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GATHERING PRAYER 
Begin this Sunday's worship with a time of silence. Our lives are far noisier than wind, 
fire, or earthquake. In a great paradox, God speaks to us in sheer silence. Use this 
chance to listen as you pray. 
 
Wellspring of eternal life, we come to you this day having drunk deeply the waters of 
anxiety and despair. Bring to us your living water. Quench our thirsting souls, for we 
offer this prayer in Your Name. AMEN.  

 

GATHERING MUSIC 

 

PASTORAL WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TRINITY WELCOME 
 

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY 

There is no friendship, no love, like that of the parent for the child.  
         ~Henry Ward Beecher  

 
A child identifies their parents with God, whether or not  the adults want that role. Most 
children ñseeò God the way they perceive their earthly parents.          ~James Dobson  
 
Remember that you are not called to produce successful, upwardly mobile, highly 
educated, athletically talented machines...Giving your children great opportunities is 
good; it is not, however, the goal of parenting. Christlikeness is. Above all, seek to raise 
children who look and act a lot like Jesus.     ~Chip Ingram  

 
Parents, do not forget that children learn more by the eye than they do by the ear... 
Imitation is a far stronger principle with children than memory. What they see has a 
much stronger effect on their minds than what they are told.          ~  J. C. Ryle  
 
As God parents you, so parent your children.    ~Marilyn Howshall  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader:   We come to worship the God who looks on our hearts. 
People: We rejoice that God does not judge by out outer shell.  
Leader:   We come to worship a God who always at work. 
People: We celebrate Godôs coming reign now among us.       
Leader:   God invites us to see as God sees. 
People: We will strive to look beyond mere appearances.  
 
PRAISE SONG             ñSend Down the Fireò 

 
 



 
 
CALL TO RECONCILIATION  
 

Why is it so easy to boast of our achievements, 
yet so hard to humbly come to God with the mistakes we make? 
This is the place where we stand in the presence of the One 
who longs to shape us into new people. 
So let us ask our loving God to forgive us, as we pray, saying . . . 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 

We confess, God of Faith,  that we ask about someone's background to see if 
they are like us,  but you look at where their heart is grounded.  
We examine another's good looks or athletic prowess,  while you take notice 
of how they reach out to those who are different.  We gaze at the size of 
someone's house or car or portfolio  to judge how successful they are,  and 
you observe whether or not they have faith the size of the smallest seed.  
 

Forgive us, Anointing God,  for looking at those around us with human eyes,  
and  not seeing them as created in your image.  As you shape us into new 
people,  give us new eyes, new hearts, new lives to follow Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior.  
 

(silent time for reflection)  
 

Assurance Of Pardon  
Leader: This is the good news: no longer must we walk the old paths of sin and death. 

Christ has come to take our old ways on himself, and to fill us with new life in 
God. 

People: Now, we know we are forgiven;  now, we know we are at peace;  
now, we can step forward in faith, to live with our God forever. 
Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION RESPONSE     
 

ñChanged for Good ò 

 
 

CHILDRENôS MESSAGE (sit)           

 

 


