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BEHIND THE STORIES | IQW ~PART 1

The stories of the resurrection of Jesus are filled with strangeness, and the idea of
resurrection from the dead can be a challenge to our modern minds. The Christian
claim that Jesus is raised from the dead has always been a challenge to people’s faith, and
all the more so in our modern age.

Next month, | will talk about the resurrection stories themselves, but for now | want to
acknowledge that many people can find themselves struggling with the reality of Jesus’
resurrection, and by extension, the promise of resurrection for ourselves and our loved ones.
St. Paul says that “we walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7), and “for now we see in a
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face” (1 Cor. 13:12). We do not have certainty of
what is beyond death, either that of Jesus or of ourselves or loved ones. | do not think that
we are meant to have certainty. For certainty is not faith.

For now, at times, we struggle. And that is okay. So, for this month, | am offering you a poem
written in 1933 by the Welsh poet, Dylan Thomas. It has long spoken to me about a faith
that struggles with death and resurrection, with questions of suffering, with endurance,
and with hope. (As an aside, | will note that he wrote this poem when he was only 18.)

NO MAN BELIEVES

DYLAN THOMAS, 1933

No man believes who, when a star falls shot,
Cries not aloud blind as a bat,

Cries not in terror when a bird is drawn
Into the quicksand feathers down,

Who does not make a wound in faith
When any light goes out, and life is death.

No man believes who cries not, God is not,
Who feels not the coldness in the heat,

In the breasted summer longs not for spring,
No breasted girl, no man who, young

And green, sneers not at the old sky.

No man believes who does not wonder why.

Believe and be saved. No man believes
Who curses not what makes and saves,
No man upon this cyst of earth
Believes who does not lance his faith,
No man, no man, no man.

And this is true, no man can live

Who does not bury God in a deep grave
And then raise up the skeleton again,

No man who does not break and make,

Who in the bones finds not new faith,

Lends not flesh to ribs and neck,

Who does not break and make his final faith.

In Christ’s Peace,
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THANK YOU to Linda George
and our Sr High youth team who
prepared and served Trinity’s
Easter Breakfast. The breakfast was
enjoyed and appreciated by many
folks of all ages on Easter morning!

CHAMPIONS
OF CHANGE

Champions of Change, is an evening to
celebrate volunteerism in the Washington
County Community. Jim and Suzanne
Barker were nominated for the Stronger
Together Award, and Denise Kenworthy
was nominated for the Unsung Hero
Award. The Unsung Hero Award recognizes
a group or individual who makes a
difference from behind the scenes. While
the contributions may go unnoticed, the
impact is felt by many. Denise Kenworthy
is the 2026 Unsung Hero Award winner
for her quiet but powerful dedication

to community service, supporting
education, food security, environmental
stewardships, and countless local

and global initiatives with generosity,
care, and unwavering commitment.

As nominees we'd like to acknowledge
Trinity Lutheran Church for playing a vital
role in providing opportunities that make
a difference in our community and the
world. That is worth celebrating!

Trinity’s Sr High youth are thankful to all who donated ingredients to help
with the breakfast. All proceeds from the Easter Breakfast free will offering
go to help offset costs for the Sr High 2026 Summer Servant Trip, July

A very excited (and sweet) Delilah Jane Dehler was baptized
at Trinity on Sunday, March 22 surrounded by her family and
Children’s Ministry friends alike. Instead of the (small) white
crocheted blanket traditionally given to babies on their baptism
day, the Trinity Comforters made a special blanket for Delilah—
wrapping her with love and prayer.

THANK YOU!

6 year old, Elouise Brockman asked Santa for a purple ukulele this past Christmas and, on
Sunday, April 19th, the Trinity congregation was blessed when she shared her newly developed
skill—joining Rick & Sue Gilbertson and Cindy Tikusis in a ukulele accompanied rendition of “Here
lam, Lord”...God is good!




PROCESS JOURNEY

FROM CHERYL SCAFFIDI - CONGREGATION COUNCIL PRESIDENT

The Congregation Council received several applications from individuals
interested in serving on the Ministry Exploration Team (MET). We are truly
grateful for the strong interest and willingness to serve—each applicant
would have been a valuable addition to the team.

Because we are limited to how many team members we can appoint, while not
everyone who applied will be able to serve as an official member, the MET may
still reach out to those individuals, as well as the congregation as a whole, for
input and support throughout the process. This will be a shared journey, and
many voices will help shape the path forward. Watch for continued updates in
the monthly newsletter and during church services.

Thank you to everyone who applied and expressed a willingness to serve. The
Council has selected and notified the MET team members. They will begin their

work in May.

Journeying the process together in Christ

WER —
< qui@/ Comforters
BLESSING OF THE BLANKETS | MAY 17
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On Sunday, May 17th, the pews will be lined with blankets made by the
Trinity Comforters and will be blessed during both worship services.
Although we have a faithful group of regulars that work on the blankets
each Thursday afternoon, we could not carry out our mission without the
generous support of the entire congregation. The congregation is the vital
lifeline of their work, and that is certainly worth celebrating!

The Trinity Comforters make blankets of warmth for people in need in and
outside our community. In 2025 the Trinity Comforters created over 360
blankets and 8 bed pillows. They donated their blankets of comfort to
Lutheran World Relief, Project Return, Circle of Friends, Family Promise, the
Gingerbread House, Immanuel United Church, Bob’s Under the Bridge, and
Froedtert Hospital/Kathy Hospice patients. It has been a number of years since

we have had the blankets blessed.
will also accept donations of JEWELRY at this time for their fall

g?rei N,Q
Oe : Z‘ z s " fundraiser. Due to limited storage, please hold off on donations

of books and puzzles, etc. until Fall. Jewelry can be dropped off at the church office.
Contact Suzanne Barker with any questions | 847-212-8558

/WWIVJL W for your support!

The Trinity Comforters always gladly accept
donations of (barely used and new) flat cotton sheets AND

“For even the Son of Man did not come
to be served, byt to serve,

and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

MARK 10:45

)

NEW MEMBER MEETING
THURSDAY, MAY 7TH | 6:30 PM

At Trinity we often find our visitors
become family long before they
become members. If you are one
of those people and are interested
in making your Trinity membership
official, you are invited to attend a
NEW MEMBER MEETING with
Pastor Robb and others on
Thursday, May 7th at 6:30 pm.
Please contact the office with any
questions and to let us know if you
plan to attend the meeting.

New members will be welcomed during
the Created to Praise Worship service at
9am on Sunday, May 17th—followed by
an Ice Cream Social!

Join us after'v:orship on
SUNDAY, MAY 17

) for an old fashioned .
ice cream social
CELEBRATION

in honor of the completion
of the 2025-2026
CHILDREN'S MINISTR

school year AND in celebration of
receiving NEW MEMBERS

Watch for SignUPs to help with
ice cream topping donations



YOUTH SCHEDULES, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

? ALL ABOUT YOU/,

ath-6th Grade Youth ‘mDLDREND$ MINISTRY

Following. Immms'j ing. Happily.
ﬁ"’ SHARING THE LOVE & PROMISE OF GOD WITH KIDS FROM 3 YEARS TO 6TH GRADE

(.AMP , GP DAY SEEit. MAKEit. MOVEit. it. it.

Saturday. May 2 We are on our last rotation, Jesus the King of Creation
PINE LAKE CAMP | WAUPACA, Wi and winding down another great year of Children’s
All 4th-6th grader Ministry! | am extremely thankful to all those who have
F.I.S.H. kids AND stepped up to make this year memorable for our kiddos!
their families are

invited to join us

for a day of service - ) .
at BINELAKE Camp may | Jesus the King of Creation rotation
™

from 9am- 2pm LITTLE LAMBS

CONTACTALYSSA WITH QUESTIONS 6th GRA‘DLE BRIDGE
of Yea ty may17| YEAREN
Sunday, May 17 CELEBRATION
11,00 12.30 Children’s Ministry SendOFF
ole - o Join us for the last day of
VY Nisthoihgraderar Chdert iy bl
\ ) '”¥"ie§j It-lo join us ;or celebrating with lots of fun
N\ a orvea games and snacks!

ty at Trinity—we'll have
fun, food, games and prizes!
Lunch will be provided

AND... we will TOP it all off with an iC€ cream social
up in the Heritage Room with our families

_, o, /‘ \«-r. :

------- '- i::—.«‘
' 1 VBS AD\I RE YOU'LL FALL FOR! (82
| § JUNE 15-19 | 9 AM to NOON

For all kids from age 3 years through 5th grade!

PARENTS—Get your kiddos ready for
a VINE TIME!

Invite a friend and join us in exploring the
- nature of God in a week that is destined to

| am looking for
ADULT VOLUNTEERS
o that are available during
¥ VBS to help lead some stations.
This is a fun way to get
involved with our kiddos
and make an impact
on their faith!

' Registration Forms were mailed out to families,
and also available online at trinitywestbend.com
or at church

Please let Alyssa know if
you are able to step up S
and make an impact! 77




YOUTH SCHEDULES, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

? ALL ABOUT YOU/,

CONFIRMATION
FAITH FOUNDATIONS

A JOURNEY OF FAITH FOR OUR 7TH & 8TH GRADERS

WEDNESDAYS | 6:30 - 8 PM

CONFIRMATION LEADER: Nancy Hanvey 414-364-4986

MAY 6 Holy Spirit
SNACK: Joel

MAY 13 Holy Spirit
SNACK: Anniken

MAY 20 The Trinity
SNACK: Sienna

MAY 27 The Trinity
SNACK: Ellis

Attention 8th Grade Students | Watch
for a sign up to schedule a meeting with
Nancy and Pastor Robb to discuss your
faith journey and answer any questions
you may have.

Retreat ot PINE LAKE
May 1-3 FRIDAY-SUNDAY

More information to come

FridayNight Fellowship

May 15 7:00-9:30PM
Popcorn and Movie Night

Opportunity Sunday

May 24 See Nancy to sign up to
serve as Worship Assistants
atthe 9AM and 11 AM
worship services

End Celebration

June 03 Family PotLuck at the Park
More information to come

(AMP—

REGISTER FOR CAMP

CAMP IS OPEN TO KIDS FINISHING 1ST - 12TH GRADES

The bus is filling up, but there is
still time for you to join us for a
fun and faith-filled and impactful
experience, register for WEEK 8 {

at crosswayscamps.org

Contact Alyssa for any additional information or questions.

[
Thanke g Tl
We are so thankful to everyone who has suppgrted our campers

by donating camperships and through our FUNraiser!
Trinity together—that’s how we do it!

We will be finalizing all the financials for CAMP by the end of May.

SERNCETRIP

We are planning a Summer service trip
for our Sr. High youth—joining
YouthWorks and heading to

Savannakh, GA | July 18-25

Our group will come alongside existing

local ministries and organizations to meet
ongoing needs. Projects could include
assisting with home repair projects, serving
at the food bank, partnering with clothing
distribution ministries, connecting with
homeless organizations or supporting a local
therapeutic horse center. In the evenings we'll
be able to experience more of the community
by visiting the Savannah River front, Tybee
Island and First African Baptist Church, where
we'll learn about their involvement in the
Underground Railroad.

The cost of the trip
will be $479 -person
PLUS transportation.

EST. 1994

Your support of Sr High youth ministry
fundraisers are appreciated!

SR HIGH YOUTH ifyou are interested in
participating in the trip and parents with
questions, contact Pastor Robb today!



CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY

LITTLE LAMBS

During the month of March the
Little Lambs learned all about
Holy Week! From Palm Sunday to
Jesus sacrificing his life for us. Even
though Jesus died on the cross,
we are not sad because he was a
good guy and HE IS ALIVE!
Our first lesson after Easter was about
Jesus calming the sea and the wind
when he saved his disciples—we
learned that Jesus is with us
even when we are scared.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
JESUS THE KING OF CREATION
WALK’N ON WATER

After Easter we began our last
rotation of the year, Jesus the King
of Creation! In T ELLIT, our kiddos
not only heard the story about
the disciples being caught in a storm
while they were in their fishing boat
and Jesus walking on water to reach
them and calm the storm
—they tried out “walking on
water” themselves!

THANK YOLI
APRIL VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to all those who stepped
up to share the love and promise of
God with our kids during the month
of April! Children’s Ministry
happens because you help!
John Kenworthy Susie Kelnhofer
Tiffany Wilson Nancy Hanvey
Jaimie Rouse Sue Pawlowski
Dane McIintyre Emma Parchim
Mia Hanvey Kathleen Fairchild
Jayden Hanvey Kennedy Butzler
Kristin Robinson Candy Sarauer




2026 CONFIRMATION YOUTH | PALM-PASSION WORSHIP
Joel Beier, Anniken Brandt, Jaley Bungert, Lucas Doede, Mia Hanvey, Andrew Hull
Arielle Kemmett, Ellis Martin, Dane Mclntyre, Emma Parchim, Makiya Rouse
Siena Scaffidi, Lucy Thacker, Amelia Walth

PALM/PASSION
WORSHIP

Through readings, portrayals and
song, Trinity’s Confirmation youth
took us from Jesus’joyous entry
into Jerusalem, to overturning
tables, sharing the last supper
with his disciples, praying in

the Garden of Gethsemane, the
ultimate betrayal, to the ultimate
sacrifice—Jesus’ crucifixion.

Our confirmation youth did a
great job of walking us through
the entire week. Many of the
same people who shouted out,
“Hosanna to the son of David”
(save us) to Jesus when the week
began, were screaming, “Crucify
him!” before the week was over.

We know what Jesus did—the
question is, what would you
have done? With the obligation
of being a Roman Soldier—
would you dare not follow
orders? Out of fear of retribution
to yourself and your family—
would you stand up against the
High Priests? Would you stand up
against the crowd?

As followers of Jesus, we face
these same questions today. Are
we following his example and ‘
commandment to “Love one §
another as | have loved you”? Are |
we afraid of retribution? Do we
stand up against the crowd?
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BLUE LOTUS CENTER

5501 CTY RD M

WEST BEND, WI 53095

SPRING WORK DAYS

Saturday, May 2

Wednesday, May 20
Wednesday, May 27

9:00 AM -12:30 PM
LUNCH INCLUDED

/

_

- Famlly
Promlse

TO PROVIDE MEALS | MAY 18 - MAY 23

Family Promise of Washington County’s mission is to
help families experiencing homelessness and low-
income families achieve sustainable independence
through a community-based response.

The Trinity congregation has a history of supporting
this important community outreach program. Today
we continue to help by providing meals and/or food
items for the families being served through the Family
Promise program.

Watch for sign up sheets as we get closer to our week—
they will have updates on numbers and ages of family
members in the program as well as needs and any food
allergies to be aware of.

TAB TOSS DAY
IS MAY 16TH!

While we collect pop tabs all
year long, the Wilson family
will take all that we have
collected over the past year
to the Ronald McDonald
house on Tab Toss Day—
May 16th.

/mﬂVJL for your

support abthis outreach
effort—Tabs make a
difference for families being
served by Children’s Hospital
in Milwaukee.

Stay tuned for the total pounds
we helped collect this year!

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and provide the poor
wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe them,
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 15AIAH 58:7

SCAN TO REGISTER

Full ; §
Food {
Pantry i
WEST BEND ‘,"i -‘

ITEMS OF THE MONTH

« Paper Towels

ATTENTION ALL
2026 GRADUATES

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE throﬁghactlon

Are you or someone in your famil Trinity will be working to support the mission and .
c}; tina? Pl y-l the ch y h ministry of Casa Guadalupe Multicultural Center in West 2 TOIIet Paper
e TG EdSC ] Sl Bend by providing needed food items as follows:
office by May 10th to share: . Some ’”d’gldlha”y
food collection: wrapped rolls
* Graduate’s name and info « Dried or Canned beans: - Chicken Broth avpvﬁf’)’;)eg’grt;fggﬁg é ?II}I/(S
date, school, etc. «pinto -« chickpeas « Beef Broth e
( ) « black - lentils . Evaporated Milk to Trlnlty.
e Share any plans in place for | «Rice - Salt and Pepper .
next year and for “life after B - Pasta + Oatmeal

*Mac n Cheese » Granola Bars

« Canned Tomatoes « Mott’s Fruit Snacks
« Tomato Sauce « Apple Sauce

« Canned Vegetables « Raisins

« Canned Tuna o Jam

« Canned Chicken « Peanut butter

« Canned Salmon » Cooking oil

graduation”

e Please include a picture of the
graduate too!

2026 GRADUATES WHO SUBMIT THEIR
INFORMATION AND PICTURE BY 4
MAY 10TH WILL BE FEATURED IN THE ;
TRINITY SPIRIT JUNE NEWSLETTER
trinity@trinitywestbend.com

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT

Kaori Rosalina Ramos Benito
Trinity”s Compassion International
sponsored child. Scan the QR code to
donate toward Trinity's sponsorship of
Kaori now.

- CASA GUADALUPE We empower communities through education
Multicultural Center Ine.  and celebrate cultures through connection
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THURSDAYS | 7 PM

You are invited to join us for faith &
fellowship— an unassuming time
| for exploration, support and open
| conversation as we take advantage
| of multiple resources that can help us
" grow and renew our individual faith
i journeys.

MONDAY, JUNE 1| 6:30 PM

A SAFE PLACE s 4w offers us
time to share our concerns about the
world. It is not a place for answers, but
aplace to share and encourage one
another as we try to live our Christian
commitment in a world that often
seems to be very un-Christian. It is a
SAFE PLACE because we gather

not to condemn or berate, or even to L

Share an hour of faith & fellowship!
Whether you want to be part of the
conversation or just sit back and take

convince—but to listen with respect,
it in, we hope you will join us.

share in vulnerability, and support one

ther.
" \ Have questions?
ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS | TEXT Nancy Hanvey | 414-364-4986
|

SAFE PLACE — join us!

STUn 00 ]

N;\;\} N{6HT f OK Vﬁﬂ Thursday, V J

We are hosting a second PAINT & SIP NIGHT for VBS
—this time we will be painting LEAVES! -
There will be a variety of sips, and there will be painting
but—instead of going home with your masterpiece,
you will be leaving your painted leaves at Trinity fo,
us to use to help create the Rainforest Falls set
decoration for VBS!

FOR A PURPOSE

—painting & sipping for a purpose! THIS EVENT IS FOR ADULTS ONLY,18+

FREE & FUN-FILLED

BINGOwith PRIZE 5! | May 11,2026

This event is open to the public
—all ages and abilities are encouraged to attend!

#~\ MONDAY AFTERNOON TRINITY LUTHERAN
) MAY 11, 2026 Corner of 7th & Elm St
3:30pm - 4:30pm USE ALLEY ENTRANCE

WISHING YQU
(

BLESSING

NEW NIGHT AND TIME!

ON THE DAY YOU WERE BORN, GOD DANCED,
 ANGELS SANG AND THE STARS ALIGNED. |
- WE HOPE THAT YOUR BIRTHDAY WILL BE

A HAPPY CELEBRATION FILLED WITH BLESSINGS.

Donna Crass 5/01
Christian Ketter 5/01

Beverly Boerger 5/05
Douglas Crass  5/05
Cary Gunnare 5/05

Sue Walker 5/06
John Abel 5/08
Chuck Dreher Jr  5/08
Jessica Gieryn  5/08
Morgan Kappler 5/08
Emily Nelson 5/08
Owen Reitz  5/08
Jade Schwieso  5/09
Lucy Thacker 5/10

Russell Lange 5/11
Barbara Lemler 5/11
Oscar Martin  5/11
Reid Parchim 5/11
Aaron Pierce 5/11

Ruthann Dorn  5/12
Collin Bergerud  5/13
Katie Martin  5/13

Nick Laatsch  5/14
Robb Kosky 5/15
Jacqueline Schramm  5/15
Chaz DreherlIll 5/16
Reuben Holcomb 5/16
Taylor Loomans 5/16
Thomas Oelhafen 5/17
Christine York  5/17
Ellis Martin  5/18
Marcia Maule 5/18
Heather Oneson 5/18
Ava Schiller 5/18
Makenzie Averill 5/19
Jodie Schibline  5/19
Jodi Appel 5/20

Joe O'Connell 5/20
Gene Sass  5/21

Henry Anderson 5/22
Bryan Johnson 5/23
Jody Kappler 5/23
Virginia Meier 5/24
David Puthnam 5/24
Jodi McMahon  5/25
Colin Williams 5/26
Julie Schaller 5/27

Eric Carlson 5/28
Myles Ellis  5/28
Connor Robinson  5/30

Marilyn Wilberg  5/31
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SATURDAY

FRIDAY

CONFIRMATION

Retreat
at PINE LAKE
FRIDAY-SUNDAY

15 16
CO‘NHRMA'TlON g LUMINUM
FridayNight 7 TABTOSS DAY

Fellowship s :f I
7:00-9:30PM rens Winistry
Popcorn & Movie Night Ap prECIGa;Ir(I)‘n Night

f L .
T Family
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T Family )
Promise

& ¢ Promise S
Y WEEK TRI

TRIN \

29 30

Reconciling in Christ | 140 N. 7™ AVE | WEST BEND, W1 53095
262-334-2125 | trinity@trinitywestbend.com | trinitywestbend.com ﬂ o

YouTube

Interim Pastor Robb Kosky | pastorrkosky@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS MON -THURS............ 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
FRIDAYS ......covvrrerreunnes 8:00 AM -NOON

Sue Walker Parish Coordinator
swalker@trinitywestbend.com | 262-334-2125

Alyssa Brockman........... Children’s Ministry Coordinator
trinitywestbendcm@gmail.com | 262-343-5557

Heather Peters................... Music Ministry Coordinator
peters.heatherj@gmail.com | 262-305-7338

Sandy Poenitsch.............. Communication Coordinator
spoenitsch@trinitywestbend.com | 262-388-1616

Karen Sparks
ksparks@trinitywestbend.com

Phil Wagner Facilities Manager
farmerwagner673@gmail.com | 262-355-5332

10

Financial Clerk

Congregation Council Members

Cheryl Scaffidi, PRESIDENT.. WORSHIP & MUSIC

Amy Kreutzer, VP......... FAITH DEVELOPMENT
Greg McMahon, TREASURER ........cceeseeeees FINANCE

Danielle Paswater, SECRETARY............. FINANCE
Mike Kappler ... PROPERTY, TECHNOLOGY
James WinKIer...rrnssnsssinnes STEWARDSHIP
Dustin Flunker .. MINISTRY SUPPORT
Melissa Parchim.............. COMMUNITY BUILDING
Nick Laatsch PROPERTY
Linda George ... COMMUNITY BUILDING
Tom Bulin PROPERTY
Lexi GEOIgE | YOUTH REP wwwreerecrssssenes OUTREACH.





