lives in us. This way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature 
in us, so that we’re free of worry on Judgment Day—our standing in the world is 
identical with Christ’s. There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes 
fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not yet 
fully formed in love. 



We, my beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves is born of God and experiences a relationship with God. The 
person who refuses to love doesn’t know the first thing about God, because God is 
love—so you can’t know God if you don’t love. This is how God showed God’s love for 
us: God sent God’s only Son into the world so we might live through him. This is the 
kind of love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time loved God, but that 
God loved us and sent God’s Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the damage 
they’ve done to our relationship with God. 

My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each other. 
No one has seen God, ever. But if we love one another, God dwells deeply within us, 
and God’s love becomes complete in us—perfect love! 

This is how we know we’re living steadily and deeply in God, and God in us: God’s 
given us life from God’s life, from God’s very own Spirit. Also, we’ve seen for ourselves 
and continue to state openly that the Father sent God’s Son as Savior of the world. 
Everyone who confesses that Jesus is God’s Son participates continuously in an 
intimate relationship with God. We know it so well, we’ve embraced it heart and soul, 
this love that comes from God. 

 God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and 
God lives in us. This way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature 
in us, so that we’re free of worry on Judgment Day—our standing in the world is 
identical with Christ’s. There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes 
fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not yet 
fully formed in love. 

We, though, are going to love—love and be loved. First we were loved, now we love. 
God loved us first. 

If anyone boasts, “I love God,” and goes right on hating their sibling, thinking nothing 
of it, they are a liar. If they won’t love the person they can see, how can they love the 
God they can’t see? The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes 
loving people. You’ve got to love both.though, are going to love—love and be loved. 
First we were loved, now we love. God loved us first. 

If anyone boasts, “I love God,” and goes right on hating their sibling, thinking nothing 
of it, they are a liar. If they won’t love the person they can see, how can they love the 
God they can’t see? The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes 
loving people. You’ve got to love both. 
 
THE GOSPEL:                       John 15:1-8 (The Message) 
These are words of Jesus shared with His disciples while in Jerusalem before His death.  He speaks 
of Himself as a vine with branches, or followers, and His Father as the farmer who cares for the 
vine so it produces fruit.  As Jesus’ disciples were meant to produce fruit, it might be said that we, 
who are His followers today, are meant to do the same. 

 “I am the Real Vine and my Father is the Farmer. He cuts off every branch of me that 
doesn’t bear grapes. And every branch that is grape-bearing he prunes back so it will 
bear even more. You are already pruned back by the message I have spoken. 



“Live in me. Make your home in me just as I do in you. In the same way that a branch 
can’t bear grapes by itself but only by being joined to the vine, you can’t bear fruit 
unless you are joined with me. 

“I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you’re joined with me and I with you, the 
relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can’t 
produce a thing. Anyone who separates from me is deadwood, gathered up and thrown 
on the bonfire. But if you make yourselves at home with me and my words are at home 
in you, you can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon. This is 
how my Father shows who he is—when you produce grapes, when you mature as my 
disciples. 
 

MESSAGE:    “Don’t Go to the Garden Alone”                      - Pastor David Schoob                                    
                                

THE MESSAGE RESPONSE:     “May This Church Be Like a Tree”  
                                                                           (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are Yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
THE SENDING OUT:  

One: May the one God hold you close and join you in faith. Go and work together in the 
name of the Christ who unites us all. Amen. 

 
THE SENDING SONG:     “Ubuntu” (music at end of bulletin) 
 
THE DISMISSAL:  
Leader:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  



 
 

Together in Christ. Words and Music by Hans Peterson and Linda Breitag © 2002 Dakota Road 
Music. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 

You Set Us Free. Lyrics and music by Larry Olson and Karol Baer. © 2018 Dakota Road Music. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.  

May This Church Be Like a Tree. Spanish text and music: Pablo D. Sosa.; tr. Andrew Donaldson. 
Spanish text and music © 2011 GIA Publications, inc. English text © 2013 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #-714192. All rights reserved. 

Ubuntu. Words and Music by Ken Medema. © Brier Patch Music. Reprinted with permission.  All 
rights reserved.  



 





 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


