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3rd Sunday of Easter 

 
GATHERING MUSIC 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
TRINITY WELCOME 
L: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY 

Either sin is with you, lying on your shoulders, or it is lying on Christ, the Lamb of God. 
Now if it is lying on your back, you are lost; but if it is resting on Christ, you are free, and 
you will be saved. Now choose what you want.           - Martin Luther 
 
God has smiled on me, He has set me free. For us to acknowledge that we have been set 
free from toxic dependency, from crippling obsession or guilt, that we have been graced 
with the ability finally to forgive someone, is just plain astonishing.      - Anne Lamott 
      
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (stand) 
 

L: At the break of dawn, a bird sings. 
C: The long night of darkness is over. 
L: The stone is rolled away, 
C: The tomb is empty. 
L: The sun begins to shine. 
C: The Son has risen! 
L: It's a morning of glory, 
C: Of love overcoming death, 
L: Of women spreading Good News, 
C: Of men turning from despair to hope. 
L: It's a morning of joy, 
C: For Easter has come again. 
L: Hope is reborn, 
C: Love is stronger than death, 
L: And we lift our voices in song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PRAISE SONG             “Come, My People” 

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
L: Risen Lord,  
C: you meet us on the roads of our daily lives, yet we confess we do not 
always notice you. We are distracted by worry, weighed down by 
disappointment, and quick to lose hope. We walk as if you are absent, even 
though you are near. Forgive us for our blindness and renew our trust in 
your presence. 

Assurance  
Jesus comes near and reveals himself to us. In him, your sins are forgiven and your hope 
is restored. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE          “Bread of Life” 

 
 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE             Pastor Donna Brown 
 

 
 
WORD  
 

First Reading 
The first reading is Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

14 Then Peter stood up with the 11 apostles. In a loud voice he spoke to the crowd. “My 
fellow Jews,” he said, “let me explain this to you. All of you who live in Jerusalem, listen 
carefully to what I say. 
36 “So be sure of this, all you people of Israel. You nailed Jesus to the cross. But God has 
made him both Lord and Messiah.” 37 When the people heard this, it had a deep effect on 
them. They said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “All of you must turn away from your sins and be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then your sins will be forgiven. You will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children. It is also for all who are far away. It is 
for all whom the Lord our God will choose.” 40 Peter said many other things to warn them. 
He begged them, “Save yourselves from these evil people.” 41 Those who accepted his 
message were baptized. About 3,000 people joined the believers that day. 
     
 

 
 



 
 
P: Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

The Gospel               Luke 24:13-25 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

13 That same day two of Jesus’ followers were going to a village called Emmaus. It was 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything 
that had happened. 15 As they talked about those things, Jesus himself came up and 
walked along with them. 16 But God kept them from recognizing him. 
17 Jesus asked them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?” 
They stood still, and their faces were sad. 18 One of them was named Cleopas. He said to 
Jesus, “Are you the only person visiting Jerusalem who doesn’t know? Don’t you know 
about the things that have happened there in the last few days?” 
19 “What things?” Jesus asked. 
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet. He was powerful in what he 
said and did in the sight of God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers 
handed Jesus over to be sentenced to death. They nailed him to a cross. 21 But we had 
hoped that he was the one who was going to set Israel free. Also, it is the third day since 
all this happened. 22 Some of our women amazed us too. Early this morning they went to 
the tomb. 23 But they didn’t find his body. So they came and told us what they had seen. 
They saw angels, who said Jesus was alive. 24 Then some of our friends went to the tomb. 
They saw it was empty, just as the women had said. They didn’t see Jesus’ body there.” 
25 Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are! How long it takes you to believe all that the 
prophets said! 

 
The Gospel Response: 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(You may be seated)    
 
 
MESSAGE                               Pastor Donna Brown 
 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-4-12/2715


MESSAGE RESPONSE       “Travelers on the Journey” 

 
 

 

THE PRAYERS (Please stand as you are able) 

P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 

(Each petition ends: “Merciful God”. The congregation responds: “Receive our prayer”) 
 

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
L: We will continue worship with the offering. 
 

THE OFFERING (You may be seated) 
 Please remember that your offerings of money, time and talents enable Trinity 
to “share the love and promise of God” through its ministries. 
 

 
Special Music                 “Here I Am Lord”  

Elouise Brockman, Rick and Sue Gilbertson, Cindy Tikusis, with CTP Singers 
 

Offering Prayer (Please stand as you are able) 

P:  Merciful God, 
C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no 
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy 
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
 

THE COMMUNION SENTENCES 
P: Jesus draws near to us as a stranger on the road. 
C: We welcome Christ among us.  
P: At this table, no one is a stranger. 
C: All are welcome in Christ. 

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;   
     broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for    
     you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
     Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
    “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the  
      forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. All are welcome. 
 

 

 

 



THE DISTRIBUTION (You may be seated) 

All who celebrate Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are invited to commune today. 
When you receive the bread, you may either dip the wafer 

in the first chalice of wine or the second chalice of grape juice 
Please indicate to the pastor if you need a gluten free wafer. 

(We also have celiac friendly individually packaged wafer/wine in the first pew.) 
 
COMMUNION SONGS           “For Everyone Born” 

 
 

 
 
 



“And They All Came to Jesus” 

 

 
 



“Here at the Table” 

 
 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING (please stand as you are able) 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his   

grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Holy One, 
C: through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

     Amen. 
 

 
SENDING  
P:  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

May the redeeming work of Christ guide your steps, bringing hope to the weary,  
and healing to the broken. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



 
THE SENDING SONG                   “My Redeemer Lives” 

 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL   
L: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 

 



Please stay for a coffee hour following the worship service. 

WE THANK OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

   Guest Pastor: Pastor Donna Brown 
   Worship Assistant: Anita Bayliff 
   Reader: Greg Griffin 
   Communion Set Up: Mary Immekus 

Communion Servers:  
Vocalists: Paul Anderson, Rick Gilbertson, Greg Griffin, Phil Pierce 

   Keyboard: Hazel Griffin 
Special Music: Elouise Brockman, Rick and Sue Gilbertson, 

Cindy Tikusis 
Ushers: Nate Kenworthy, Denise Kenworthy 

   Video: Cheryl Scaffidi Audio: Bryan Schlosser 
   Counters: CarlEda Skinkis, Ron Hinzpeter 

Coffee Hour: Candy Sarauer, Cyndee Bruder, Hazel Griffin 
 
Permission to podcast/stream and reprint the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license #A-714192, CCLI with license #230769 and licensed permission of Convergence Music Project. 
All rights reserved. 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Ho-Chunk and 
Potawatomi people. As such, we wish to give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We 

also recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their 
home. It is our sincere desire that this acknowledgement initiates an ongoing instructive,  

and constructive journey toward respect, truth and healing regarding colonialism,  
the church community, and inclusivity for all children of the Great Spirit.  

We commit ourselves as God’s children to pray for our indigenous siblings, 
 to pray for God’s blessings on them and for strength for them and for us as we work together  

for justice, dignity, respect and peace for all the diverse people of the land. 
 
Come, My People. Words by James6 F. D. Martin. Music by James Martin and Ellie Martin Cliffe. © 
2006 James F. D. Martin. Licensed and used with permission of Convergence Music Project. All rights 
reserved.  

My Redeemer Lives. Words and Music by Reuben Morgan. ©1988 Hillsongs Music. Used with 
permission under CCLI License #230769. All rights reserved. 

Travelers on the Journey.  Words and Music by Larry Olson and Hans Peterson. © 1993 Dakota 
Road Music. Used with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 

For Everyone Born (A Place at the Table). Words: Shirley Erena Murray. Music: Brian Mann. 
Words © 1998 Hope Publishing Co. Music © 2006 Brian Mann (admin. General Board of Global 
Ministries). Used with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 

And They All Came to Jesus. Words and Music: Ken Medema. © 2006. Ken Medema/Brier Patch 
Music. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.   

Here At The Table. Words and Music by Larry Olson. ©2011 Dakota Road Music. Used with 
permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 

Bread of Life. Words and Music: Larry Olson and Karol Baer. © 2015 Dakota Road Music. Used with 
permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved.  

Here I Am, Lord (I, the Lord of Sea and Sky). Words and music by Daniel Schutte. ©1981 OCP 
Publications.  Used with permission under One License #A-714192. All rights reserved. 


