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GATHERING MUSIC 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
TRINITY WELCOME 
 
THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY 

"What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present, hope for the 

future."                  Agnes M. Pahro 

“There are better things ahead than any we leave behind.”            C.S. Lewis, Author 
 
"The object of a new year is not that we should have a new year, but rather that we 
should have a new soul."            Gilbert K. Chesterton 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (stand) 

One: God is the shining star in every dark sky, 

All:  The kindness in every embrace, 

One: the love in every gift given, 

All   The joy in every new birth. 

One: God is the hope in every deep sigh, 

All:  The sparkle in the angels’ song, 

One: The peace in every night’s rest 

All:  The delight in every carol sung. 

One: Let us praise him! 

All:  Let us praise him indeed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAISE SONG           
“Bring in Your New World”  vs 1,3,4 

 
 
OUR CONFESSION 

All: Divine Companion, from the beginning of life to its ending, we rest in 
your loving embrace, though we do not always recognize your 
presence. Our eyes are blind, and our calendars are too full to notice 
your presence. We narrowly define how you work in our lives and 
often miss your surprises. 

 

        Remind us, loving God, that you are more than our past experiences 
and future hopes. You are always working for good in every moment of 
life and often in surprising, unexpected ways. Keep our eyes open to 
see. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION RESPONSE   
“We Have Seen the Messiah” 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (sit)        Pastor Robb Kosky 
 
THE LESSONS            

Isaiah 63:7-9 
I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 
    the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
    according to all the LORD has done for us— 
yes, the many good things 
    he has done for Israel, 
    according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8 He said, “Surely they are my people, 
    children who will be true to me”; 
    and so he became their Savior. 
9 In all their distress he too was distressed, 
    and the angel of his presence saved them.[a] 
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
    he lifted them up and carried them 
    all the days of old. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2063%3A7-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18876a


 
 
 
 

Psalm 148 
Praise the LORD.[a] 
Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
    praise him in the heights above. 
2 Praise him, all his angels; 
    praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; 
    praise him, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens 
    and you waters above the skies. 
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
    for at his command they were created, 
6 and he established them for ever and ever— 
    he issued a decree that will never pass away. 
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 
    you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 
    stormy winds that do his bidding, 
9 you mountains and all hills, 
    fruit trees and all cedars, 
10 wild animals and all cattle, 
    small creatures and flying birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all nations, 
    you princes and all rulers on earth, 
12 young men and women, 
    old men and children. 
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
    for his name alone is exalted; 
    his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
14 And he has raised up for his people a horn,[b] 
    the praise of all his faithful servants, 
    of Israel, the people close to his heart. 
Praise the LORD. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20148&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16373a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20148&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16386b


 
 
THE GOSPEL (Please stand) 

Matthew 2:13-23 
The Escape to Egypt 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 
he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 
for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord 
had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”[a] 

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 
gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was 
said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 
    weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children 
    and refusing to be comforted, 
    because they are no more.”[b] 

The Return to Nazareth 

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of 
Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 
said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

 
 
THE MESSAGE               Pastor Robb Kosky 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%3A13-23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23185a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%3A13-23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23188b


MESSAGE RESPONSE         “Forever Emmanuel”    

 
  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

THE OFFERING 
 Please remember that your offerings of money, time and talents enable 
Trinity to “share the love and promise of God” through its ministries 

 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P:   As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the needs of the church, 

the human family and all of creation. 
 
  (Petitions end: “God of mercy”; “Hear our prayer.”) 
 

P:   All these things and whatever you see that we need, grant us, O God, for the sake of 
Christ, who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE COMMUNION SENTENCES 
 

All:       As we come to the table on the threshold of a new year, O Lord, help 
us remember that our times are in your hand. We come with 
thanks, for years we have had and for the opportunity of entering 
this New Year with your Spirit as our guide and help. We receive the 
bread and wine with gratitude and love for you are the Source of all 
heavenly grace and blessings. In this meal grant us strength to enter 
this New Year. 

 

Leader: On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took unleavened bread, broke it, and    
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take this and eat it, this is my body.” 

               In a similar manner Jesus took a cup and after blessing it and giving thanks he 
said, “Drink this because this is the new covenant I am establishing to bind us 
together now and throughout eternity. Do this to remember me.” 

All:        This is the new relationship we share together. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE FAMILY MEAL.  (Sit) 

All who celebrate Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior  
are invited to commune today. 

When you receive the bread, you may either dip the wafer 
in the first chalice of wine or the second chalice of grape juice 
Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten free wafer. 

(We also have celiac friendly individually packaged wafer/wine in the first pew.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION   

“On the Edge of Tomorrow” vs 1,3,4 

 
 

 
 



 
 

“Who Sweeps the Stable” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

“Always There’s a Carol” 

 
 
 
THE BLESSING (stand) 
 
THE SENDING OUT 
P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
ALL: Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SENDING SONG  
“At the Door of the New Year” 

 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
Leader: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
 



Following worship, please join us for a coffee hour in the Heritage Room. 

 
WE THANK OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

   Pastor: Pastor Robb Kosky 
   Worship Assistant: Paul Bauman 

Reader: Linda Amacher 
   Ushers: Jim Klatt, Daniel Schmidt 
   Communion set-up: Cyndee Bruder 
   Communion Servers:  
   Vocalists: Ruthann Dorn, Rick Gilbertson,  

Gaytha Hillman, Phil Pierce 
   Keyboard: Hazel Griffin 
   Video: Heather Peters Audio: Greg Griffin 
   Coffee Hour: Sue Walker 

 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and 
Potawatomi people. As such, we wish to give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. 

We also recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land 
their home. It is our sincere desire that this acknowledgement initiates an ongoing instructive,  

and constructive journey toward respect, truth and healing regarding colonialism,  
the church community, and inclusivity for all children of the Great Spirit.  

We commit ourselves as God’s children to pray for our indigenous siblings, 
 to pray for God’s blessings on them and for strength for them and for us as we work together  

for justice, dignity, respect and peace for all the diverse people of the land. 
 

Permission to podcast/stream and reprint the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #A-714192, CCLI with license #230769 and licensed permission of Convergence Music 
Project. All rights reserved. 
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License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 
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Always There’s a Carol. Words: Shirley Erena Murray. Music: Colin Gibson. Words and Music © 2001 Hope 
Publishing Co. Used with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 
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